Adult III – 19 December 2010 – Notes on Genesis Chapters 15, 16 & 17
Genesis 15:6  And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.
Faith -> justification + good works = Protestant view
Faith + good works -> justification = wrong Catholic view
Luther called it the "doctrine by which the church stands or falls"

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." JB in Mat 3:2 & JC in Mat 4:17

Acts 19:4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

v7-8
- Spiritual high to doubt…

- Promise to inherit land then asks how he will know ???
v9-17

- Abram goes thru the ritual of making/sealing a contract

The animals Abraham has to bring are those that were later used in the sacrifices prescribed in Leviticus ch. 1-7: a heifer, a goat and a ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon. The animals represent all the offerings mentioned in Leviticus, starting with the guilt offering, the sin offering, the fellowship offering to the burnt offering.  They were all clean animals.
v11 “Then fowls came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them away.”. Abraham just sits there and watches while God is silent.

Abram is probably thinking…Okay God now what?
v12-16 Promise of inheritance after spending 400 years in Egypt
v16  for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full; 
and therefore as yet would not be turned out of the land, and the seed of Abram could not yet inherit it: 
wicked people have a measure of iniquity to fill up, which is known of God; 
some are slower, some are quicker in filling it up, during which time God waits patiently and bears with them; but, when it is completed, he stays no longer, but takes vengeance on them
Matthew 23:32-33  32Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 33Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

v17 "a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp"

Reminiscent of column of smoke by day and fire by night over the Tabernacle in the wilderness

v18-20 See map of Solomon's Kingdom

Chapter 16

v1-6 
Egypt = symbol of worldliness and bondage

Matthew 2:15  And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. (Hosea 11:1)
v3 waited at least ten years - long time to wait for a child
Jewish tradition says that they believed they were childless as punishment for going to Egypt… 

During the time it was common for men to have concubines or more than one wife (legal) but it was not God's will, such as abortion is legal.  We see the same thing later with Jacob's wife's Leah and Rachael and their maids and the competition between them to produce more sons for Jacob.
v5-6 

Sarai blames Abram…&…Abram blames Sarai

Do you see a parallel between Eve and Sarai and temptation versus trust in God?

We all know the wrath that can be produced out of female jealousy.  We see similar things in modern society:
Surrogate mothers, artificial insemination (3rd party egg or sperm), even adoption = emotional complications
v7 "Angel of the Lord" - theophany 

Shur = wall = is a desert = toward Egypt

Fountain of water = flowing water = cleansing

In v14 Beer-lahai-roi - See Map
v8 questions that God already knows the answer to…

v9 "submit thyself to her hand" - 

v10-12 prophecy of Ishmael = "God will hear"
wild man = a hostility towards his brethren 

3x "And the angel of the Lord said" = Trinity = supports theophany
v13 Thou God seest me: = El-Roi  = God saw me and I saw God and lived…
v14 Beer-lahai-roi = "well of the Living One seeing me"
v15-16 Ishmael is born when Abram is 86 years old

Galatians 4:21-31 - Allegory of 2 covenants, one of the flesh/law and one of promise/Spirit
Chapter 17
v1-14
Abram 99 years old, 13 years after Ishmael was born

Almighty God = El Shaddai = all powerful God

Abram = "exalted father"
Abraham = "father of a multitude" or "chief of multitude" = nations & kings
Establish an everlasting covenant = gift of land

Second part of the covenant = circumcision 

New born on 8th day…8 = new beginning

The uncircumcised is cut off…
Cannot become uncircumcised = Circumcised heart = eternal security (Deut 10:16 & 30:6, Jer 4:4)
All that the Christian world enjoys, we owe to Abraham and his Seed.
