Epistle of Jude - Judas but by tradition Jude, Written 67-68 AD, short books are often overlooked in the Bible
Jude 1:9 - Assumption of Moses

Jude 1:14-15 - Book of Enoch
Jude 1:1  Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: 
Jude = Judah or Judas = "he shall be praised" 1) the fourth son of Jacob 2) the apostle, Jn 14:22, who was surnamed Lebbaeus or Thaddaeus, and according to opinion wrote the Epistle of Jude. 3) the half-brother of Jesus, Mt. 13:55 4) Judas Iscariot, the apostle who betrayed Jesus
Servant = Doulos (Grk) = slave, bondservant

brother of James = leader of the church in Jerusalem
Sanctified (them) = Made holy; consecrated; set apart for sacred services.
Preserved (them) = to attend to carefully, take care of, to guard, to keep, one in the state in which he is - Jesus Christ is our guardian and our protector.
Called (them, first) = invited (to a banquet), called to (the discharge of) some office

Jude 1:2  Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.
It wasn't enough to just have mercy, peace, and love added to the life of the Christian. He looked for multiplication instead of simple addition.
Jude 1:3  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
gave all diligence = haste or earnestness
of the common salvation = first purpose but something happened
But then something happened…
needful = imposed by external conditions
- "contend" speaks of hard and diligent work. The verb translated earnestly contend is in the present infinitive, showing that the Christian struggle is continuous. 
Something that is valuable is protected; worthless things are not. 
We contend for not only the fundamentals, but the lesser matters of faith; and not things essential only, but also for every truth, ordinance, and duty, and particularly the purity of faith, and its consistency: to have it, own it, and hold it fast, and for the preservation of it, and for the spread of it, and that it might be transmitted to posterity. 
The persons to be contended with on account of it, are such who deny, or depreciate any of the Persons in the Godhead, those who assert the purity and power of human nature, and the deniers of sovereign grace: the persons who are to contend with them are all the saints in general, to whom it is delivered; which they may do by bearing an experimental testimony to it, by praying for the continuance and success of it, by standing fast in one spirit in it, and by dying for it; and particularly the ministers of the Gospel, by preaching it boldly, openly, fully, and faithfully, by disputing for it, and writing in the defense of it, and by laying down their lives, when called for: the manner in which this is to be done, is "earnestly", heartily, and without deceit, zealously, and constantly.
Faith = the doctrine of faith, the faith of the Gospel, the whole range of evangelical truths to be believed; such as the doctrine of the Trinity, the deity and son-ship of Christ, the divinity and personality of the Holy Spirit; the state and condition of man in his fallen nature, 
the covenant of grace, justification by faith, the imputed righteousness of Christ, pardon and reconciliation by his blood, regeneration and sanctification by the Spirit, final perseverance, the physical resurrection of the dead, and the future glory of the saints with Christ

- positive sense when we give a witness, distribute tracts, make possible the training of faithful ambassadors for Jesus, or when we encourage and support faithful pastors who preach the Gospel and who honor the whole council of God 
- negative way when we withhold support and encouragement from those who compromise the faith, when we speak out against the preaching of another gospel, or speak out against a manner of living that contradicts the message of the gospel.

- practical sense when we live uncompromising Christian lives and give credit to the Lord who changed us
delivered to the saints = it was delivered by God the Father to Christ as Mediator, and by him to his apostles, and by them it was delivered to the churches, both by word and writing; and this delivery of it supposes that it is not an invention of men, that it is of God, and a gift of his, and given in trust in order to be kept, held forth, and held fast;
"once" delivered, = once and for all (not once upon a time) = there is no alteration or addition to be made to it; no new revelations are to be expected, it has been delivered all at once: 
Jude 1:4  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
crept in unawares 

At least 2 kinds of false teachers: lack of knowledge & wrongly motivated

ordained to this condemnation
Deuteronomy 13:1-11 = actions to be taken against false prophets
Turning… grace… into lasciviousness - unbridled lust, excess, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence, excessive selfcenteredness
The idea behind the word lasciviousness is sin that is practiced without shame, without any sense of conscience or decency. Usually the word is used in the sense of sensual sins, such as sexual immorality. But it can also be used in the sense of brazen anti-biblical teaching, when the truth is denied and lies are taught without shame. 
2Pe 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily [secretly] shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

Gal 2:4  And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily [secretly] to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:
Gal 1:8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.
We can always rationalize and justify our actions in our own minds… 

Antinomianism - it usually implies emphasis on the inner working of the Holy Spirit as the primary source of ethical guidance

Pro_12:15  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise. 

Pro_14:12  There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Pro_16:25  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Pro_21:2  Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts
Jer 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments.
The Apostate Past: (talking about rebellion)
Jude 1:5  I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. 
Numbers 14:26-35 & Numbers 32:10-12 = 20yrs old and upward
Num 14:34  After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.  Example: stolen Bicycle
Jude 1:6  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. (Gen 6:1-6)
2 Peter 2:4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell (abyss = tartaroo), and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;
Matthew 22:30  For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as angels in heaven.

