Adult III – 16 Jan 11 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 20 & 21
Chapter 20
From the tragedy of Lot’s life we move on to another tragedy in the life of Abraham.

- We have no reason to believe that chapter 20 does not chronologically follow chapter 18 & 19

- Here Abraham repeated his sin of 20 years before in Egypt

- Sarah was 90,   she was possibly pregnant,   her physical body had possibly been rejuvenated 
- Complete moral failure on the part of Abraham, someone who has talked to God face-to-face

- He assumed there was no fear of God among the people of Gerar

- The worst thing was Abraham’s selfish concern for his own safety and his complete disregard for Sarah’s safety and honor, especially if she was pregnant

- Satan is playing a part here also in trying to cut the lines that lead to the birth of the Messiah

- Satan would have been especially interested in letting Abimelech have sex with Sarah since that would have thrown doubt on the child she would bring into the world.

- Esther he tries to exterminate the whole Jewish race

- After the Babylonian captivity he entices the returned captives to intermarry with the heathen nations

- In Jeremiah 22:24-30 the LORD pronounces a curse on Jeconiah and his descendants , declaring them ineligible to sit upon the throne of David

- the massacre of the infants in Bethlehem

- The time of preparation for a woman who was to be led to the king could be quite lengthy. 

- This must have been at least several weeks after Sarah moved in to Abimelech’s, long enough to

discover that a sickness was going around in the harem and maybe in the men’s quarters too.

- God does not condemn Abimelech for his polygamy; but he warns him about the consequences of committing adultery.

- God sends Abimelech to Abraham to be prayed for (v7)

- Abimelech fears not only the Lord and obeys Him promptly but acts more like a Godly man than Abraham.

- Sarah is restored to Abraham and Abimelech pays a fine to him, 1000 pieces of silver, to protect her (buy a veil?) for a covering of the eyes v16
Chapter 21

v1-7 The birth of Isaac.

v1 "And the LORD visited Sarah" visited = (Heb) paqad = to attend to,  look after, care for (sense of grace)

- implies that the presence of the Lord and the grace of the Lord are inseparable.

- In our modern age of birth control, planned pregnancies, and artificial insemination, we have lost the 
understanding of the part God plays in pregnancies and of our responsibilities as stewards of God's gift
v3  Isaac = "he laughs" = name children a name that means something

v4  eight = new beginning

Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90, Isaac was born 25 years after Abraham entered Canaan and 14 years after Ishmael was born

v8-13 The expulsion of Ishmael and Hagar.

v8 "And the child grew, and was weaned" = 2 -12 years old but most agree around 3 years old
v9 "Cast out this bondwoman and her son"…WHY?
- Ishmael mocking = to play with, to make sport of, to toy with, to tease
- Sarah was possibly still jealous of Hagar or prideful

- Sarah was suffering the consequences of her ill-advised request that Abraham father a child by Hagar

- She had cause for concern… Ishmael could share in the inheritance

- Whatever the case…  God sided with Sarah - not because Sarah's motives were right but because it fulfilled God's will for Isaac to be the sole heir
- "Cast out" = (Heb) garash = also can be translated as divorce (3x)

v13 a reconfirmation of Gen 17:20 a promise to make Ishmael a great nation to Abraham
v14-21 Promise of a great nation to Hagar
- Ishmael was at least 17 years old when they were cast out, hardly a small child
- God took care of Ishmael as a response to his love for Abraham
- God had made provisions for Hagar right before her eyes but unseen until it was revealed

- Gen 16:12 Hagar was told that Ishmael would be a "wild man" (Gen 21:20) he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.
- (Gen 21:21)  and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt - worldliness

v22-24 The treaty between Abraham and Abimelech.
- Abimelech was not a believer but had witnessed the power of Abraham's God over the incident with Sarah
v25-32 

- This was an opportune time to bring up an issue of disputed ownership of a well

- Abraham wanted a secure title to the well, with sheep and oxen

- Seven ewe lambs as an extra payment to seal the deal (7 = spiritual completeness)

v33-34

v33 the everlasting God = Olam El = This is the first time this designation is applied to God in the Bible. 

The use of this name for God implies that Abraham looked at his moment in time in the light of eternity.

Abraham is over 100 years old but is looking at eternity.
