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A Place to-Belong.... A Place to-Become:...




This month, October, brings us toward the end of the calendar year and toward the
beginning of the Christian year. Traditionally, this time of year also brings us to the
awareness that we are to be good stewards. In our pledge as we joined the United
Methodist Church, we affirmed our intent to support its ministries by your prayers, your
presence, your gifts, and your service. This is the time of year we traditionally renew
that vow.

The dictionary tells us that a steward is “a person who manages another's property
or financial affairs; one who administers anything as the agent of another or others.”
That’s what we are, people who manage God’s property. That is a fuil time job that
includes being respectful of natural resources, keeping our neighborhoods clean, our
church building in good repair, returning borrowed items to where we found them,
pitching in on “cleanup” days, and local and world-wide mission work.

In October each year, we go about reminding our congregations of the need for
money to support the church’s ability to serve others. The number of programs we sup-
port, and the involvement of our congregation has grown significantly over the past year.
Lots of activities for Christians are going on and lots of things to reach the non-churched
are in progress. People are reaching out and reaching up, and God is reaching down to
help us serve others. It is exciting to be involved with such an active, giving, and alive
congregation!

My goal for St. Matthews is to move closer to being a congregation that tithes. Can
you imagine what God could do through this church if we were biblical in our returning
thanks to God and returning a portion of what he has given us? Wow! I get goose
bumps just thinking about it.

I think of stewardship more as a spiritual, rather than a financial issue. As you con-
sider your commitment to your church, I pray that you will make a commitment to your-
self to move your personal spiritual index higher. What percent of your income is pres-
ently going to support your church? If it is not 10%, make a commitment to yourself to
increase that by 5% this year and then the rest of the way, to get to a biblical tithe, next
year.

I found that when I started tithing, my standard of living didn’t change one bit. The
change that I did notice was in the blessings I received. Be in prayer asking God to be
at work in your life, sharing with you what you can gift back to him.

Know God’s love and know the special joy that comes from sharing that love with
others.

Mare



Happy October Birthday

3-Jacob Davis
4-Shirley Dominie
5-Billy Leggett
12-Mary Rozier
Ruth Caldwell
13-Monasia Lashley
14-Robin Lewis
15-Frank Bagley
17-Betty Probst
18-Amy Jo Everts
26-Lee Anna Sproul
AndyHewitt
27-Rebecca Parker
30-David Ethington

Minds are like parachutes they only function when they
are open. - Sir James Dewar

T i

In the faces of men and
women I see God.
— Walt Whitman




DID YOU KNOW

This month we decided to portray Troy Willoughby for this month. Troy
(originally from Graham NC) and his wife Betty (originally from Lumberton NC)
have been happily married for 25 1/2 years. They have been coming to St Mat-
thews UMC for 22 years, since 1986. They have 4 wonderful children and 9 ex-
citing grandchildren. Troy retired from Parts Associates in Cleveland Ohio.

Being a member at St. Matthews, Troy has served in several different areas
of the church. He has served as UMM President, UMM Vice-President, UMM
Treasurer (Currently serving in this role). One of Troy's' most memorable posi-
tions was when he was asked to serve as Youth Sunday School Teacher for a
90 day "trail" period, nine years later his "trail" period was over. He has also
been an alternate Sunday School Teacher, Admin Council Chairperson several
times and treasurer of the Admin council. He was part of the "Lawnmower
Gang" at the church for many years. Besides being the UMM Treasurer, Troy
stays busy with the thrift shop, ushering, still turns the aluminum cans for the
youth and is available almost anytime when called on to serve at any
level. Thanks, Troy not only from the ORC but from the entire St Matthews
family, you, Betty and your entire family have positively impacted St Matthews
UMC.

