Adult III – 27 Mar 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 31 & 32
Joseph said:

Genesis 50:20  But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.

Chapter 31 
v42 -  "the fear of Isaac" God is called our fear in  Isaiah 8:13. 
Isa 8:13  Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.

He calls him not Isaac’s God, but his fear, because Isaac was yet alive, and served God with fear and trembling: see  Gen_27:33. 
The Jews note that God is not called the God of any particular person, as of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, till after their death.
v43-55
v43 - Laban refuses to give up rights to daughters and property

v47-49 - 

Jegarsahadutha = "witness heap"(Aramaic)

Galeed = "witness heap"(Hebrew)  

Mizpah ="watchtower"

v49 - covenant is more of a warning than an endearing covenant

v50-53 - Laban recognized the existence of YWHW, because his family used to believe in Him.

v54 - A subtle statement…In taking an animal and sacrificing it to the Lord, Jacob makes the statement to Laban that the herd is his. You can’t take someone else’s animal and give it away; not when the owner is present.
Chapter 32

v1-2

Psalm 34:7  The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.

Psalm 91:11  For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.
v1 -  the angels of God = malak Elohym  (malak H. = messenger = anggelos G.)

v2 -  This God's host (host = mahaneh =camp, Mahanaim = camps)
This was the revelation of his true condition for the past 20 years… since Jacob had seen the angels descending and asending the first time at Bethel...God was protecting him.
Made me think about the song - "Me and God" - Josh Turner

What counts in our lives is not the angels or other supernatural events that God has revealed to us, but obedience to the Word of God which He has revealed to us.

v3-8

v3-4 - messengers = malak 

He sends messengers to his brother in a clear effort to bring about reconciliation.
"Thy servant Jacob" - not claiming his right as first-born son, bestowed upon him by Isaac’s blessing.
Jacob is making efforts to be a peacemaker.

v7 - Jacob was greatly afraid

v9-12 - Calls on God to fulfill his promise
In the face of possible death at the hand of Esau, Jacob grapples with God’s promises and tries to reconcile them with the circumstances in which he finds himself and with his fears.

v13-21 - Although he asked for God's protection, he still took strategic action by dividing his camp which was still not an offensive move but a defensive strategy
v22-23 - To be alone to pray… 
Fled from his uncle Laban who chased him intending to kill him and recover all of his possessions.  Made a covenant to never go back under threat of death. He is looking forward to meeting his brother who has planned to kill him and is coming with 400 men. He has prayed to God reminding Him of his promises. He has implemented every strategy he can think of to soften the pending clash with Esau but is not at peace with his actions. He is responsible for the safety of his wives, children and servants but he cannot guaranteed their safety. The only place to turn is to God.

v24-32 - 

v25 -  The angel concedes, declaring Jacob the victor. God imputes faith to man as righteousness and confession of sin as victory. That is the essence of grace. Jacob is declared the winner because of his plea

for forgiveness. This was the turning point in his life. From the human point of view it seems that when we

declare that we were wrong, we would be considered to be the loser. We tend to think that when we lose

everything is lost. The devil wants us to believe that when we go to God and say: “I am wrong, I am sorry,”

that God will tell us to go away, because He can’t stand losers. Anyone who ever came to God confessing his sin, has found out that the opposite is true. 
v26 - Here is God talking to one of His creatures. He says: “Let me go!” and the creature answers “No!” 

God must have loved this! He had wanted to bless Jacob all his life, but Jacob never paid any attention. God

did not want to go because of daybreak. God was drawing Jacob out and Jacob let himself be drawn. God wants us to hold on to him until He blesses us.
v28 - Israel = "God prevails", new name = NT born again

Jacob’s struggle seemed more an act of resistance than of aggression. The victory consisted in Jacob’s surrender. When Jacob said: “I give up,” God said: “You won!”
v29 - The discovery of that was reserved for his death-bed, upon which he called him Shiloh.(Gen 49:10)
v30 - Peniel = "facing God"
v31 - halted upon his thigh = limped

v32 - tradition to call attention to
