Adult III – 12 December 2010 – Notes on Genesis Chapters 14 & 15
v13-16
- Abram the Hebrew = "one from beyond" occurs 34 times Genesis -1 Samuel

- Abram and the three brothers, Mamre, Eshcol, and Aner were confederate = ba'al beriyth (Heb) = alliance of lords (may have been believers but I think not because of later interaction with king of Sodom)
- The phrase "his brother" shows how close the relationship was between Abram and Lot, his nephew.  He was willing to risk his life.
- Abram was considered a prince or king over his people and had a standing army ("trained servants") of 318 men.  "Born in his own house" to guarantee loyalty to Abram.
- We don't know how many were in the forces of Mamre, Eshcol, and Aner but they accompanied Abram v24.
- "Divided himself" and "by night" shows use of tactics to his advantage.

- Was successful in recovering all that was lost.

v17-20
- king of Sodom was first to go out to Abram (symbolic ?)
- valley of Shaveh (plain) is near Jerusalem = king's dale = level place good for battles

- Melchizedek = king of Righteousness = king of Salem (peace) = priest of the most high God (Elyown El)

- David's Psalm about the coming Messiah…

Psalm 110:4  The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.
Hebrews Chapter 7:1-17
- Later God forbade the kings of Israel to be priests and the priests to be kings (2 Chronicles 26:16-26)

- Bread and wine = foreshadowing of communion

- Bless Abram of the most high God (Elyown El)
- Attributed Abram victory to the most high God (Elyown El)
- " And he gave him tithes of all."  First time in scripture that a tithe is mentioned. 

Gen 28:22 (after he had the vision at Bethel) …And of all that you give me I (Jacob) will give a full tenth to you."

(next Lev 27, Num18, Deut 12, 14, 26)

- Tithe not out of the goods that were recovered, for they were restored to the owners of them, but out of the spoils that were taken from the enemy
v21-24
- king of Sodom…"give me the persons" and "you take the goods"
- Abram = I will not take anything that is yours 

We cannot separate the gift from the giver. It is better to be poor and belong to the Lord than to be rich and be under the power of darkness.

1 Timothy 3:8  the deacons [must] not [be] greedy of filthy lucre;(KJV) not greedy for dishonest gain (ESV)

- Abram was showing his unselfish nature as a man of God

- v24 (not believers ?) let them take their portion
Chapter 15
v1-6
-  "Word of the Lord" = first time this phrase is used
- Just returned from battle (We don't know of Abram previously being in a battle) 

& the Lord said "Fear not…I am thy shield" = covering = atonement
Fear = yare' (Heb) = last used in the Garden by Adam  

Genesis 3:10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I [was] naked; and I hid myself .
- Just turned down a reward  from the king of Sodom & the Lord said " …I am… thy exceeding great reward"
(reward = sakar = wages, pay, fee for passage)
- v2 Probing question in light of the possibility he could have been killed in the battle
- Lord God = Adonai Jehovah = Sovereign 

-  Eliezer = God is help

- Abram had faith in God's promise of an heir.  
-  he believed in the Word of the Lord, v4 
-  he believed in the promise of God, that he should have a seed, and a very numerous one; v5
-  he believed in his righteousness as justifying him before God: v6
Genesis 15:6  And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.
Faith -> justification + good works = Protestant view
Faith + good works -> justification = wrong Catholic view
Luther called it the "doctrine by which the church stands or falls"

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." JB in Mat 3:2 & JC in Mat 4:17

Acts 19:4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