Jude 1:7  Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 
fornication = ekporneuō (Gr) = to go a whoring, "give one's self over to fornication" = only place in the Bible this word is used
strange = heteros (Gr) = to quality, another: i.e. one not of the same nature, form, class, kind, different
2Peter 2:6  and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, having made them an example unto those that should live ungodly;
Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed with fire from heaven. But that wasn't the end of their judgment by fire. Far worse than what happened in Genesis 19, they suffered the vengeance of eternal fire.

The Apostate Present:

Jude 1:8  Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 
Likewise = 3 preceding sins stated

despise dominion = reject/despise authority
Jude 1:9  Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. 
Michael - "who is as/like God" - the chief/prince of the angels and is supposedly the guardian angel of the Israelites - John Gill (1697-1791) V-by-V commentary Baptist & Jehovah's Witnesses say Michael = Jesus
Exodus 2:11-12 - Moses murders an Egyptian & Satan is an accuser

Deu_21:22  And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree:
Acts 7:23-25 - Moses saw himself as deliver
Matthew 17:1-3 - Mount of Transfiguration
Rev 11 - one of 2 witnesses

Michael operated within the scope of his authority. For Jude, the main point isn't why Michael disputed, but how he disputed with the devil.  
Using this as an EXAMPLE of how to deal with the situation, if Michael the archangel, did not choose to give a cross word to the devil, who is so much inferior to him; then how great is the insolence of these men, that speak evil of civil and ecclesiastical rulers, without any just cause at all?
Jude 1:10  But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves. 

things which they know not - hearts of spiritual & civil leaders, Law/Scripture, angels, revelations, apostolic writings and teaching
know naturally - even after the fall, knowledge of God, civil & moral issues
corrupt themselves - act without shame and fear

Speak evil (perceive wrongly) & Corrupt (act wrongly)
Jude 1:11  Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Korah. 
Cain - envied the acceptance of his brother's gift
Balaam - 2 Peter 2:15 "loved the wages of unrighteousness Num 22-24
Korah - Numbers 16 - 250 men of Levi challenged the authority of Moses & Aaron; the earth swallowed Korah and fire consumed the 250
Jude 1:12  These [men] are spots in your feasts of charity [love], when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 
Jude 1:13  Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 
spots - hidden rocks - spoils the gathering
feeding without fear - looking after themselves first

clouds without water - useless, no delivering on promises
fruit trees that bear no fruit - of no value, without correct doctrine 
or teaching
twice dead - dead in sin by nature, and again having made a profession of religion, were now become dead to that profession; and so were twice dead, once as they were born, and a second time as they had apostatized:

plucked up by the roots - Judged by God with no hope of eternal life
sea  =  sin = they had not received the doctrine of grace in truth that humbles; they are arrogance & boastful; they are restless & uneasy spirits with wrathful dispositions; they make light of things that are holy and sacred
wandering stars  = stars that give off no light
Jude 1:14  And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 
Jude 1:15  To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 
From "Book of Enoch" - 
Enoch 1:9 And behold! He comes with ten thousand Holy Ones; to execute judgment upon them and to destroy the impious, and to contend with all flesh concerning everything that the sinners and the impious have done and wrought against Him.

Jude 1:16  These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. 
swelling words - speaking against God & man, having vain and empty doctrines & a rhetorical style of speech
because of advantage - they studied to please persons, to make gain of them

Warning Against the Apostates:

Jude 1:17  But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

Jude 1:18  How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 
2 Peter 3:3-4  3Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 4And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

Jude 1:19  These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. 

Romans 16:17-18  17Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.
separate themselves - cause division in the body of Christ, a mark of a cult is to separate themselves and their followers from true believers, disfellowship
Sensual - Under the influence of unspiritual passions and appetites.

not having the Spirit - indwelling of the Holy spirit changes your heart, no longer have a rebellious disposition
Jude 1:20  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 

Jude 1:21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 
building up yourselves - encouraging one another in the faith
praying in the Holy Ghost - prayer that is not under the influence of the Holy Spirit is not likely to reach heaven
Many of our prayers are the result of our own needs, our own intellects, or our own wishes and desires. But there is a higher level of prayer: 
Romans 8:26-27  26Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 
v21 - We should look for the hand of God at work in everything that happens in your life

Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

Jude 1:22  And of some have compassion, making a difference: 

Jude 1:23  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 
Turning to others who have been influenced by these certain men in v22 & 23… We need to make a distinction, based on where they are coming from.
v22 - Because they have been unwittingly deceived, is to use compassion/love 

v23 - With others out of fear for the state of their soul, we have to deal with more aggressively.  Even if they are obnoxious and revile and curse us, like an addict who does not want help with their addiction.
Jude 1:24  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 

Jude 1:25  To the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
A beautiful benediction…
