LOYO-SZY-01L6
Y0E8Z ON ‘alIna3jakey
peoy s|IN @doH ZozZ

y2.ny9 ISIPOYISI PaIun

N

T

A Place to-Belong.... A Place to-Become:...




This month, October, brings us toward the end of the calendar year and toward the
beginning of the Christian year. Traditionally, this time of year also brings us to the
awareness that we are to be good stewards. In our pledge as we joined the United
Methodist Church, we affirmed our intent to support its ministries by your prayers, your
presence, your gifts, and your service. This is the time of year we traditionally renew
that vow.

The dictionary tells us that a steward is “a person who manages another's property
or financial affairs; one who administers anything as the agent of another or others.”
That’s what we are, people who manage God’s property. That is a fuil time job that
includes being respectful of natural resources, keeping our neighborhoods clean, our
church building in good repair, returning borrowed items to where we found them,
pitching in on “cleanup” days, and local and world-wide mission work.

In October each year, we go about reminding our congregations of the need for
money to support the church’s ability to serve others. The number of programs we sup-
port, and the involvement of our congregation has grown significantly over the past year.
Lots of activities for Christians are going on and lots of things to reach the non-churched
are in progress. People are reaching out and reaching up, and God is reaching down to
help us serve others. It is exciting to be involved with such an active, giving, and alive
congregation!

My goal for St. Matthews is to move closer to being a congregation that tithes. Can
you imagine what God could do through this church if we were biblical in our returning
thanks to God and returning a portion of what he has given us? Wow! I get goose
bumps just thinking about it.

I think of stewardship more as a spiritual, rather than a financial issue. As you con-
sider your commitment to your church, I pray that you will make a commitment to your-
self to move your personal spiritual index higher. What percent of your income is pres-
ently going to support your church? If it is not 10%, make a commitment to yourself to
increase that by 5% this year and then the rest of the way, to get to a biblical tithe, next
year.

I found that when I started tithing, my standard of living didn’t change one bit. The
change that I did notice was in the blessings I received. Be in prayer asking God to be
at work in your life, sharing with you what you can gift back to him.

Know God’s love and know the special joy that comes from sharing that love with
others.

Mare



Happy October Birthday

3-Jacob Davis
4-Shirley Dominie
5-Billy Leggett
12-Mary Rozier
Ruth Caldwell
13-Monasia Lashley
14-Robin Lewis
15-Frank Bagley
17-Betty Probst
18-Amy Jo Everts
26-Lee Anna Sproul
AndyHewitt
27-Rebecca Parker
30-David Ethington

Minds are like parachutes they only function when they
are open. - Sir James Dewar
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In the faces of men and
women I see God.
— Walt Whitman




DID YOU KNOW

This month we decided to portray Troy Willoughby for this month. Troy
(originally from Graham NC) and his wife Betty (originally from Lumberton NC)
have been happily married for 25 1/2 years. They have been coming to St Mat-
thews UMC for 22 years, since 1986. They have 4 wonderful children and 9 ex-
citing grandchildren. Troy retired from Parts Associates in Cleveland Ohio.

Being a member at St. Matthews, Troy has served in several different areas
of the church. He has served as UMM President, UMM Vice-President, UMM
Treasurer (Currently serving in this role). One of Troy's' most memorable posi-
tions was when he was asked to serve as Youth Sunday School Teacher for a
90 day "trail" period, nine years later his "trail" period was over. He has also
been an alternate Sunday School Teacher, Admin Council Chairperson several
times and treasurer of the Admin council. He was part of the "Lawnmower
Gang" at the church for many years. Besides being the UMM Treasurer, Troy
stays busy with the thrift shop, ushering, still turns the aluminum cans for the
youth and is available almost anytime when called on to serve at any
level. Thanks, Troy not only from the ORC but from the entire St Matthews
family, you, Betty and your entire family have positively impacted St Matthews
UMC.

After our little sit-down, | popped a little quiz on Troy and this is how it went,

FAVORITE SONG: He Touched Me, HYMN #367

FAVORITE MOVIE: Any, that stars "The Duke", John Wayne

FAVORITE COLOR: Biue

FAVORITE PASTIME/HOBBY: Working with wood, "Wood is Good" as Troy
says

HAS TO BE IN THE FRIDGE: Milk, at least a gallon



Praise Team update:

The Praise Team has changed their practice times to the first Sun-
day of each month directly following the worship service in the
sanctuary. We invite all that would love to come and express there
love for God in music to come and join us.

Food Drive & Emergency Fund

Our church members and neighbors are in need and we need to let
them know they are important to us. Our church provides all
through the year to our church members and neighborhood. But it
is coming up on the time of year that even most of us might struggle
a little, so imagine yourself with no job, no money and a family to
feed and provide shelter for.

This year we are going to collect the can food differently. We are
asking that after the offering plate has passed you on Sunday morn-
ing that you offer a little more to God, by coming to the alter and
placing your food in front of it. If you can not make it up the stairs
not a problem please place them on the kneeling rail. Just think if
every Sunday everybody brings a couple of items what a difference
we will make in some ones life.

The little church that is placed out on the first Sunday for the birth-
days which is used to help people pay the electric bills or other fi-
nancial needs will also be available every Sunday for you.

Let’s reach out and
'help pull someone

We will start this on October 12th.



WHY GO TO CHURCH?

A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper
and complained that it made no sense to go to church every
Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in
that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But
for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them.
So, I think I’m wasting my time and the preachers are
wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”

This started a controversy in the “Letters to the Editor”
column, to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks
until someone wrote this clincher:

I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife
has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, |
cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those
meals, but I do know this. They all nourished me and gave
me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not
given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.
Likewise, If I had not gone to church for nourishment, I
would be spiritually dead today!” —-Author Unknown
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The Christian is tallest when
On his knees.








