After our little sit-down, | popped a little quiz on Troy and this is how it went,

FAVORITE SONG: He Touched Me, HYMN #367

FAVORITE MOVIE: Any, that stars "The Duke", John Wayne

FAVORITE COLOR: Biue

FAVORITE PASTIME/HOBBY: Working with wood, "Wood is Good" as Troy
says

HAS TO BE IN THE FRIDGE: Milk, at least a gallon



Praise Team update:

The Praise Team has changed their practice times to the first Sun-
day of each month directly following the worship service in the
sanctuary. We invite all that would love to come and express there
love for God in music to come and join us.

Food Drive & Emergency Fund

Our church members and neighbors are in need and we need to let
them know they are important to us. Our church provides all
through the year to our church members and neighborhood. But it
is coming up on the time of year that even most of us might struggle
a little, so imagine yourself with no job, no money and a family to
feed and provide shelter for.

This year we are going to collect the can food differently. We are
asking that after the offering plate has passed you on Sunday morn-
ing that you offer a little more to God, by coming to the alter and
placing your food in front of it. If you can not make it up the stairs
not a problem please place them on the kneeling rail. Just think if
every Sunday everybody brings a couple of items what a difference
we will make in some ones life.

The little church that is placed out on the first Sunday for the birth-
days which is used to help people pay the electric bills or other fi-
nancial needs will also be available every Sunday for you.

Let’s reach out and
'help pull someone

We will start this on October 12th.



WHY GO TO CHURCH?

A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper
and complained that it made no sense to go to church every
Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in
that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But
for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them.
So, I think I’m wasting my time and the preachers are
wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”

This started a controversy in the “Letters to the Editor”
column, to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks
until someone wrote this clincher:

I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife
has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, |
cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those
meals, but I do know this. They all nourished me and gave
me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not
given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.
Likewise, If I had not gone to church for nourishment, I
would be spiritually dead today!” —-Author Unknown

i

The Christian is tallest when
On his knees.




KNOW THE GOD YOU PRAY TO
Before you begin each day’s reading of the Word, begin with prayer. You may
find it necessary to read verses before and or after the selected verses so that you
can understand what the scripture is saying. Ask questions of the text, i.e. “What

does this say about God? What does it say about me? What does it say about my
relationship with my God?”

October 1-4
Hebrews 11.32-12.2
2 Timothy 2.1-13
Revelation 2.8-11
Matthew 25.1-30
October 5-11
Genesis 2.18-24
Psalm 128
Hebrews 1.1-4,2.9-11
Mark 10.2-16
Amos 5.6-7, 10-1
Psalm 101

2 Timothy 1.1-14
October 12-18
Psalm 103

Exodus 3.7-22
Jeremiah 31.23-34
1 Samuel 18.1-5
Hebrews 8.1-12
Hebrews 13.1-21
John 15.1-17
October 19-25
Psalm 71

Matthew 10.1-15
Matthew 10.16-23
Matthew 10.24-42
2 Corinthians 11.7-12.10
2 Corinthians 4.1-6
2 Timothy 2.14-26
October 26-31
Psalm 139

Isaiah 57.14-21
Zephaniah 3

2 Chronicles 7.11-22
Romans 13.1-10

1 Peter 3.8-12




Take a moment and answer these questions. Take the time and make the effort to
actually write down your answers.

& WT%‘

Do you remember the first time you thought about Jesus? When was that? What was the
thought?

Can you see God? Feel? Hear?

When do you most often hear God?

Do you pray with some one? Who?

What do you pray about?

Does God answer prayer?

Do you attend Sunday school and/or church? Why ?
What do you like about Sunday school? Church?
What don’t you like about Sunday school or church? Why?
What helps you decide .right from wrong?

Why do we call God, Father?

What is or who is the Trinity? How can God be 3?

When you die, what then?

Give to preacher.



EFFECTVE LAY LEADERSHIP FOR HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

- Models commitment to the covenant of membership with faithfulness in worship, prayer,
giving, and witness.

- Provide support for the pastor and committee leaders with spiritual resources.

- Evidences a strong prayer life and encourages others to faithfulness and diligence in
prayer.

