Adult III – 24 July 11 – Notes on Lesson 8 - What Christ Came to Do

1 John 3:4-10
I. From Lawlessness to Righteousness (1 John 3:4–7)


A. Sin is lawlessness (3:4)
Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
What is "sin" in your own words? - At its deepest level it is an act of rebellion against God!
Psalm 51:4  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.
What words do we use in place of "sin"? Why?  mistakes, weaknesses, bad judgment, sickness  
Law is a method of teaching. Setting up standards or laws contrary to God's laws leads people astray. This was the treat that John was counteracting.

B. Christ took away sins (3:5, 6)
v5 " take away our sins" - the verb translated “take away” is in a tense that means “once-for-all” act. It all happened in one act; it is an accomplished fact that needs not be repeated. “It is finished!”

v6 " whosoever sinneth" - John uses the present tense of the verb “to sin” in v.6. In the Greek grammar this means a continuous act, a living in sin. It is not a temporary failure, but a remaining in a sinful condition and enjoying it.
- Embracing sin and living for Christ is incompatible… Living in Sin story…
- Consistent sin is a mark of those who do no know Christ

C. Christ produces righteousness (3:7)
Addresses them as Little children showing his love and concern for them
"let no man deceive you" - be wary of false teachers…(today) be wary of political correctness
Christians are righteous because we have the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
The world likes to throw this verse at us but it taken totally out of context.
Matthew 7:1  Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
We should be intolerant of sin just as our Holy God is intolerant of sin.
Matthew 7:6  Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 
II. From Sin to Love (1 John 3:8–10)


A. Sin is from the Devil (3:8a)
What you do is an indication of who you belong to…and your true character:

You steal because you are thief

You commit adultery because you are an adulterer

You commit murder because you are a murderer

Simple things - 
You cut line or park in a handicapped parking place because you are self centered

How do we view ourselves?  Saints or Sinners  

What do we call our children?  little devil


B. Christ destroyed the works of the Devil (3:8b, 9)
St. Augustine of Hippo developed the concept of the Church as a spiritual City of God (book by that name) and he in his teachings he viewed Human Nature in Its Fourfold State:

	              Pre-Fall Man 
	Post-Fall Man 
	Reborn Man
	Glorified Man 

	able to sin 
	able to sin 
	able to sin 
	able to not sin 

	able to not sin 
	unable to not sin 
	able to not sin 
	unable to sin 


Non posse peccare

Unable to sin - Crystal Sea (sea of glass) - Revelation has 22 verses with 26 instance of sea used

Revelation 4:6  And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

Revelation 15:2  And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.
Revelation 21:1  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

C. Christ produced righteousness and love (3:10)
"in this" - all that he has talked about in this verse and previous about sin and righteousness
Why might John have used love for one's brother as a major indicator of a true relationship with God?

Mat 22:36-40  36Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38This is the first and great commandment. 39And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
How has your love for others changed as you have grown as a believer? 

Benevolent organizations versus environmentalist
Last Slide

Case Study
