Occupation: Stewardship
Lesson 1
Key Verse:  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful"

 (1 Corinthians 4:2)

Theme: God owns everything; we manage what He gives us.

Scripture Focus:

Psalms 100

Psalms 50:10-12

Romans 14:8-12

Matthew 25:14-30

2 Corinthians 6:14-18

Colossians 1:9-14

==================================================================
1.  Psalms 100 - Proper relationship between us and God
· 3 calls to serve - (v1&2) Make a joyful noise, serve the Lord & come before His presence 

· 3 reasons to serve - (v3) the Lord is God, He made us & we are His people
· 3 calls to praise - (v4) Enter into his gates & courts, be thankful, bless His name

· 3 reasons for praise- (v5) Lord is good, his mercy is everlasting, & his truth endureth
2.  Psalms 50:10-12 - Ownership (50:7-23) - some acknowledge ownership by God, some don't
John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments.

John 15:10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.

3.  Romans 14:8-12 (read from v1) 

Paul warns us to not make spiritual maturity a requirement for fellowship. Since what we do right now has eternal consequences, our goal must be to please God, not judge the spiritual maturity of others.  However, we should be able to distinguish between someone who is spiritual immature and someone who is just rebellious.
· They may be a new Christian (babies are immature)

· They may be sick or diseased (by legalism)

· They may be malnourished (by lack of good teaching)

· They may lack exercise in the faith (needing encouragement)

14:10 - bēma Christos - judgment seat of Christ
2Co 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
4.  Matthew 25:14-30    If we believe that what we are (ie a Christian or believer) is more important than what we do, the conclusion of the story makes no sense.
God = Owner   

Servant = Responsible (dominion) & Accountable (2x judgments, white throne & Bema)
Talent = a weight of precious metal such a gold or silver

Mat 25:30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
In Genesis, Man is commissioned to have dominion over the world in service to God.

Matthew Henry said, a soul of our own is the one talent that every one of us is entrusted with.
Unfaithful servant is the non believer who does not understand the Master's character.  Instead of being a "hard man" the Master was a generous man who wanted his servants to experience the joys of service.

5.  2 Corinthians 6:14-18
The verse “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers” is often used to argue that Christians should not marry non-Christians. That application is permissible, but Paul does not speak about marriage in this context. He refers to the Mosaic law, which reads: “Do not plow with an ox and a donkey yoked together.”(Deut. 22:10)  The topic is the work that God entrusts to us, not general social intercourse. In the work of the Lord, we ought not to team up with people who do not belong to Him.  
Paul gives a series of five opposites: 
· righteousness against unrighteousness
· light against darkness 
· Christ against Belial 
· a believer against an unbeliever

· the temple of God against idols

"touch not the unclean thing" (in context)those things not of God not the Levitical prohibitions
Example:  Glenn Beck
6.  Colossians 1:9-14
All who are designed for heaven hereafter, are prepared for heaven now. Those who have the inheritance as sons of God, have the education of sons God, and the character of sons of God.
· filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
· so that…please God, be fruitful, increase in knowledge of God

· worthy of the inheritance of the saints in light
· delivered us from the power of darkness
