Adult III – 10 July 11 – Notes on Lesson 6 - The Test of Truth

I. Distinction of Truth (1 John 2:18–21)


A. The antichrists’ error (2:18, 19)



• They denied Christ and invented their own message.

v18 - Little children = teacher to students, opposing false teachers

last time = also… last hour & end times = lived in the same tension of time as we do = written as if now
Our life as Christians in fellowship with God is inconceivable without our eager anticipation for the coming of Him on whom it all centers. 1 of 3 pillars  =

1Co 13:13  So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

antichrist = 5 times in the Bible = The "Spirit of AntiChrist" can be in Government and individuals can also be living in the "Spirit of AntiChrist"
Rev 13:18 - 666 = mark of the beast, 
2Th 2:3-4  3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

Mark 13:14  (Jesus) But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:
Mat 24:20-24 "deceive the very elect."
v19 - How can we identify a false teacher? - Deny deity of Christ

Why is it important to understand the false views of Christ's Person? - not gullible
Liberal Scholarship - A good man & teacher

Mormons - A man who became God thru Obedience

Islam - A prophet
What impact would the false teachers have if they had not "went out"?
- that they might be manifest = revealed/made clear as "false teachers" and not part of us
- We must be wary of those folks who are so "spiritual" that they can't get along in any church.


B. The Christians’ knowledge (2:20, 21)



• The Holy Spirit guides true believers into spiritual knowledge.



• Understanding of the truth is an indication of salvation.
v20 - unction = anointing (indwelling) = hunger & thirst for knowledge & fellowship with God & peers
1Co 2:9-10 9But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him"-- 10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.
v21 - They know but their knowledge needs reinforcing
II. Definition of Error (1 John 2:22, 23)

- See "Fundamental Truths about Christ" on slide

- The deity of Christ is non-negotiable!!!

III. Deliverance from Error (1 John 2:24–27)


A. Abiding in the truth (2:24, 25)
- Why might the readers have found the new teachings by the Gnostics attractive? 


-eager to learn, prideful??, other promises?? (become like God)

B. Avoiding the error (2:26, 27)
v26 - them that seduce you = false teachers, previously called them antichrists and liars
The Gnostics pretended to the highest illumination, Islam claims this also
v27
- ye need not that any man teach you = implication is men who are not of the same anointing, John is teaching with his epistle
- same anointing teacheth you of all things = truths and doctrines necessary to salvation
- this teaching of the truth thru the anointing of the Holy Spirit is what keeps us in fellowship

- See " Abiding in the truth" on slide
