










Sunday School
The Lea Harper Men’s Bible Study Class
President:  W. A. Stewart
Teacher:  Calvin Rome

History:  The Lea Harper Men’s Bible Study Class was formed some time around
1987 during the appointment of Rev. Ruth Harper as pastor to St. Matthew’s.
Lea Harper was the husband of Ruth and was also an ordained minister.  He was
not an active pastor or professor during this time because he was fighting
cancer and was occasionally too sick to even come to church.  Lea noticed
that there were a significant number of men of the church who did not attend
Sunday School although their wives attended.  At the time there was no Sunday
School class that consisted only of men.  Therefore, Lea formed this class
and contacted men of the church encouraging them to try the new class geared
specifically toward men.  The class was an immediate success through Lea’s
very capable leadership.  He taught each class with enthusiasm and the class
members became interested in studying the Bible even more.  The class grew to
an average of around 12 men under Lea’s leadership and on some Sundays 15 or
more.  But the cancer was taking its toll on his health so Calvin Rome was
asked to be a substitute teacher when Lea was out sick.  After Rev. Ruth
Harper’s appointment was over, Calvin became the primary teacher.  Lea had
been selecting the course of study for the class but after his departure, the
class began looking for a direction in Bible study.  The class agreed that we
should start on a journey through Bible from front to back, Genesis to
Revelation.  Calvin Rome has been the primary Sunday School teacher during
this time except for a few months when he swapped places with Troy Willoughby
who was teaching the high school class at the time.

Present:  We are currently in “The Second Letter of Paul to the
Thessalonians”.  The Bible study started with the Cokesbury “Genesis to
Revelation” series.  About the time we were finishing our study of the Old
Testament, Cokesbury discontinued the series and replaced it with the
“Journey through the Bible” series.  Both series cover only selected portions
of each book of the Bible.  The way we are using the series is as a sort of
supplement.  The class has read and discussed each verse of the Bible from
Genesis to present, filling in the holes that the Cokesbury series have left.
We do not have a specific number of chapters or verses that we cover each
Sunday.  We go just as fast or as slow as we feel like it each class period.
Some Sundays we may cover two or three verses and some Sundays two or three
chapters.  You have to be there each Sunday to know where the class will
pickup the following Sunday but you would not be lost if you visited for just
one Sunday.  We try to make each class both a building block on previously
covered scripture and a lesson that can stand on it own.

Typical Sunday:  Sunday School officially starts at 9:45 a.m.  Men wander in
between 9:45 and 10:00.  We use the first 15 minutes of the class in general
discussion.  We talk about our aches and pains, doctor visits, deaths and
births, politics and church business.  Almost anything is open for
discussion.  W.A. collects a dollar for each member’s “ticket”. Sometime
during the first 15 minutes of the class Elinor Stewart comes in and gives
each of us a sticker (usually a smiley face) and a hug and picks up our
offering. Around 10:00 W.A. calls us to order telling us we need to get down
to the business that we are here for, Sunday School. Calvin opens with a
prayer and we dive into the scriptures for the class.  Calvin reads a short,
manageable section of scripture, gives a brief commentary on it, then opens
it for discussion. During the discussions, we cover our own experiences, our
observations, our opinions, the relationships to other scripture, application
and relevancy of the scripture to today, etc. After we are satisfied with our
discussion, we move to the next portion of scripture, and so on until the end
of the class.  Elinor usually brings us some candy at the end of the class.
And we close with a prayer.

Invitation:  We invite any man (or woman) in the church to the class.  We
have too many open seats.  On a typical Sunday we have been having 4-5 men in
the class.  This is just too few for this class, the more we have the more
interesting discussions we have.  We meet each Sunday in the church library,
across the hall from the choir room and next to the church office. Come help
us grow in numbers and in the Spirit.

                                                  CALVIN ROME

Matthew 18:20 - For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in
the midst of them.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.




