Adult III – 22 May 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 43 & 44
Chapter 43
v15-23 (stop before last sentence)

- Joseph saw Benjamin probably while the brothers were waiting in line to be presented to Joseph
- Brothers taken to Joseph house.  Initially they did not know why
- Their first impression is that they will be taken into custody on the accusation that they stole money during their first trip, so they try to explain the situation to Joseph’s steward.

v23-30

- Relieved at seeing Simeon and then being treated as guests and probably took it as an apology
v26 - And when Joseph came home = apparently he remained at his task of interviewing foreigners
v29-30 -  Even upon verifying it was Benjamin, Joseph was not ready to reveal himself…Why?

v31-34

- Joseph is still acting the part of an Egyptian…  Why?

v32 - 3 tables, one for Joseph, one for the Egyptians, and one for his brothers

- He gives 5x the food…  Why?   Retest of their character.
- They drank and were merry… Why?

Chapter 44
v1-13 The final test of how Benjamin is treated
- Joseph's cup was more than just a silver cup of monetary value.  It was more of a Chalice or Grail that had some type of authority or mysticism (v5 & 15) associated with it.
- The boundaries between light and darkness may have been less clearly drawn in ancient Egypt

v14-34

v16 - God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: = double meaning = Gen 42:21
Gen 42:21  And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon us.

v17  … but the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up in peace unto your father.
- Joseph rejects the suggestion that all of them would become his slaves. 
- Before he can reveal his identity to his brothers, he has to know:  will his brothers sell Benjamin into slavery, as they sold him?  Is there a change of character…Is there REPENTANCE?
PM Sermon on 15 May 11, Time: 25:05-20 - "For full forgiveness to take place someone has to recognize and admit and confess their sin, their wrong, for full forgiveness and restoration to take place."

v18 - How appropriate it was for Judah to plead for Benjamin's release since it was Judah's idea to sell Joseph into slavery

v32 - For thy servant became surety for the lad = Judah had offered himself for Benjamin

- Judah portrays the attitude of Christ, his grandson, who would later give His life for others and thus demonstrate God’s love for this world. 

1 John 3:16 “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

