Adult III – 18 Sep 2011 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 49-50
Chapter 49
v8-12 - Judah = Praiser of God
v8 - thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise… thy father's children shall bow down before thee. = Messianic

-thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; - King David was of this tribe - 

Psalm 18:40  Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies; that I might destroy them that hate me.

v9 - Lion = kingship  = infant state of Judah to powerful state under King David

David from youth to old age = Jesus, 1st & 2nd coming
Rev 5:5  And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

v10 -  
The Scepter of Judah

http://christianevidences.org/shilohs-coming-prior-to-7ad.html

In short, the scepter was the implement held by a ruler particularly as they presided over cases involving capital punishment. 

When you put together the meaning of 'scepter' with that of 'Shiloh', the Genesis passage begins to take on meaning. Namely, that before Judah (the Jews) lost the right to execute capital punishment over its citizens - the Messiah would be on the scene.

When did the scepter depart from Judah?

"In 6-7 A.D., King Herod's son and successor, Herod Archelaus, was dethroned and banished to Vienna, a city in Gaul. Archelaus was the second son of Herod the Great. The older son, Herod Antipater, was murdered by Herod the Great, along with other family members. (It was quipped at the time that it was safer to be a dog in that household than a member of the family!) Archelaus' mother was a Samaritan (1/4 or less of Jewish blood) and was never accepted. After the death of Herod (4 BC?), Archelaus had been placed over Judea as "Entharch" by Caesar Augustus. Broadly rejected, he was removed in 6-7 AD

He was replaced by a Roman procurator named Caponius. The legal power of the Sanhedrin was immediately restricted and the adjudication of capital cases was lost. This was normal Roman policy. This transfer of power is mentioned in the Talmud and by Josephus."

The Scepter Departs

History records that once the Sanhedrin realized they had lost the right to execute capital punishment - that they covered themselves with sackcloth and ashes. The Babylonian Talmud, Chapter 4, folio 37 from the 1st Century records the following:

"Woe unto us for the scepter has departed from Judah and the Messiah has not come!"

They honestly thought God had failed to keep His promise - what they didn't know was that a young Carpenter's boy was alive and well in Galilee named 'Yeshua' - 'Jesus' in the Greek - indeed, 'Shiloh' had come!
Shiloh, the name meaning, "He whose right it is" or "He to whom it belongs"
v10d - unto him shall the gathering of the people be. - Messianic, but also explains history, with a divided nation, the worshipers if Jehovah migrated to Judah
v11 - [Foul = male ass -> colt = son of a female ass] = people of Judah & vine -> choice vine

v12 - Matthew Henry:  In him there is plenty of all that which is nourishing and refreshing to the soul, and which maintains and cheers the divine life in it; in him we may have wine and milk, the riches of Judah's tribe, without money and without price, Isa_55:1.
Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
v13 Zebulun - expanded it borders from Mt Carmel (Zidon=Sidon=Phonecia) to Sea of Galilee

v14-15 Issachar - was strong 3rd in size, but lazy. He would enjoy the good land assigned him but would not strive for it. Therefore, eventually he would be pressed into servitude and the mere bearing of burdens for his masters.
v16-17 Dan - Sampson judged Israel
· Introduced idolatry into Israel (Jdg_18:30). Jeroboam set up one of his idolatrous golden calves in Dan (1Ki_12:26-30) and later Dan became a center of idol worship in Israel (Amo_8:14).

· Some think the serpent by the way refers to the idea that the Antichrist comes from the tribe of Dan (based on Dan_11:37 and Jer_8:16).

· Dan is left out of the listing of tribes regarding the 144,000 in Rev_7:5-8. 
v18 - The Hebrew word for salvation is "yeshuwah." At this point in the prophecy, when Jacob is so near death, he called out for God's salvation. He called out for Jesus.
v19 Gad - on eastern border subject to first invasions
v20 Asher - Its allotment was the seacoast between Tyre and Carmel, a district fertile in the production of the finest corn and oil in all Palestine.
v21 Naphtali - would be located in a territory so fertile and peaceable, that, feeding on the richest pasture, he would spread out, like a deer, branching antlers.
v22-26 Joseph - he triumphed over all opposition, so that he became the sustainer of Israel; and then he proceeds to shower blessings of every kind upon the head of this favorite son. The history of the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh shows how fully these blessings were realized
v27 - Benjamin - spent its energies in petty or inglorious warfare and especially in the violent and unjust contest (Judges 19:1-20:48), in which it engaged with the other tribes, when, notwithstanding two victories, it was almost exterminated.
v28-33 Jacob dies but charges his sons to take him back to Canaan to bury him
Chapter 50

v1-13 Burial of Jacob

- Embalmed by doctors instead of professional embalmers to avoid religious or mystical issues

- Went to the east side of the Jordon mourned 7 days before crossing the Jordan to bury his father

v14-26 
Gen 50:20  But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.

