Adult III – 5 December 2010 – Notes on Genesis Overview 1-12 and Chapter 13

Quick Overview of Chapters 1-12:
- World was created in 6 days and God (Elohim) rested on the seventh 1 & 2
- Man was created in God's image on the sixth day 1:26

- Man was given the task of having "dominion…over all the earth" 1:26


- God placed Man in the Garden "to dress it and to keep it" 2:15


- Named all the creatures (sign of having dominion) 2:19-20

- God gave Man one commandment, not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 2:17
- God created Woman out of Man as a helpmate  2:18

- Eve was deceive by the serpent in the Garden and ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil 3:6

- Adam then chose to sin by eating of the forbidden fruit  3:6  (1 Timothy 2:14 & Romans 5:12)
- God pronounced the curse on Adam, Eve and the serpent 3:14-19
- Had the first children Cain and Abel

- Cain killed Abel out of jealousy of God favoring Abel's sacrifice 4:8
- Cain was cursed and separated from his relatives and from God

- Eve bore Seth and his descendants became know as Sons of God 6:2

- Man became wicked and God repented that he had created Man however Noah found grace 6:8
- God gave Noah orders to build an ark to preserve his family of 8 people and the animal kingdom 6:9-22
- Flood came 40x40 and destroyed everything not preserved in the ark (sea symbolic of sin) 7:17

- After the flood waters receded Noah stepped out on dry land 8:13-19

- God provided the sign of the [rain]bow (weapon) as a covenant between Him and Man 9:8-17

- Ham sinned against his father Noah and Ham's son Canaan was cursed 9:20-29
- Chapter 10 is the Table of Nations, 70 nations (70 lamps in the Holy Place of Solomon's temple)
- Chapter 11 the people tried to assemble and live on the plain of Shinar instead of obeying God and disperse to populate the whole world. They built a tower to the heavens to keep themselves assembled. But God confused their language and they dispersed.
- Chapter 12 Abram (Exalted father) was called by God out of Ur of the Chaldees to go to Canaan. 

- Abram, Sari and Lot took their possession and went to the land of Canaan in obedience to God.

- Famine drove them to Egypt where Abram lied to Pharaoh about Sari being his wife.

===========================================================================

Chapter 13

v1-4  
- Abram returned to Canaan a rich man (in spiritual things also).  But Abram's riches did not come between him and God.

- Some Jewish accounts say he stayed in Egypt 3 months; other non-Jewish accounts say he stayed as long as 20 years.

-  In Egypt he trusted in his lies more than God

- Returned to his beginnings at Bethel (v12:8) to worship God (Bethel is about 4 miles from Jerusalem) 
- Our God is a God of restoration 

-  How do we look at restoring wayward church members or pastors?
v5-9
- Their lack material possessions kept them together but their riches separated them
- The material wealth had brought strife because of land shortage but a few acres of grazing land was not important to Abram, a man with an eternal perspective.
- The quarrels of believers give a bad testimony of our faith to the world. (for Abram, it was the Canaanites and the Perizzites.)
- Abram seemed to think that if God has promised to give this land to his offspring, he does not have to concern himself with what part Lot will choose.

Proverbs 17:14  The beginning of strife is like letting out water, so quit before the quarrel breaks out.
v10-13
- Lot chose the best portion; ("even as the garden of the Lord") he did NOT consult with God to ask for discernment

- Lot probably thought he could serve God just as well near Sodom as anywhere. Later he dwelt in Sodom and even served on the town council. (19:1 He was sitting at the gate when angels arrived.) Lot was slowly drawn into Sodom.
Ezekiel 16:49  Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.
v14-18
- God renewed his promise that he had made to Abram while he was still in UR.
- Did God engineer the separation of Abram and Lot so that he could speak to Abram alone about his renewed promise?

Look at map for Mamre…

Chapter 14
v1-4

Four kings made war against 5 kings.  

Elam = modern day Iran, Shinar = modern day Iraq. Ellasar = a town just north or Ur.

v5-9
See map
v10-12
Kings of Siddim fled in terror without regard for the safety of where they were fleeing to.

Lot became victim because of his association.
