










Review of St. Matthew’s Giving
  The Financial Secretary at St. Matthew’s counts the weekly offerings and
maintains the records of individual giving. I, Calvin Rome, have been the
Financial Secretary for the past year. I also served as the Financial Secretary
from 1994-1996.  I am honored that the church has allowed me to fill this position
of trust.

  When I first took the job as Financial Secretary in 1994, it was a totally new
experience for me.  I felt rather strange knowing to what extent each member
supported the church financially.  This is of course one of those jobs in the
church where details are not discussed.  In 1994, it took me about six months to
get accustomed to the responsibilities.  It takes most of Sunday afternoon each
week to count the offering, record the individual giving, make the weekly report
and prepare the bank deposit.  And then on Monday, the deposit must be made
promptly so that the church treasurer can begin paying the many bills and making
the payroll for the pastor and church employees.

  I try to be meticulous about recording and reporting everything correctly. But
after closing the books on Sunday afternoon, if you asked me how much you had
given that Sunday, I doubt if I could tell you.  I just record it and forget it; I
like it that way.  However, once a year I am forced to take a closer look at
individual giving, when I total the annual giving and prepare the receipts for
mailing.   I cannot help but make some observations on individual giving at St.
Matthew’s UMC...

 Some gave substantially to the church; others gave
little or nothing.  It makes one wonder.  Some made
pledges at the beginning of the year; others did not.
Some gave more than their pledge, others fulfilled their
pledge exactly, and still others fell short of their
pledge.  It makes one wonder. Some gave generously at
the beginning of the year; then less toward year’s end.
While some who were consistent givers at the beginning
of the year, increased their giving toward the end of
the year.  It makes one wonder if the consistent givers
saw the deficit increasing and prayerfully reconsidered
their giving.  Some gave throughout the year without
specifically designating any amount; others made each
offering a designated offering, for flowers, in
memory/honor of, for the emergency fund or a specific
project.  It makes one wonder.  Some have increased
their giving a percentage each year; others have been
giving the same weekly or monthly amount for the last
5-10 years.  It makes one wonder.  Some gave a large
amount once or twice during the year, then less or
sporadically the rest of the year.  Some gave once a
month; others gave each week.  You could tell with some
people when they were out of town or sick; there would
be a missing entry that week in their record of giving.
But then, some of those would double their giving the
next week to make up for the lost Sunday, even placing

two checks in the offering plate with one dated the previous week; others would
not.  It makes one wonder.

  Now I know why the Apostle Paul advised the Corinthians that: “On the first day
of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may
prosper…” (1Cor16:2).  It was to help the financial secretary!  On some records of
giving I just multiplied the weekly amount by 52 weeks and the individual record
of giving was totaled. On others I could multiply the monthly amount by 12 and I
was finished.

  When we joined the United Methodist Church, we promised to “faithfully
participate in its ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts and our
service.”  The table above represents the giving of 88 individuals or family units
who are members of St. Matthew’s UMC.  Another 19 members gave less than $100 and
another 84 members gave nothing.  Of course, some of those members have moved
away, no longer attend church, or are in hospitals or care facilities.  And then
there are some members who live out of state but regularly mail their offerings.

  After counting the first Sunday’s offering of the year, we were in the black.
It makes one wonder if New Year resolutions were made concerning this year’s
giving.

  I ask that you prayerfully consider your giving for this new year of 2001.

CALVIN ROME
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

   Table of Members Giving
6820 1680 1065 535
6450 1630 1030 480
4700 1539 1000 475
4263 1500 987 470
3909 1500 960 455
3805 1500 925 450
3748 1477 890 445
3291 1466 860 423
3247 1458 856 400
3200 1418 855 300
3150 1400 782 280
2958 1371 770 255
2715 1325 764 220
2625 1285 735 216
2355 1215 705 200
2330 1200 691 191
2200 1200 690 180
2196 1200 623 175
2060 1164 600 160
1820 1107 550 160
1743 1100 550 110
1740 1084 540 100