Practices a lifestyle of stewardship of all resources, including the practice of tithing.

Participates in mission work through hands on effort and or financial support.

Seeks opportunities for spiritual growth through Bible study or accountability group.

- Practices radical hospitality as Christ’s ambassador in the community, welcoming guests
and seeking the lost.

- Identifies and empowers future leaders who are gifted to serve.
- Models servant leading, acting in humility as they grow in Jesus Christ.

Published in “Evaluating and Building Healthy Congregations”, a laity led task force in the
North Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church.

TITHING SURPRISES

The Christian who tithes will be surprised:
(1) At the amount of money he has for the Lord’s work,
(2) At the deepening of his spiritual life in paying the tithe,
(3) At the ease in meeting his own obligation with the nine-tenths,
(4) At the ease in going from one-tenth to a larger percentage,
(5) Atthe preparation this gives to be a faithful and wise steward over the nine-tenths re-
maining, (6) At himself for not adopting the plan sooner!



LEFTOVERS

Leftovers are such humble things,
We would not serve them to a guest,
And yet we serve them to our lord
Who deserves the very best.

We give to him leftover time,
Stray minutes here and there,
Leftover cash we give to Him,
Such few coins as we can spare.
We give our youth unto the world,
To hatred, lust, and strife;

Then in declining years we give
To Him the remnant of our life.
Author Unknown

Thrift Shop News
By
Julie Griffin

The first part of September the Thrift Shop changed over the merchandise from summer
to fall. We closed three days to remove the summer merchandise and replace with fall
items. I would like to thank all the ladies who helped to make this happen so smoothly.
Also, a huge debt of gratitude to Jack Spakes who helped to lift and carry boxes out to the
storage house. There is lots of room on the calendar for volunteers to work and I invite you
to become part of the Thrift Shop Ministry. Our Methodist men are some of our most faith-
ful volunteers and work on most Saturdays. Call me Julie Griffin at 425-4269 and I will
sign you up!

On Friday September 19th the Thrift Shop Committee met. The Lord has blessed us this
year and we were able to contribute to several local charities and church projects. One of
the contributions was a $1000.00 to UMCOR for hurricane relief in Texas and over
$1900.00 here in Cumberland County for the indigent , and $5000.00 was contributed to
the Trustees for an up coming project.

Your prayers, donations and time make the Thrift Shop Ministry possible here at St. Mat-
thews . Does that phrase sound partly familiar? When you join the church you made a
promise to support the work of the church through your prayers, presence, gifts and ser-
vice. If you are looking for a way to make that happen, I can not think of a more perfect
way, than to begin in the Thrift Shop Ministry. The Thrift Shop is part of the church and
through the church we reach out to the community.



SHARE...Remember this organization Where we purchased food
boxes monthly both for ourselves and others.. This program is

now operating as Angel Food Ministries. We will be able to get for ourselves and
others for the present time we would be ordering through the Fayetteville Church of the
Nazarene. The program has expanded so if you are interested please contact me and I will
get you the information. It may be impossible to get an order together for the October 12,
2008 order but we can try. WE can certainly work on the November Deadline so that we
could have some Thanksgiving boxes.

MATT’S KITCHEN.. This is a dream that has been on going for ST.
Matthews for a number of vyears. We are planning to serve our first
meal on Wednesday October 29, 2008. 1t will be served starting at
11 am until 12:30. This months menu will be soup

Bread and desert. Please come and visit with people in our community Get to know your
neighbors and become friends. Help use to spread the word that JESUS LOVES YOU
AND SO DO WE. There are no strings attached to this meal as we were given memorials
in memory of Claudette Miller to start this program. We are asking each of you to take five
invitations to give to someone other than church members in addition to our targeting the
LAFayette Village at first...PLEASE help use to get this program off the ground. RE-
MEMBER WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 29,2008 at 11 am.

