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A Place to-Belong.... A Place to-Become....




Who are we? What do we believe? Are we really Christ like people trying to be like Christ? Do
you believe that you can be transformed?

These are tough questions. They are especially tough if we haven’t thought about them
for a while. Have you taken time to really answer these questions? I’ve been talking about them
for a couple of months now. Let me share with you my answers to these questions and invite
you to finish reading this page and write down your answers to those questions.

Who am [? I am a sinner. [ am loved by God. Saved by his grace through Jesus Christ,
not by anything I can do to save myself.

What do I believe? I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth,
and in his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; and will
judge the quick (the living) and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. I believe that I, and all of humanity, are made in the image of God. That being so, we
should look at each other as if we were looking into the eyes of God and treat each other with
respect and love. I believe that Jesus came to make it possible for me to be reconciled to God so
that I can enjoy abundant life now and for eternity worshipping God.

Am 1 really a Christ like person trying to live like Christ? Others will have to affirm
that. I try to live a life that serves others and is considerate of other’s feelings and beliefs. Like
Jesus I maintain a vital prayer life with the Father. In my prayer time, I am silent more than 1
am in conversation with God. I ask questions and listen for answers. Like Jesus, I do what I do
for others, not for personal gain or recognition. I try to share God’s love with everyone I see
and let the light shine on them so they will want to enter into a more personal relationship with
our Saviour.

Do I believe that I can be transformed? I truly do. I have experienced that transforming
call on my life. I have seen others be transformed and live into a new, personal, and energetic
relationship with Jesus. I know we can all be transformed from the “kingdom of me” to the
Kingdom of God.

Come with me! St. Matthews is on the cusp, on the edge of a transformation that will
make a difference in the world. St. Matthews is here today so that we can worship God, grow in
spiritual maturity, and go out into the world to make disciples of all people. It will soon be
Easter and we will celebrate the risen Christ. I believe that we will also soon be celebrating a
time when St. Matthews rises up to the challenges of being Kingdom people and a Kingdom
church.

Know God’s love and the joy of sharing that love with others.
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.......... Justification and Assurance — We believe God reaches out to the repentant believer in
justifying grace with accepting and pardoning love. Wesleyan theology stresses that a decisive
change in the human heart can and does occur under the prompting of grace and the guidance of
the Holy Spirit.

In justification we are, through faith, forgiven our sin and restored to God’s favor. This
righting of relationships by God through Christ calls forth our faith and trust as we experience
regeneration, by which we are made new creatures in Christ.

This process of justification and new birth is often referred to as a conversion. Such a
change may be sudden and dramatic, or gradual and cumulative. It marks a new beginning, yet
it is part of an ongoing process. Christian experience as personal transformation always ex-
presses itself as faith working by love.

Our Wesleyan theology also embraces the scriptural promise that we can expect to receive as-

surance of our present salvation as the Spirit “bears witness with our spirit that we are children
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Leftovers

Leftovers are such humble things,
We would not serve them to a guest,
And yet we serve them to our Lord
Who deserves the very best.

We give to Him leftover time,
Stray minutes here and there,
Leftover cash we give to Him,
Such few coins as we can spare.
We give our youth unto the world,
To hatred, lust, and strife;

Then in declining years we give
To Him the remnant of our life.
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How can we defeat the temptation to become the “Summer Christian and the sunshine disci-
ple” to, in this crisis, shrink from the call to sacrificial service and giving? What does the Lord
requirc of us if we are to “stand it now,” to become creative renegades who embrace the present
troubles as an opportunity for grace-filled living?

The Rev Anne Burkholder

If your is Pastor is needed, please do call him at any time, day
or night.




APRIL HIGHLIGHTS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU
] LAY READERS
4-Steven Davis
8-Barry Gallimore
9-James DeBruhl
Joe Bledsoe
13-Margaret Clyde
17-Joshua Hager
20-Clarice Edge
Jennifer Larsen
21-Margaret Lewis
24-Bonnie Griffith
25-Lola Smith
27-Connie Miller
28-Jean Lambert
29-Edna Parker
Amanda Call
30-John Williams, Jr
Pegi Lineherger

5— Gail Terwilliger
12— Open

19- Open

26-Native American Service

FLOWERS

USHERS
5-In honor of Diana Bone and in
Robert Parker memory of Earl Wilson by
Calvin Rome Ruth Caldwell..
Santos Pena
Jack Spakes 12-Open

19-Open

26-In honor of Bobbie Jean Lambert’s
birthday by her family
CHILDREN’S CHURCH SCHEDULE

12-Megan Harrison

.............................

Will you come and follow me if T but call your

name? Will you go where you don’t know and

never be the same? Will you let my love be

shown, will you let my name be known, Will

you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
John Bell

-----------------------------

19-Cindy Rogers

26-Lori Shackleford



DID YOU KNOW

THIS MONTH THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE (ORC) SAT DOWN WITH MR.
KENNETH MERRITT.

