Adult III – 7 February 2016 – Revelation 10:1-11:2
Revelation 10 - No More Delay

v1 - A mighty angel comes down from heaven.

· I saw still another mighty angel: Revelation 9 left off with the sounding of the sixth of seven trumpets, which usher in the end of all things.  Now, instead of the seventh trumpet, we have another interlude until Rev_11:15.

· These interludes serve a dramatic purpose, but also show mercy in allowing more opportunity for repentance.  It is as if God brings things to the brink, then pulls back a little to grant mankind more time to repent.

· Another mighty angel coming down from heaven: Many have identified this mighty angel, this messenger, as Jesus because some of the imagery also applies to Him.  Rev_1:15-16 also describes Jesus with His countenance . . . like the sun shining in its strength.

· But, angels are never clearly identified with Jesus in Revelation or in the New Testament, though He is clearly associated with the "Angel of the Lord" in the Old Testament.  A better identification is with Michael, because there are also similarities to this mighty angel and to Michael as he is described in Dan_12:1 and 12:6-7.

· A rainbow was on his head: Not only is the rainbow a reminder of God's promise to man, but it is also a natural result when the sun shines through a cloud.

· Whoever his exact identity, "clearly this angel has come from the very presence of God" (Barclay), and shows great might and authority.

v2-3 - The angel cries out, and seven thunders utter their voices.

· He had a little book open in his hand: The little book is perhaps a disposition of all things, the portion that John himself will see and write about.

· "The contents of the little book are nowhere revealed in Revelation, but they seem to represent in this vision the written authority given to the angel to fulfill his mission." 

· Clarke on the little book: "Meaning probably some design of God long concealed, but now about to be made manifest.  But who knows what it means?"

· He set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land: the angel's stance projects his authority over both land and sea.  His authority is either direct (if the mighty angel is Jesus), or indirect (if this is indeed an angelic being as a messenger of God).

· When he cried out, seven thunders uttered their voices: This relates the same idea of the thunderous voice of God as described in Psalm 29, seven times repeating the phrase the voice of the Lord.  

· ***********READ Psalm 29
v4 - John is commanded not to write what the thunders said.

· I was about to write . . . do not write them: Of course, this irritates many commentators and sets speculation running wild.  What did they say that John must not tell us?

· If John is not permitted to tell us what they said, why should he even record the incident?  One result of it should be to let us know there are secrets in the prophetic scenario, mysteries that should keep our exposition and prediction humble.

· "This illustrates the principle that while God has revealed much, there are secrets which God has not seen fit to reveal to man at this time." (Walvoord)

· "Let us not proceed as though all has been revealed." (Morris)

v5-7 - No more delay.

· Raised up his hand to heaven and swore by Him who lives forever and ever: The mighty angel gives a solemn oath declaring that the end is irrevocably set in motion, that there should be delay no longer.  There is absolutely no turning back.

· The mystery of God would be finished: What mystery?  One important aspect of this mystery is that it has been declared to His servants the prophets.

· It's hard to say what this precise mystery of God is because it is used for a many different aspects of God's plan.

· The ultimate conversion of the Jews is called a mystery (Rom_11:25)

· God's purpose for the church is called a mystery (Eph_3:3-11)

· The bringing in of the fullness of the Gentiles is called a mystery (Rom_11:25)

· The living presence of Jesus in the believer is called the mystery of God (Col_1:27-2:3)

· The gospel itself is called the mystery of Christ (Col_4:3)

· In this context, the mystery of God probably refers to the unfolding of His resolution of all things, the finishing of His plan of the ages.

· "The mystery of God which is declared as subject to fulfillment is unfolded therefore in the Old Testament in the many passages which speak of the establishment of the kingdom of God on earth." (Walvoord)

· Possibly, the mystery also regards the great question "Why does God allow Satan and man to rebel and go their own way?"  The idea may be that this question, this unanswered mystery, is coming to an end under rule of Jesus.  God is beginning the end, the resolution of all things, the gathering together (resolution, summing up) of all things in one in Jesus (Eph_1:10).
Eph 1:9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

Eph 1:10  That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

Eph 1:12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
· God freely acknowledges that life today is full of mysteries; but it will not always be so.  A day will come when all questions of this age will be answered.

v8-9 - Curious instructions.

· Take and eat it: John is commanded to take the little book and actually eat it.

· Because an invitation is given to take the little book, some take this to say that God never forces His revelation on anyone, and we always must be willing to take what He has offered.  That may often be the case, but it would be news to Paul on the road to Damascus.

v10-11 - A book both sweet and bitter.

· I took the little book out of the angel's hand and ate it: In Eze_3:1-4, the prophet was also commanded to eat a scroll, the revelation of God to Israel.  "This figure of eating the book is familiar, and suggests the feeding of the soul on the Word of God." (Morgan)

· John can only proclaim the Word of God if he has taken it in; "Such an action symbolized the reception of the Word of God into the innermost being as a necessary prerequisite to proclaim it with confidence." (Johnson)
Eze 3:1  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. 

