Adult III – 24 Apr 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 38
Luk 24:25-27  25Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: 26Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 27And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.
Chapter 38
v1-5
- city of Adullam = "justice of the people" = NW of Hebron in Judah tribal allotment, 

1Samuel 22:1 - David escaped to the cave Adullam

- married a Canaanite woman, father was Shuah = "wealth" Gen 38:12
- she bore 3 sons:  Er = "awake or watchman", Onan = "strong" and Shelah = "a petition"
- Chezib = "false" = E of Adullam
v6-12
- Tamar = "palm-tree"
- Er was wicked = evil = possibly practicing Canaanite evil ways
- If we marry outside the Lord’s will, we bear the consequences.
v8 = Levirate marriage - Deu 25:5
- The relationship between Onan and Er must not have been a good one. 
Onan must have hated his brother to the point where he did not want to produce offspring in his brother’s name.

v10 - the Lord slew him also

v13-26  

- Tamar knows her father-in-law's weakness for women since he is a widower
- Timnath is just 7-8 miles north of Adullam

- Tamar acts shrewdly expecting to get pregnant therefore asking for an identifying pledge

v27-30

- Tamar turns out to have twins, but the one who is about to be born first is pushed back out of the birth canal by his younger brother. This earns him the name “Pharez” or “Breakthrough or breach (a wall).”  Zarah = "rising"
- Matthew 1:3 Pharez is in the genealogy of Christ

- Judah could not have known that in a sense he was the most important of Jacob’s sons, since he was going to be the ancestor of the Messiah. 

- Scripture never indicates that Judah ever had a divine revelation or had any personal relationship with God. 

- He is afraid that Shelah will die also if he marries Tamar and that consequently Judah’s name would be wiped off the list for lack of offspring but Judah never seek the Lord about what is happening to his sons. 

- It is sad that the man who was to be one of the important links in the history of salvation, after whom the name Jew is derived had no understanding about who he was.

