Adult III – 29 August 2010 – Notes on Genesis Chapter 11 & 12
v7 Handout - "let us" 

They tried to build a tower that reached to the heavens but it was so low God had to come down to see it.
v10-25 The line of Adam through Shem to Abram.

v31  Haran - at the headwater of the Euphrates River - 600 miles from Ur and 400 miles from Caanan
Haran was a commercial center linking the Mediterranean coast to the Euphrates River  and a center of moon worship as was the city of Ur.
No mention of Lot's wife.  He may have married a local woman of Sodom.

v32  The Book of Genesis covers more than 2,000 years and more than 20 generations. Yet, it spends almost a third of its text on the life of one man - Abram.
Terah begot Abram:  Abram is unique in the way he is called the friend of God (Jam_2:23); Abraham, Your friend forever (2Ch_20:7); Abraham, My friend (Isa_41:8).
Terah = station (train/bus) or delay

Abram = "exalted father"
Jos 24:2  And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood (river) in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods.
The Jews have a fable concerning the death of Haran; they say that Terah was not only an idolater, but a maker and seller of images; and that one day going abroad, he left his son Abram in the shop to sell them, who, during his father's absence, he broke them all to pieces, except one; upon which, when Terah returned and found what was done, he had him before Nimrod, who ordered him to be cast into a burning furnace, and he should see whether the God he worshipped would come and save him; and while Abram was in the burning furnace, they asked his brother Haran in whom he believed? he answered, if Abram overcomes, he would believe in Abram's God, but if not, he would believe in Nimrod; and then they cast him into the furnace, and he was burnt; but Abraham came out.
Chapter 12
v1-3 - Abram was called out of his country and his family Acts 7:2-4 while in Ur
Gen 15:7  And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.

Faith

Heb 11:8  By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
What are some synonyms for faith?   Confidence,   trust,   belief,   reliance

v1 Abram is to transfer his allegiance from an earthly father to a heavenly father.

v2 God will do for Abram what other had tried to do for themselves…become a great nation
v3 Do we dare to challenge what God has blessed?

All the families of the earth will be blessed - thru a Savior

Obedience & Worship
v4-9

v5 Abram leaving Ur/Haran was similar to Noah’s entering of the ark
v7 
Lord appeared unto Abram - probably in a physical form, ‘theophany’ or divine appearance, other occurrences in Abram's life

Built an altar - probably to sacrifice

Lack of Trust

v10-13 & 14-20
Egypt - Worldly materialism and power but bondage and oppression
v10 - Famine - Lack of trust in the Lord to feed him; no instructions from God to go to Egypt

v11 - fair woman - Sarai 65 years old, 10 years younger than Abram, ref Gen 17:17 (-10) & 12:4 (75)

Even Heathen countries regarded the laws of marriage so much, that they had rather to be guilty of murder than of adultery.
v12-13 - half-truth - sin of commission and omission 
The best of men are liable to sin, and the strongest believer to fall.

No defense can be offered for Abram's actions and what damage it must have done to the husband/wife relationship.
The period of purification for a woman who was brought into the king’s harem was a long one.

