Adult III – 14 August 2011 – Notes on Lesson 11 - Love Is of God
1 John 4:7-21
I. Pattern for Love (1 John 4:7–11)
Epithumia -  Covet or Lust after (Mat 5:28 lust after a woman = Adultry) - a strong desire of any kind. It can take either one of two directions: towards virtue and God or towards passion and inordinate attachment. In the negative sense, it is translated "lust." In the positive sense, it is translated "desire" or "love."
Éros - passionate love, with sensual desire and longing. "intimate love;" however, eros does not have to be sexual in nature.
Storge - natural affection/love, like that felt by parents for their children.
Philia - friendship or brotherly love. It includes loyalty to friends, family, and community, and requires virtue, equality and familiarity.
Agápe - unconditional love or sacrificial love. 
“Love is as strong as death.”  - Song of Solomon 8:6 ('ahabah = God's love to His people)

v7  Beloved, let us love one another = agapētos, agapaō
v8  He that loveth (agapē) not knoweth not God; for God is love.
· God is light - 1 John 1:5

· God is a Spirit - John 4:24

· God is one Lord: - Mark 12:29 (Shema - Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord)

· God is a consuming fire - Heb 12:29
- Why is God the perfect example of Agape Love? See v9.

His love for us did what we could never do for ourselves.
4:10 - propitiation for our sins (used 2x in the Bible 1 John 2:2) also translated as: offering, (atoning) sacrifice, payment, and has a meaning of appeasement
v11 - We should know how to love one another because we have experienced God's love.
II. Perfection of Love (1 John 4:12–18)

• God’s goal is for His children to become like Christ so His love will be perfected in them.

• What the watching world understands about God is directly related to what it sees in Christians.

• Love is the expected mark of God’s presence in one’s life.
- How can we know if we are really dwelling in God and He in us? 

Three marks of an authentic Believer:
· Truth - belief that Jesus in the flesh is truly the Son of God
· Obedience - consistent obedience to the commands of God
· Love - love for one another in the family of God
v12 - "his love is perfected in us"
· Sometimes Jesus seemed weak and lacking in power, but He was always full of love. 

· Sometimes Jesus wasn't popular at all, but He was always full of love. 

· Sometimes Jesus didn't inspire passionate feelings in people at all, but He was always full of love.
· Love was the constant, greatest evidence of the presence and work of God in Jesus Christ.
For some people, the only Bible they will ever read is what they read in our lives as we are living out the love of Christ.
Sanctification - a process by which the Holy Spirit changes our nature from one of original sin to one like Christ
John Wesley - moving on to perfection
v13 Why is love a mark of the Christian? - because it is the fruit produced by the Holy Spirit.

Gal 5:22-23  22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

23Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

- What might happen if we emphasize love at the expense of truth as we witness?
   
Without truth there is absolutely no foundation upon which to build…

v17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment:

- As much as we can know the completeness of God's love now, we will know it all the more in the day of judgment.
· If you are aware that are a sinner saved by Grace now 
· If you believe in Hell now, you will know it even more in the day of judgment
· If you know you are not better than those going to Hell now
· If you know the greatness of the salvation of Jesus Christ now
Faith produces courage - VOM, Fox's Book of Martyrs

v18 - There is no fear in love 

Rev 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death
III. Practice of Love (1 John 4:19–21)

• For Christians, love is not an option, but an obligation.

• God is the power and pattern for our love for Him and one another.
Love does not come naturally to us because we are born with an inherited sin nature that drives us toward selfishness.
Can Christians be tempted to hate?  Discuss VOM Christians view toward torturers/persecutors.
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