Samaritans Purse...Remember that shoeboxes are in the hall way by the sanctuary
door.. And the deadline for returning is October 31. If you need more boxes than
we have you can use any shoe box. Let us try to reach the goal of providing for
100 children this year and remember that the Thrift Shop will provide the money to
go with the boxes. A special THANK YOU to the Thrift Shop for their support in this
very worthwhile project.

WATCH for changes on the bulletin board at the end of the hallway
in the Sunday School wing. As a part of the Witness committee and an extension
of the card ministry we will be placing cards on this board in October for anyone to sign
and write notes. These cards will be sent to everyone on our roster to let everyone know
that we do care for each other. Statistics prove that it takes twelve contacts to get people
involved in activities.. Hopefully this will encourage some of our lost but not forgotten
friends to return to St,. Matthew’s This will allow for persons that do not go to card minis-
try on Wednesdays to be a part of this ministry on specific occasions. Please participate
when you see the cards.

WITNESS...A responsibility for everyone at St.
Matthews...Help Us out.. Adella Pray



The Ruth-Ethel Smith Circle met Wednesday, September 10th. Fourteen attended and
remembered the one’s unable to attend and sang happy birthday to JoAnn Terrier. Our
mission was bags for patients in nursing homes to be used for their walkers. We enjoyed
our minister joining us for lunch very much. Our mission for October is the Care Clinic.
In October we will meet for a short meeting and lunch at Sammio’s. Hope to see you

there. Please remember bake goods are needed for our bake sale during the time of the
men’s Bar-B-Q.

Your Chair Person
L0018 St oot

Hello to all! Another month has flown by! School has begun, summer is coming to a
close, and the holidays are nearing! Where does the time go? The Out reach committee has
been very busy this past month outreaching to our church congregation, JW Coon Elementary,
and the community. We kicked off a project to help support JW Coon Elementary. The pro-
ject involves using your Food Lion MVP and Harris Teeter VIC cards. First you sign up your
name and discount card number and then every time they swipe your VIC or MVP card at the
store, a portion of your expenditures will be donated back to JW Coon. Forms are available at
the church if you would like to participate. So far we have had a great response, and I would
like to thank everyone who is participating in this Outreach activity. This is such an easy way
to help support our local school with an everyday activity that we must do! This activity is
great because everyone can participate!

Our next church and community outreach activity is the Trunk or Treat. It will be
held on Halloween night (Friday, October 31) from 6-8 pm. We will have cars decorated and
full of candy to hand out to the children who are trick-or-treating, and we will also be serving
hotdogs, chips, and drinks to the first 150 visitors. We need your help with this activity! We
need 30 volunteers to decorate their car trunks and hand out candy, and we need the congrega-
tion to donate candy to hand out to the trick-or-treaters. There will be a sign-up sheet at the
church if you are interested in handing out candy, and there will be a box in the church hall-
way to collect the candy. This is such a great way for our young children of the community to
have a safe trick-or-treating experience. Won’t you help?!

As the holidays near us, let’s focus on how we can help others rather than how we can
help ourselves. When we get “us” out of the picture that is when God can do his work! Eve-
ryone have a blessed October and Happy Halloween to the youngsters!

In God’s Love,
Amanda Call



THE UNITED METHODIST MEN

The UMM met 0830 am on Sunday 21 Sep 08. Pastor Marc gave the invocation and thanked everyone
for joining in for Breakfast and being involved in such a great part of ministry at St. Matthews'. (there were
22 men present) Calvin, Christy and Christopher cooked a great breakfast and had the "whole

spread", Men you don't know what you're missing since you weren't there, thanks Rome family it was very
delicious. Troy, Lee,Raymond, and the rest of the "gang" will be the chefs for October. Thanks to all those
that volunteer to make the UMM breakfast, it is always delicious and plentiful. Your time and talent is
appreciated from all.

"REMEMBER" October is "Bring a friend/stranger with you to breakfast month"” thanks in advance for
supporting this effort.

