Adult III – 31 July 11 – Notes on Lesson 9 - Loving in Deed and Truth
1 John 3:11-24
How do family members know that you love them?

Review the slide:   Marks of an Authentic Believer

1 John 3:10 tells us we can be distinguished by our actions, as a child of Christ or the Devil…

John continues to develop this in today's lesson.

I. Commitment in Love (1 John 3:11–18)

A. Different priority for love (3:11–15)
v11 - "from the beginning"

John 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
1 John 2:7 - "I write no new commandment unto you"
v12 "Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.” 
v13  "Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you"

- John illustrates brotherly love by its contrary, Cain - Genesis 4:1-7

Cain/Able, Ishmael/Issac, Jews/prophets & Christ
Evil does not tolerate righteousness - being played out as anti-Christian, pro-gay rights, embrace Islam
Christians should not tolerate sin - put to death = dis-fellowship with motive of correcting

Biblical definition of death = separation (except blood for blood)
Gen_9:6  Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.

Exo 21:17/ Lev 20:9  And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death.
Rev 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

v14 Love for one another = passing from death to life
John 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.

"He that loveth not his brother abideth in death." - Abortionist
Sunday 31 May 2009, Dr. George Tiller, who remained one of the nation's few providers of late-term abortions despite decades of protests and attacks, was shot and killed in a church where he was serving as an usher.
v15  Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer,.... A spirit/soul murderer
B. Divine pattern for love (3:16–18)
Many like to believe that people are basically good.  

If that was true, love for others would come naturally. 

But we follow Cain's example of self interest instead of righteousness.
- Not as the world says do unto others as you want them to do unto you but…do unto others as Christ has already done.  SEE SLIDE
v16 because he laid down his life for us:
As saints, we ought to be willing to risk their lives, and to expose themselves to dangers, for the sake of our brethren, when we are called to it, and the case requires it:  Example VOM stories.
v17-18 - love is shown by having compassion on and helping others - love in deed and truth
USA is the world's biggest sponsor of relief aid - lost memory of why… hospitals, schools, benevolent organizations, etc
II. Confidence in Prayer (1 John 3:19–24)
One of John's main purposes was to reassure his readers that they were truly Christians.
False teachers had shaken their confidence.
A. Confidence threatened (3:19, 20) - For those who are saved
False teachers were creating doubt - attacking believers on the emotional level.
When does doubt become sin?

But doubt only becomes sin when we choose to live based on the fears/doubt and not on the promises of Scripture.
What happens to our spiritual growth when we doubt our salvation?
Confidence comes from trusting scripture and not our own feelings or what others say.

The Spirit convicts of sin because without that conviction we cannot experience being forgiven. 
The purpose of the Spirit’s conviction is always forgiveness. 
Satan will accuse us for the purpose of accusing and to bring us to despair.
Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
B. Confidence thriving (3:21–24)
v21 - "The word "confidence" means, the right to 'speak our mind' . . . unhampered by fear or shame."
Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
v22 -  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him = those living in God's will = BB gun vs Cap Buster
But those living in sin = 

James 4:3  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

v23 - believe on the name = trust in Jesus Christ

v24 - Keeping God's commandments is evidence having the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and of being a child of God and in turn provides the experience of being loved and loving.
- Case Study

1 Peter 1:22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love [phileo] of the brethren, fervently love [agape] one another from the heart, 

