










Why should I give...

Why should I give my hard-earned money to the church? Well, there are some
obvious answers, such as:

...The church cannot operate without money to pay the pastor, staff and routine
operating expenses, such as building maintenance and utilities.  Did you know
that the church’s electric bill for the each of the last two months has been
over $1300.00?  The trustees, under the leadership of Lynwood Griffin, are doing
an admirable job of trying to get these kinds of expenses under control. They
have moved thermostats, conducted a total inspection of the heating and cooling
system and made necessary repairs. And yes, the expenses of the church increase
each year just as your living expenses increase each year.  Utility costs,
insurance costs, staff salary...the costs of everything increases.  So, there is
a necessary increase in the church budget to cover these expenses.  Are you
giving the same amount to the church that you have been giving for many years?
Have your earnings increased over the years?  Have you prayerfully considered
increasing your giving?

...When we joined the United Methodist Church, we promised to “faithfully
participate in its ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts and our
service.”  Giving of our monetary resources is a form of ministry.  When we
don’t give to support the ministries of the church, we put a greater burden on
the rest of the body of Christ. We have special ministries at St. Matthew’s,
such as the Food Pantry and Emergency Fund, but we are part of the United
Methodist Church, a global church with global ministries. Christ tells us to
minister to the whole world not just locally.1  Did you know that we have a
Fayetteville District work fund and an annual Conference apportionment for which
we have commitments?  When churches pool their resources they can accomplish
greater things than when attempted individually.  The District work fund is a
fair share monetary commitment going toward ministries in the Fayetteville
District.  The annual Conference apportionment is a fair share monetary
commitment requested of each church to be used to administer the United
Methodist Church and conduct global ministries.  Last year St. Matthew’s UMC
fell short in meeting its budget and as a result fell short in paying our fair
share of the conference apportionment.

But a more important aspect of giving is that giving is a reflection of our
maturity in the faith and our spiritual relationship with the Father.

...All that we have is from God, even our very breath2, and he only asks for a
small portion to be returned to him.  This is a theme that runs throughout the
Bible from the first offering presented by Cain and Abel through the Mosaic
Laws, the Old Testament prophets, Jesus’ teachings in the Gospels, and the
Apostolic letters.  This is not because God needs our offerings.  He can
accomplish His will with or without our giving.  It is a test of our obedience
to the will of God.  Just as our earthly father’s heart is touched by a loving,
obedient child, our Heavenly Father blesses his loving, obedient children.

I believe there are at least three spiritual levels in giving: child, adolescent
and adult.  As a child, we are new to the faith and do not understand the
importance of giving in our faith journey.  We want to please the Father but
sometimes displease Him out of ignorance.  We need to be taught.  As an
adolescent, we desire the blessing of the Father and know what will please Him
but we are often rebellious and selfish. Often when we give we give grudgingly.
As an adult or at maturity, we know what pleases the Father and desire to be
obedient to the Father’s will.  We give freely and willingly.  The Bible tells
us that God loves a cheerful giver3. At what level of giving are you?

There are several places in the Bible where we are cautioned not to try to tempt
or test the Lord.  But in at least one case we are invited to put God to the
test, Malachi 3:10:

“Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house;
and thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.”

Take this invitation to put God to the test in your faith journey.
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1 Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18
2 Genesis 2:6-8; Acts 17:24-26
3 2 Corinthians 9:6-8