We invite ALL men of the church to come join us for the UMM meeting, even if it is been awhile since
you were there, you needed a break, etc...,new ideas and actions are happening with the UMM and we need
your help in bringing these ideas together and growing together.

After our great and plentiful breakfast, Vice-President Dave Norris opened the meeting by welcoming
everyone.

Prayers go out to our President, Andy Hewitt, Get Well Soon. We miss you and pray God gives you the
strength to re-join us soon.

Calvin gave the devotion: "Praising God" Psalm 19, thanks for the devotion, Calvin.

The minutes were read and approved from last month. The treasurer, Troy Willoughby gave the financial
report and went over the income/expenditures regarding the UMM account. The report was approved.

New Business:

Charles Lucas made a motion to nominate the following candidates for the 2009 UMM Board/Council. Lee
Mayle 2nd the motion, the motion passed:

President: Dave Notris
Vice-President: Charles Lucas
Treasurer: * Troy Willoughby
Secretary: * Bill Stackhouse

Devotional Leader: Calvin Rome
*Currently serving in position

Lynwood Griffin gave a great/inspirational presentation on "Angel Food Ministry", a wonderful program
that has been helping people/families with food for over 14 years. The UMM was asked to consider mak-
ing this program a part of our outreach ministry within the UMM to help community families with food.
Lynwood and family has already ordered from "Angel Food Ministry” for this month and will provide
feedback at next months' meeting. Please see Lynwood if you would like more information on this minis-
try, I tell you folks, this seems like a VERY good way to help a family/friend/stranger make ends meet in
these trying economical times. Thanks, Pam Gallimore for your assistance in this wonderful presentation.



Old Business

Church wide Picnic, 27 Sep 08 will be hosted/cooked by the UMM, thanks to everyone who has volun-
teered already to setup the picnic and to those that will help out at the picnic, your help is always appreci-
ated. The approx. times are from 12pm-5pm, serving food around 2pm. There will be food, fun fellowship,
games and even a blow-up castle for the family to bounce around in, we hope everyone that is able to attend
- will. Come out and have a great time of fun, fellowship and enjoy our guest speaker, (Ch) Neil Smith.
Thanks to all who provided covered dishes. Very delicious.

HOMECOMIMG SUNDAY - 28 SEPTEMBER 2008

The annual men's Bar-B-Q- will be coming in October, (Yes, it's right around the corner) the 3rd Friday
(17 Oct) Charles Lucas will be the chairperson for this years' UMM Bar-B-Q Plate Sale. (Thanks for
chairing this event, Charles) If you would like to help with the Bar-B-Q please contact Mr. Lucas. Plates
will sell for $6.00 each (They are big plates) This would be a great way to say thank you to friend, family,
co-workers or even a stranger. Just purchase a few tickets and pass them out to complete strangers, oh, what
a great feeling it will give you. The hours will be from 11am-7pm, so you can help out a loved one by
them not cooking on that Friday evening. (They'll love you for it) Thanks in advance for all your sup-

REMEMBER: A great ABILITY we all have to offer GOD - is availABILITY!!!

REMINDERS:

October Communion Members: Dave Norris Maria Stackhouse Hilda Pena
Charles Lucas Bill Stackhouse Santos Pena
*Alt: Lloyd Miller

Calvin spoke again of the great feedback that is being received on the communion ministry and thanked
everyone that participates in this great ministry. More communion teams may be needed real soon as this
ministry continues to grow, so if you haven't tried this ministry, give it a try, you will enjoy the spiritual
feeling it bestows upon you. Who knows, you might like it.

If you know of anyone who would like to take part in this ministry, please contact Calvin Rome or the
church office.

