Adult III – 7 August 2011 – Notes on Lesson 10 - Discerning Truth and Error
1 John 4:1-6
As Christians we must not be gullible and believe every self-proclaimed prophet. We must ask ourselves what is it that the teacher says about Jesus Christ, and we should observe the kind of people who accept the teacher.  John reassured his readers that he was speaking the truth from God, not the error of false teachers.
- Diamond has to be inspected, microscope, refractometer, dichroscope, polariscope

- Gold/Silver Coins test for weight, size, thickness

In today's world, one of the highest values is tolerance… 

Christians should treat others with love, kindness and respect but not tolerate wrong doctrine.

- If you were new to a community, how would you begin looking for a church while at the same time avoiding spiritual deception?

- What can a church do to help people looking for a church to understand its doctrinal position?

I. The Test of Affirmation (1 John 4:1–3)


A. Need for the test (4:1)
- Many, when first encountering the reality of the spiritual world, are too impressed and amazed to ask whether they are of God. This leads to easy deception.

But the life of a Christian moves between two points of peril: 

 - tendency for isolation which keeps out everything that does not exactly conform to our understanding of the Gospel. That closes the door to fellowship with other believers who may differ slightly from our point of view. 

- danger of accepting everything that presents itself as religious.
Balance between our understanding of the Gospel and fellowship/outreach

 - my experience at WFBC
Deut 13 - Warned of prophets who work miracles then try to lead you after other gods - death
Deut 18:10-13  10There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 

11Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.  13Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.
- "do not believe every spirit but try the spirits" - How can we develop a critical mind without having a critical spirit?  - Know the Scriptures
Paul & Silas ministering to the Bereans:
Acts 17:11  These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
Heb 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.


B. Nature of the test (4:2)
Slide:  Ask yourself…What does this teaching affirm about Jesus?

John 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Jesus was fully human and fully divine… Hypostatic union = theological term
Hypostasis(Gr) = foundation, substance, or subsistence = name-to-term relationship (human/divine)
Nicene Creed 325AD - Presbyterian Church

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, of things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the begotten of God the Father, the Only-begotten, that is of the essence of the Father. God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten and not made; of the very same nature of the Father, by Whom all things came into being, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.

C. News of the test (4:3)
After stating the test in a positive way then he restates the test in a negative way…
anti = in place of (Christ)
II. The Test of Acceptance (1 John 4:4–6)

A. Acceptance by God (4:4)
God & Satan are not "equal but opposite forces"…  Satan is a created being, created by God.

We who have been saved, reborn/regenerated are children of God and saints of the Church and have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit…
By being reborn in the Spirit we are a new creature = able to sin but also able to not sin

B. Acceptance by the world (4:5)
- See Slide 2nd Question

What are some examples of false teachings that are attractive to the world?

- Self esteem

- Real men don't go to church

C. Acceptance as a test (4:6)
- He who knows God hears us (apostles): Those who are of God enjoy fellowship with other believers; they speak the common language of fellowship with God and with each other (1 John 1:3).
- The world does not understand the things wd do; they think we are crazy to tithe, go to church, etc…there is a spiritual dynamic at work here.
CASE STUDY
