Adult III – 6 Mar 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 27, 28 & 29
Chapter 27
v27 and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him

Jacob’s wearing of Esau’s clothing is a negative illustration of our being clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ. The only way we can be an aroma of Christ among men is if God smells Jesus Christ in us.

The Hebrew word used for "atonement" is kaphar. Its basic meaning is "to cover." It is translated it in various places of Scripture as "purge," "reconciliation," "forgive," and "pacify." This is word for the pitch that Noah used to cover the Ark. The notion of atonement was rooted in the notion that one had to be covered to be accepted by God.

v41-46

v41- Esau did not need to do anything right now but after Isaac died he planned to kill Jacob.
v42 - as touching thee, doth comfort himself - H. nacaum 
v43-45 - "obey my voice" - a second time - sent Jacob to family members
v46 - Cover story to Isaac and some truth - find a wife back home
Abraham possessed a living faith and personal relationship with God. 

Thru this story in scripture we can see how that type of relationship has deteriorated in the person of Isaac and in his children…  God has no grandchildren!!!
Chapter 28

v1-9

v1&2 - Isaac blesses Jacob intentionally & charges him not to take a wife from Canaan, 77 years old
v3&4 - Elohiym (God - Gen 27:28 previous blessing) vs El Shaddai (God Almighty Gen 17:1) 

blessed him with a similar blessing given to Abraham by El Shaddai
v7 - gone to Padan-aram = alone for 450 miles, no caravan with bride's dowry ?? no father's favored?
v8&9 - Esau marries an Ishmaelite to please or spite his parents (Mahalath is called Bashemath Gen 36:3)
v10-15

v11 - "certain place" = Luz = Bethel = 12 miles north of Jerusalem = not first night of travel

slept in wilderness = darkness overcame him or is aware of evil cities = scary alone 
v12 - dreamed of a "ladder" = sullam = ladder or staircase = only time appears in the Bible = Jesus (MH)
angels ascending & descending (continuously) to the Lord at the top
John 1:50-51  50Jesus answered and said unto him (Nathaniel), Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these. 51And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.
v13 - I am the LORD God (Jehovah Elohiym) of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac (where is the word LORD ? Does this imply a closer relationship with Abraham than Isaac?)
v14 - fuller Abrahamic blessing than Isaac bestowed
"in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed"  - a Messianic blessing

77 years old, never been married, looking for a wife to birth a Messianic linage
v15 - I will not leave thee until… - unilateral/unconditional promise - whatever Jacob does

v16-22
v17 - dreadful (yara) place = awesome = to inspire reverence 

v18 - pour oil on it = consecrating the pillar/place to the Lord

v19 - named place Beth-el or "House of God"

v20 - the first vow in the Bible
"if God will be with me" - the word if is not a sign of doubting but can be supposition and could be rendered as since or because or "seeing God will be with me" (YLT)
V21-22 - Jacob makes three pledges: 
1) The LORD will be his God, 
2) the stone he has erected will be a shrine 
3) and he will tithe his income.

Jacob responds to the promise of God by vowing to give a tenth. 

Does our giving show a lack of faith?  How do we respond to God's grace?
Chapter 29

v1-6 - Jacob confirms his arrival in Haran and is told of Rachel, his cousin, for the first time. (has not seen her yet)
v7-14

v7-8 - Jacob questions the wisdom or custom in watering the sheep in this manner. Possible reasons:
- stone too heavy

- covered to keep the dirt out of the water

- too little water

- fair distribution of water

v9 - Rachel appeared

v10 - Jacob rolled the stone away by himself

v11 - Jacob kissed Rachel (in public!)

v12-14 - Jacob reveals who he is 