October Ushers: *Bob Lambert James DeBruhl
Kenneth Merritt ~ Frank Bagley

*Head Usher. also responsible for attending nurture meeting of the month

We hope to see all the men of the church at our next meeting, which will be Sunday, 19 October 2008 at
0830 am. We are trying to fill the fellowship hall with men for our UMM meeting next month so, bring a
friend, neighbor, co-worker or even a stranger to share in a great breakfast and fun fellowship. Just a re-
minder, we welcome the men of the church (member or not) to join us for United Methodist Men each
month, even if it has been awhile since we have seen you, come, fellowship and break bread (or biscuit)
with the other men of the church.

Please check out the UMM Board located in the front hallway for valuable information, upcoming events
and member information.

Pastor Marc gave the benediction and wished everyone a great week.



The new book for the young adult Sunday school class is titled, Fam-
ily: Finding Who We Are and How We Belong. We will explore how con-
temporary young adult Christians who are either living alone or in a family
group may create or contribute to a supportive and nurturing "family" life.

Session titles include:

[ Defining Family--What is a family?

0 The Value of Family--Why should I care about family when I can make it
on my own?

0 Family and Identity--What does "family" contribute to a person's iden-
tity? Do we create and/or inherit our identities?

0 Brokenness in the Family--What do "functional" and "dysfunctional"
mean?

0 Characteristics of Healthy Families--What characteristics exist in
healthy families who function in a variety of circumstances?

0 Creating Healthy Families--How do families with children (traditional
two-parent and single-parent) provide a supportive and nurturing family life
for their children?

0 God's Family--What does it mean to look to "family" as an image of Con-
temporary Christian life?

Bring in pictures of your own family to share at our sessions; we meet in the
prayer parlor at 9:45 Sunday mornings. Child care is provided so please do
not let that stop you from coming. Hope to see you there! Bring a friend or
family member with youl




YOUTH NEWS

After taking a few weeks off for rest and relaxation we kicked off the New Year by
growing larger. If you wonder why we say the New Year, that is because the youth
group had a party for all of the new 6th graders who wanted to join the youth program
at St. Matthews. After church on the 7th of September we loaded up and went out for
a Mexican lunch. After that it was off to the bowling alley for a good time. At the last
minute though we had to recruit Ms. Dawn to help drive because there were so many
youth, we didn't have room. Wouldn't a church van be Awesome? Just so you all
know who our new youth members are: Hayley Choate, Crystal Kornagay and Taylor
Ramos. In addition to the 6th graders, Jordan Ethington has joined our ranks. Again
we welcome you all and are looking forward to the fellowship we will have to-
gether. Then on the 14th we started our business meetings (boring) well not really we
have planned some real cool stuff that we would like to do for our church and commu-
nity. Soon you will be seeing us doing a few fund raisers which we will be giving part
of the profits to the church for the purchase of a 15 passenger van. Our fund raisers are
going to be selling coupons for Krispy Kreme doughnuts and selling cookbooks. Both
of these hopefully will start around the first of the month. In addition to fund raisers,
we are going to try our hands at some mission work for Fayetteville's Needy. We are
going to put together toiletry bags and collect coats for the 7th Annual "F E E D Fa-
yetteville-Cumberland” (Faith Community Enjoying Evolved Human Develop-
ment). There will be more information about these events and we ask everyone to
please support our projects. We are still caring for the church lawn on Saturday morn-
ings and collecting cans so if your a big soda drinker save those cans and drop them
by the church. If you are interested in what your youth have been doing please stop
and take a look at our bulletin boards outside the Pastors office. Till next month: Just
remember to never live faster than your guardian angle can fly!




"October 8, 2007
IF TEARS COULD BUILD A STAIRWAY

If tears could build a stairway

And memories were a lane
We would walk right up to heaven
And bring you back again.

No farewell words were spoken
No time to say goodbye
You were gone before we knew it
And only God knows why.

Our hearts still ache in sadness
And secret tears still flow
What it meant to lose you

No one can ever know.

God’s finger touched him and he slipped away from earth’s dark shadows 8
a brighter day; God saw the road was getting rough, the hills were hard to

climb; He gently closed his weary eyes, and whispered, “Peace be Thine.”
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