








St. Matthew’s Web Site
http://www.stmattnc.org or http://stmattnc.org

Around the 1st of May 2001, St. Matthew’s web site moved to a new
location. The main reason for the move was that that we were
exceeding our space allowance at the old web site.  The General
Board of Global Ministries provides each Methodist church with
up to 5MB of free web space to establish a web presence for the
local church.  St. Matthew’s web site had been located on the
GBGM web server since 1996.  However, the size of our web
content grew rapidly when we began the weekly posting of Dr.
Hale's sermons in an audio format.

We now have a commercial web-hosting provider that specializes
in Christian web hosting (http://www.christianwebhost.com/). The
move has increased our available web space from 5MB to 200MB and
provided many other services that were not available from the
GBGM.  We can now provide several weeks of recent audio sermons
without concern for space limitations.  We have added a Guest
Book that we have control over.  This is much better than using
a free Internet guest book that contains advertising banners.
And we have the option of adding other features that we would
have total control over.  Examples may be things like a chat
room or interactive database.

In order to give a better picture of all the activities and
ministries in our church, each activity/ministry should
establish their own web page.  A youth page and a ONE-BY-ONE
page were recently set up.  There could be pages for the UMYF,
UMW (and circles), UMM, Trustees, Thrift Shop and others.  To
set up a web page, it should work similar to the procedure for
submitting articles to the Bellwether.  The “webmaster” for the
activity/ministry develops the content, which can be hand
written or a computer file, and gathers other items such as
pictures.  The content is provided to the St. Matthew’s
webmaster, Calvin Rome, to put in web page format and post to
the web.  Let’s show the full picture of the activities and
ministries at St. Matthew’s UMC by expanding our web site
content.

One of the new features that may be very useful is the option of
establishing up to 200 email accounts using our web space.  If
you want a St. Matthew’s UMC based email account, just notify
the webmaster, Calvin Rome, to set up your account.  The email
address will be yourname@stmattnc.org. This email account can be
configured for use on your own computer like any other Internet
email account.  It can also be checked from any computer
connected to the Internet by using a web browser and accessing
the account through the web address:  http://www.stmattnc.org/up. Upon
accessing this web address, you will be prompted to provide your
user name and password that was created by the St. Matthew's
webmaster.  Now members of the church who do not own computers
can obtain an email account and then check their email through
any friend’s computer.  A church email account can also be
configured to relay mail.  For instance, an account can be set
up as yourname@stmattnc.org to relay all mail to your real email
address of (for example) yourname@worldnet.att.net or yourname@aol.com.

Visit your church's web site today and consider how you can use
the web to expand the outreach ministries of St. Matthew's UMC.

Calvin Rome, St. Matthew's Webmaster
* Home:  867-8031  romec@nc.rr.com
* Work:  432-1471  romec@soc.mil
Church:  425-0401  romec@stmattnc.org




