Stewardship Perspective

Lesson 3

19 September 2010
Key Verse:  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. (Matthew 6:33)

Theme:  To be good stewards, believers must have a stewardship perspective.  They then must live out that stewardship perspective.
Scripture Focus:

Matthew 6:5-34

2 Peter 1:5-7

==================================================================
Changes in Perspective are caused by many events:  Sometimes changes in relationships or situations radically change our perspectives on life.  Such as:  Becoming a spouse, a parent, or a grandparent…  getting promoted, getting laid off, getting a raise, taking a salary cut…  buying a new house, or losing everything in a foreclosure or in a fire…  Gaining loved ones thru birth or marriage or losing loved ones thru illness or death…
Q:  What changes in your perspective on life did you notice when you became a believer?

Mat 6:5   (1)And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the (2)hypocrites are: for they love to pray (3) standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their (4)reward.
(1) When not IF…  Jesus assumes believers pray

Matthew Henry (1662-1714):  You may as soon find a living man that does not breathe, as a living Christian that does not pray. (Published 1706)

(2) hypocrites = scribes and Pharisees
(3) standing (10 males to form a synagogue), corners (at the appointed times of prayer 9am, noon, and 3pm), seen

(4) reward = misthos = dues paid for work, wages, hire

Mat 6:6   But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

thou = as compared to hypocrites

secret = kryptos = hidden, concealed = cryptology is derived from the Greek kryptós logos (word)
reward = apodidōmi = to give away for one's own profit what is one's own, things promised under oath, to render account, to give back, restore

Mat 6:7  But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 

vain repetitions - forbidden if it is done for the sake of being heard or when done to gain a character of being more holy and religious than others, as the Pharisees.
Ecc 5:2  Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.
Mat 6:9  After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

Personal relationship, adopted children, desire to please, 
But He is holy, more than a friend, sovereign Lord
Isa 6:5  Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.

Mat 6:10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

- God's goals come first then ours.

We should share a common family culture, attitude, goals, values and practices which we promote on earth.
Mat 6:11  Give us this day our daily bread. 

No refrigerators, shopped daily, taught this concept with manna in the wilderness
- How should trusting in God's provisioning affect our earthly stewardship?

Mat 6:12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Debts/sins/shortcomings = opheilēma = that which is justly or legally due, a debt = moral issue
God's forgiveness is mankind's greatest need,

- How does forgiveness affect our earthly stewardship?

If we cannot forgive how can we witness to God's forgiveness?

Mat 6:13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
We are weak and cannot conquer sin on our own; we need the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Mat 6:14  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 

Mat 6:15  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses
Commentary on 6:12 - 
Trespasses = paraptōma = a lapse or deviation from truth and uprightness, sin, misdeed

Mat:18:21-22  Peter told to forgive brother 70x7

Luk 17:3-4  Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. 4  And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.
- How do we handle unrepentant trespassers/debtors?  Brothers?  Non-believers?

Mat 6:16  Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 

Mat 6:17  But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 

Mat 6:18  That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

Jews fasted on Monday and Thursday until the sun went down, then it was the next day.
Wash thy face = Rubbed ashes on their face to show they were fasting.

Mat 6:19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 

Mat 6:20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

Mat 6:21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

Earthly things have relatively small value; spiritual things have infinite value.
God is owner of everything.  We are manager/stewards.

- What investments could be made with our earthly treasures to make possible heavenly treasures?

Mat 6:22  The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 

Mat 6:23  But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 

Single = healthy, functioning the way that it should
Evil = unhealthy, in a physical sense: diseased or blind
Light/darkness = in a spiritual sense
Mat 6:24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

Mammon = riches, money, earthly wealth
Lesson - Circus horseback rider on 2 horses

Read Matthew 6:25-34
2 Peter 1:5-7 (Read 1:3-10)
Development of these characteristics show a growth in our spiritual life

Virture = moral excellence

Knowledge = spiritual discernment

Temperance = self control

Patience = endurance needed for tests, trials, and difficulties

Godliness = faithfulness and piety

Brotherly kindness = how we relate to our brothers and sister in Christ

Charity = love which is the fruit of the Spirit

v9 refers to failure in Christian living not lost salvation