Mr. Kenneth Merritt otherwise known as "ROCK" has attended St. Matthews UMC for about
fifteen years and he has been a faithful attendee ever since. He stated that Jack and Dorothy
Spakes invited him and his wife "Sally" one Sunday and the rest is history. Sadly, Rocks' wife
passed away in 2004 of cancer and has been missed very much. Rock met Sally while in Okla-
homa and the two were happily married for 62 years, WOW. Rock was part of the SC Camp
while Sally was in the NYA, some of the older military veterans probably understand these
groups more than others. Rock and Sally had 3 children, 2 boys and a girl and 6(six) wonderful
grandchildren whom he is very proud of. Rock has a very extensive military career, (if I had to
write all of it, we would need pages, so I will tell just a little of his 35 years. He retired as a
CSM (Command Sergeant Major) from Ft. Bragg, where he was the 18th Airborne Corp,

CSM. He has the distinct title of have being the only CSM to fill the top enlisted NCO position
at Bragg, not once but twice. Rock is a WWII Veteran, Vietnam Veteran and served in the
Dominic Republic during war time among many, many other assignments that Rock says has
made him the good man he is today. By the way, a CSM gave Kenneth the name "ROCK" after
dropping the first name "HARD" from his HARDCORE way he was as a soldier, as Rock says
" you had to be hard to make it, in those days", you were hard or you were out. At the ripe age
of 72 (I'll let Rock tell you), he still walks more than 2 miles a day and has a daily physical fit-
ness routine that he contributes to his healthy longevity. He enjoys bicycling as well and just
started a new route for this exercise (good huck with the bicycling, Rock), he still is a early bird
and says he doesn't get up as early as he used to, instead of 0530hrs he now gets up @

0630hrs. Rocks' favorite Hymn is "How Great thou Art" and loves his church congregation and
as he says, "has many friends here". He says he always has diet pepsi in his fridge, so if you
would like to sit down, enjoy a pleasant conversation and learn a lot of military history as well
as a cold diet pepsi, stop by and have a chat with Mr. HARD ROCK Merritt, I know you will be
enlightened and informed. So, Rock from all of us, We deeply appreciate you and all the sacri-
fices you made for our freedom. Thank you, Soldier and God Bless........... QOutreach

OUTREACH

Happy Spring everyone! Hope this finds everyone well in health and spirit! The Outreach
committee has been busy again! We have been planning for our annual Easter Egg Hunt, which
will be held on Saturday, April 4, 2009 from 2-4 pm at the church. This event is for ages 0
years-5" grade. Please bring your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and all your
neighborhood children for a fun filled time! We have also been busy letting our church and
community know about all our upcoming events by newspaper and our church marquee.
Thanks for all your help and great job to all of our “publicists”.

The Outreach committee continues to do a great job with picking up the pew pads after our
church services and contacting any visitors. Please make sure to sign the pew pads each week
and notice any visitors who are sitting on your pew. Please make sure you take a few minutes
after church to greet them and welcome them back. Contacting our visitors has been a blessing
to me. Itis a blessing to talk to them and hear all the nice things they say about our church and
most of all the friendly people in our congregation. It makes me feel good to reach out to visi-
tors who are looking for a place to call “home” in their Christian lives. Let’s continue giving
our visitors that “homey” feeling each and every Sunday!

[ wish everyone a Happy April and a Happy Easter! Let’s make this month a time of reflec-
tion on what our Lord Jesus did so you and I could be freed from our sins! I don’t know about
you, but that makes me thankful and happy! In God’s Love,... Amanda Call

4.



KNOW THE GOD YOU PRAY TO

Before you begin each day’s reading of the Word, begin with prayer. You may find it nec-
essary to read verses before and or after the selected verses so that you can understand what the
scripture is saying. Ask questions of the text, i.e. “What does this say about God? What does it
say about me? What does it say about my relationship with my God?”

April 1-4

1 Peter 1.13-21
Hebrews 6.13-20
Galatians 5.2-6
Acts 23.6-11

April 5-11

Psalm 31.9-16
Mark 11.1-11
Zechariah 9.9-10
John 12.12-19
Isaiah 62.10-12
Matthew 21.1-11
Luke 19.29-39

April 12-18

Psalm 118.1-2
Matthew 28.1-10
Revelation 1.12-20
Luke 24.1-12

Acts 17.16-21
Luke 20.27-40
Philippians 3.7-11

April 19-25

Psalm 16

Luke 24.13-27
Luke 24.28-35
John 21.1-14
Matthew 28.16-20
Acts 2.22-36
Genesis 32.22-32

April 26-30

Psalm 116.1-4

John 20.19-23
Deuteronomy 31.7-8
Genesis 15.1-6
Matthew 10.26-31
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Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your

heart (Psalm 37:4).
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