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A Place to-Belong.... A Place to-Become....




Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands
Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all,
Healing pain and sickness, blessing children small,
Washing tired feet, and saving those who fall;
Jesus’ hands were kind hands, doing good to all.

Take my hands, Lord Jesus, let them work for you;
Make them strong and gentle, kind in all I do.
Let me watch you, Jesus, till I’'m gentle too,

Till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for you.

As we return from vacations and time apart, I call your attention to the words of this
hymn, and offer them as our focus and prayer for the coming months. Committees have been
meeting throughout the summer months and continue to develop some achievable goals to serve
God in this community in the coming year. The only catch is that we need lots of hands like the
hands of Jesus. The good news is that we have all the hand power we need to serve God. But
right now those hands are in our pockets because we, 1. don’t know what there is for us to do,
and 2. because we are concerned that we have too much on our plate right now, or maybe we
feel too old, or believe we’ve done our share. This year, we want to see 100% of our members
in ministry.

The Council has set a goal to increase attendance by 20%. That is certainly a worthy
goal and is very attainable. The Outreach Committee is committed to continue the Hand-in-
Hand program. We will need at least 50 prayer partners this year. It would also be great if we
had 10 or more volunteers to spend one hour a week helping a third or fourth grader reach their
goals. Of course everyone can be a part of this ministry by praying daily for J.W.Coon Elemen-
tary School, its staff, and children. The Witness Committee plans to continue the “card minis-
try” and wants to begin doing something for feeding and fellowship with our neighbors. The
Nurture Committee will continue working the Sunday school program, vacation Bible school,
and all the other stuff we have come to expect from them.

As you can see, there will be lots of opportunities for all of God’s children to serve him.
So when someone speaks to you about helping them, say, “Yes.” If you think your plate is too
full now, pray that God will unload some of your busyness so you can experience the joy of
ministry . Ask God to show you how you can have hands like the hands of Jesus ~ doing good
to all.

What do we believe and are we living it out? Are we really Christ-like people trying to
be like Jesus? Do we really believe that people can be transformed and changed?

Know God’s love, and the joy that comes from sharing that love with others, and from
serving him.
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God is preparing us for

What God is preparing for us.

SEPTEMBER

1-Dorothy Taylor
Rebecca Causey
4-Lloyd Miller
6-Matt Unruh
Joann Terrier
7-Shawn Schultz
10-Hilda Parker
11-Kay Warbis
14-Phyllis Jordan
Dustin Powell
Sarah Hager
15-Karen Ogden
Melvin Lynn
17-Ruby Lucas
18-Laura Gallimore
20-Bob Lambert
24-Santos Pena
Pam Gallimore
Sam Hubbard
26-Anthony Cabeza
28-Kristine Lewis
30-Amanda Jones
Jerry Brown




PARTY DIP

11b. Ground Beef (lean)

11b. Ground Sausage (your favor)
1pk, Cream Cheese (cubed)

1 120z. Jar of Salsa

11b. Velveeta Cheese (cubed)

1 bag Tostitos Chips

Combine ground beef and sausage over medium heat in pot, brown to-
gether and drain all fat. Reduce heat to low, add cream cheese and
Velveeta cheese, mix until smooth and creamy. Finally, add salsa to
taste. Add any spice or Hot peppers to your taste or liking.

Grab a chip; dip and enjoy.

And from your eyes he beckons me,
And from your heart his love is shed
Till I lose sight of you — and see The Christ instead.
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Is it a beautific smile?
A holy light upon your brow?
Oh, no! I felt his presence while
You laughed just now.



Theology or Religion?

Mr. Congregation said to me, “What we need around here, Preacher, is less of this
theology stuff and more good old, Bible-based religion.” To which I replied, “You’re
right. I agree that we need to know more about the Bible.” What I hear you saying is that
we need to teach what the Bible says, learn more about what’s in there, and understand
how it applies to us today. The congregation needs to get back to reading and studying the
scripture. But can we stop there? Is that all there is? If we stop there, might we miss the
treatise of our Methodist heritage? Of what value is knowledge without action? If we
don’t use what we know what good is it to know? Would you agree that we need to take
the Word out into the world through our everyday lives? Is it safe to say that the Bible tells

“us we need to go and spread the good news?

I believe that we are talking about the same concept. We are, indeed, on the same
sheet of music. Let me share with you a clear and concise definition of theology. Theology
is a religious belief system about God or ultimate reality. Theology commonly refers to
the ordered, systematic study or interpretation of the Christian faith and experience of God
based on God’s divine self-revelation. If you accept that definition, then theology and
good old Bible-based religion get tied together rather nicely. When we mix in that religion
part, that’s where Methodism, our religion, plays such an important role. As you combine
the “good old Bible-based religion” and theology you come up with Methodism.