Eze 3:2  So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. 

Eze 3:3  And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. 

Eze 3:4  And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them.
· It was as sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter: This little book is initially sweet to the taste, but becomes bitter in John's stomach.  "Every revelation of God's purposes . . . is 'bitter-sweet,' disclosing judgment as well as mercy." (Swete)

· "When he came to think upon it, it was either so mysterious that he could not comprehend it, or the matter of it was so sad that it gave him great trouble." (Poole)

· Any effective communicator of God's Word has experienced both the sweetness and bitterness that is associated with His Word.
· Those who believe the church is raptured after the great tribulation argue that the scroll is bitter because the lot of the faithful is bitter in the last days.  Mounce is an example of this approach: "The sweet scroll which turns bitter is a message for the church.  Before the final triumph believers are going to pass through a formidable ordeal."

· You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings: Whatever the content of the scroll, it is connected to John's command to prophesy to all men.  This is not a message just focused to the church.

· John's prophecy speaks of the fate of the entire world, not just one nation, empire or emperor, such as the Roman Empire.
Revelation 11 - The Two Witnesses

v1 - John is instructed to measure the temple, the altar and its worshippers.

· A reed like a measuring rod: In Ezekiel 40-43, there is an extended passage where a temple is measured.  The temple in Ezekiel is the temple of the millennial earth, but this temple seems to be before that temple.  The temple in Ezekiel is measured extensively, including the outer courts (Eze_40:17-19).

· There are a few other Biblical examples of measuring.  In Zechariah 2, a man measures Jerusalem, a scene that evidently shows God's coming judgment on the city.  In Revelation 21, the New Jerusalem is measured.

· Rise and measure the temple of God: Sometimes in the Old Testament, the idea of measuring communicates ownership, protection, and preservation.  When Habakkuk prophesies, He stood and measured the earth (Hab_3:6), the idea is that the Lord owns the earth and can do with it as He pleases.  When this temple is measured, it shows that God knows its every dimension, and He is in charge.

· God is in charge.  This is one of the glorious, mighty themes of the Book of Revelation.  Rev_11:17 again uses the title Almighty for God.  The Greek word for Almighty is pantokrater, and it describes "the one who has his hand on everything."  Nine out of the ten times this word is used in the New Testament, it is used in Revelation.  This temple will be the scene of great horror and great glory, but God is in charge of it all!

· The temple that must be on the earth for the fulfillment of what Daniel, Jesus, and Paul said about the abomination of desolation.

· The prophet Daniel told us the Antichrist will break his covenant with the Jews and bring sacrifice and offerings to an end; the Antichrist will defile the temple by setting something abominable there (Dan_9:27, 11:31, and 12:11).

· Jesus said to look for an abomination standing in the holy place, which would be the pivotal sign that the season of God's wrath was upon the earth (Mat_24:15-16 and 24:21).
Mat 24:15  When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 

Mat 24:16  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:

Mat 24:21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.
· Paul told us that the Antichrist would sit in the temple as God (2Th_2:3-4).
2Th 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

2Th 2:4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.
· The simplest explanation of all these passages is to see a real Jewish temple in Jerusalem, yet to be built - but coming soon.

· In point of fact, today there are Jews very interested in rebuilding the temple and resuming sacrifice, and are making preparations to do that exact thing even now.

· Rightly, Christians get excited when they see efforts to rebuild the temple.  At the same time, we should understand that the basic impulse behind rebuilding the temple is not of God at all - the desire to have a place to sacrifice for sin.  Christians believe that all sacrifice for sin was finished at the cross, and any further sacrifice for sin is an offense to God, because it denies the finished work of Jesus on the cross.

· Orthodox Jews consider that the Messiah will rebuild the temple; however, the man they may initially embrace as their Messiah may in fact be the Antichrist: I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive. (John 5:43)

v2 - The outer court of the temple.

· The outer court need not be measured because it has been given to the Gentiles.  Perhaps this is because the outer courts of this rebuilt temple include the Islamic Dome of the Rock shrine, which currently stands on the temple mount and is a point of great contention between Jews and Muslims.

· When the city of Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 a.d. by the Romans, they destroyed the city so completely that the foundations of the old temple are not easily found.  Most have long assumed that the Dome of the Rock shrine stands on the place of the old temple.  But new research gives some evidence that the temple may have stood to the north where the Dome of the Rock shrine is today, and that if the temple were to be rebuilt at its old place, the Dome of the Rock shrine would be in its outer courts.  If this is the case (and the research is by no means settled), then it would explain why the angel told John leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles.

· The holy city (Jerusalem) will be tread underfoot for a period of forty-two months, which equals 1260 days (three and one-half years).  This "trampling" by Gentiles probably takes place in the last half of the final seven year period described by Dan_11:26-27 - when the Antichrist pours out his fury on the people of Israel (as described in Rev_12:13-17 and Mat_24:15-28).

· Greek scholar A.T. Robertson says that to tread underfoot means "to trample with contempt."