Methodism is a great religion that takes the Christian from the Bible to the world
around him. As Methodists, our theological explorations seek to give expression to the
mysterious reality of God’s presence, peace, and power in the world. Methodists believe,
like you, that the Bible is the primary source for the Word of God. The one place God re-
veals Himself to us. We believe that we should study the Bible and then relate that mes-
sage to wider fields of knowledge. In other words, look for confirmation of the Word, in
our human experiences. That is why we study the Bible, to relate God to our own lives,
and so we’ll be able to understand how we can find and take advantage of opportunity to
witness our faith to the unchurched or non-believer.

Thank you for bringing up this point. It is important, and we need to keep asking
questions like this so we can keep vitality in our religion and a view of what we are all
about. That is especially important as Methodists because our belief is to be Christians, so-
cially involved in our witness for Christ. A desire for more good old, Bible-based religion
does, in fact, require more, not less, of this theology stuff.

God has a brand new future for us, we need to keep moving
forward.



HAND-IN-HAND PROGRAM

I want to re-introduce you to the Hand-in-Hand Program! This is a three pronged approach to minis-
tering to school children and school staff. The first phase is so easy that every single person in our
congregation can and should be a participant. It requires only that they remember, in their prayers,
on a frequent and regular basis, J. W. Coon Elementary School. Pray for the children that attend — for
safety, for physical health, for mental capacity and desire to learn. Pray also for the teachers and staff
— that they may have patience, that they be blessed for working with these children of God, that they
may have the enthusiasm and energy and love to keep them motivated to provide the best opportuni-
ties possible for God’s children.

The second phase of the program is to be a prayer partner. This is an exciting commitment
that will find our members being blessed as much as the one they are paired with. The idea here is to
be a “secret pal” who is committed to praying for a specific teacher or staff person at J. W. Coon.
Believe me; they can feel your prayers for them as they go through their days and weeks at school.
Through our Hand-in-Hand Coordinator, there will be an opportunity for the teacher/staff person to
send a note to identify a particular prayer request. What a wonderful ministry — praying for someone
who doesn’t know who you are. At the end of the school year we will gather together for lunch so
that the teachers and staff can look each other in the eye and say, “Thanks! I needed your prayers this
year and [ knew when you were praying for me.”

The third phase of Hand-in-Hand requires more commitment yet. Our congregation mem-
bers can sign up to be a volunteer to go to the school an hour (or more) a week, to work with a child
on a one on one basis, or to help the teacher in some other way, or even to help the office staff. There
are lots of things that need to be done in a school to make things run smoothly. Mentoring an ele-
mentary age child is a blessing. Letting a child know that they mean enough that someone comes
every week to work with them is a powerful affirmation of that child’s worth.

Are we really Christ-like people trying to live like Jesus? Caring with children is a means of
grace, a vehicle through which God makes God’s self known to us and to them. In their care we ex-
perience grace; the movement of God in our lives that allows us to give to and receive from others.
We commit ourselves to love.

Someone, from the last school I was involved in the Hand-in-Hand Program with mentioned
to me that, “Each year we have been committed to the Hand-in-Hand ministry at this school, the.end
of year scores have gone up.” Some may say that that is just a coincident. But I say that is a God
incident

Know God’s love and know the special joy that comes from sharing that love with others.
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For me ‘twas not the truth you taught.
To you so clear, to me so dim,
But when you came to me you brought
A sense of him



KNOW THE GOD YOU PRAY.TO

Before you begin each day’s reading of the Word, begin with prayer. You may find
it necessary to read verses before and or after the selected verses so that you can under-
stand what the scripture is saying. Ask questions of the text, i.e. “What does this say about
God? What does it say about me? What does it say about my relationship with my God?”

September 1-6

Psalm 130

Acts 10.34-43

1 John 2.1-17

2 Corinthians 2.3
Luke 6.27-36
Luke 17.1-6

September 7-13

Psalm 141

John 5.1-15
John 8.1-11
Psalm 25
Ephesians 2
Romans 6.1-14
Romans 3.21-31

September 14-20

Psalm 3
Ecclesiastes 9.13-18
1 Kings 3.3-28
James 3.13-18
Ephesians 3.1-20

2 Corinthians 6.1-10
1 Corinthians 4.1-13

September 21-27

Psalm 86

1 Kings 17

Luke 12.1-21

Luke 12.22-32

1 Timothy 6.1-19

2 Corinthians 10.1-18
Philippians 4.10-19

September 28-30

Psalm 89
1 Samuel 2.27-36
Hebrews 11.1-31

When your faith gets ready, God is ready.




Life is not measured
by the number of breaths
we take, but by moments that
take our breath away.

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Melvin
request the pleasure of your compahy
at the marriage of their daughter.

StacCey Marie
t0
Justin [Lee Cole

Saturday, the thirteenth day of September
Two thousand and eight
at half past five o’cloCck to the evehing
Cape Fear BotanicCal GGarden
Fayetteville, NC

TReception to foliow
at the
Hope Milis Shrine Club

TREVP to Pam (910) 425-3643
By September ¢, 2008



























