Adult III – 13 December 2015 – Revelation 5:1-5
Revelation 5 - The Lion, the Lamb, and the Scroll

v1 - The throne and the scroll.

· I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll: The focus of Revelation 4 was the throne.  Here, John begins with reference to the throne, but now shifts his focus to the scroll held by the enthroned Lord.  
· Written inside and on the back: This means that this scroll is unusual.  It wasn't common practice to write on both sides of the scroll.  This means that whatever the information on this scroll, there is a lot of it - almost more than the scroll can contain. No space to add to…
· Sealed with seven seals: When a roll was finished, it was fastened with strings and the strings were sealed with wax at the knots.  This scroll is sealed with seven seals; there are seven strings sealed with was around the scroll.  See Rev 22:18-19.
· These are not seven writings each separated by a seal; but seven seals all set upon one scroll.  All the seals must be opened before the scroll can be read.

· What is this scroll?  What is written in it?  Through the centuries, commentators have suggested many different ideas.  It's important to remember that whatever is on this scroll, no one except Jesus is worthy to open it (Rev_5:3-4).

· Some think the scroll is the title deed to planet earth.  This is an attractive idea, especially because the coming time of tribulation will end with Jesus ruling on earth.  But it is hard to demonstrate this with certainty.  The best connection in this idea seems to be with Jer_32:6-15, which describes Jewish title deeds as sealed.  But there is no doubt that the earth is the Lord's (Psa_24:1), though the governments of this world belong to Satan (Luk_4:5-8).  If God has to get the title deed back, when did God ever "lose" the title deed to planet earth?  In fact, God holds this scroll - it isn't lost.  But the scroll must be opened, it must be revealed.

· The best solution is to see the scroll as "God's will, his final settlement of the affairs of the universe." (Barclay)  This is based on the idea that customarily, under Roman law, wills were sealed with seven seals, each from a witness to the validity of the will.

· "Roman law required a will to be sealed seven times as illustrated in the wills left by Augustus and Vespasian for their successors." (Walvoord)

· "The seven sealed book therefore is the comprehensive program of God culminating in the second coming of Christ." (Walvoord)

· "The book of the counsels, decrees, and purposes of God relating to his church, as to what more remarkable things should happen to it to the end of the world; which book was in the hand of the Father." (Poole)

· The idea here is that God has a book in which the history of the universe is already written.  He has written the history of the world in advance, He holds in His hand the history of the world in advance, and He initiates the consummation of all history.  Only God can hold this scroll.

· Remember the emphasis is not on the content of the scroll, but on its seals and the One who worthy to take it.
Rev 11:15  Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever."
v2-4 - Who is worthy to open the scroll?

· A mighty/strong angel: We don't know who this angel is.  Many have suggested that it is Gabriel, but we don't know.  Nonetheless, this angel issues a challenge to all creation: Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?  This is a challenge no creature can answer because no creature is worthy to open this particular scroll.

· No one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it: John could not have said it any stronger.  It is as if the strong angel looked through the entire universe to find someone worthy, and had not found anyone worthy to even look at the scroll.

· There is no answer to the strong angel's challenge because the creation is utterly incapable of deciding or effecting its own destiny.  Someone above the order of created must determine the course of history; only God can unfold this plan.

· So I wept much: John's weeping is either because a previous promise to see the future may now be denied (Rev_4:1), or more likely, because the consummation of history is now indefinitely postponed.

· No one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it: To look upon the scroll, one must have the right to open the scroll and possess it - and no creature was found worthy.

v5-7 - The Lion of the tribe of Judah is worthy to open the scroll.

· Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah: One of the elders (not an angel but a redeemed man) rescues John from his grief, showing him the one who has prevailed to open the scroll.  The one is the great figure of Old Testament prophecy: the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, Messiah of Israel and of the Gentiles.

· The Messianic title Lion of the tribe of Judah comes from Gen_49:9-10, Isa_31:4, and Hos_11:10.  The title Root of David comes from Isa_11:10 and is repeated in Rev_22:16.

· And I looked, and behold . . . stood a Lamb: Because of the elder's announcement, John expected to see a Lion, but sees a Lamb instead.  John even uses the specific word for a little lamb; he "Signifies a little or delicate lamb." (Clarke)

· The Lamb is presented in a way both sympathetic and powerful; He is living (stood a Lamb), but He still has the marks of previous sacrifice upon Him (as though it had been slain).

· When men want symbols of power they conjure up ferocious beasts and birds of prey such as those that represent nations and sports teams.  But the representative of the kingdom of heaven is a Lamb, representing humility, gentleness, and sacrificial love.

· The Lamb looks as though it had been slain.  It's hard to describe what John saw, but this Lamb had the marks of sacrifice on it.  The coming judgment beginning in chapter six is dictated and administrated by the Lamb who already offered an escape from judgment by taking judgment upon Himself.  The judgment comes upon a world that hates the Lamb and all He stands for, and rejects His offer of escape

· As it had been slain: The idea is that the sacrifice of Jesus is still fresh and current before God the Father.  There is nothing "stale" or "outworn" in the work of Jesus on the cross.  Thousands of years later, it is still "fresh" as the day He died on the cross.

· As it had been slain: "As if now in the act of being offered.  This is very remarkable; so important is the sacrificial offering of Christ in the sight of God that he is still represented as being in the very act of pouring out his blood for the offences of man.  This gives great advantage to faith; when any soul comes to the throne of grace, he finds a sacrifice there provided for him to offer to God.  Thus all succeeding generations find they have the continual sacrifice ready, and the newly-shed blood to offer." (Clarke)

· Having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth: Even though the marks of His sacrifice are evident, the Lamb is not presented as an object of pity.  He also bears the marks of omnipotence (seven horns) and omniscience (seven eyes).  What a figure!  A slain Lamb, who has the marks of omniscience and omnipotence!

· Throughout the Scriptures, eyes suggest knowledge and wisdom, and horns suggest power.  This Lamb has knowledge, wisdom, and power fulfilled perfectly: seven horns and seven eyes.

· Which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth: The Holy Spirit is not only the Spirit of God (in the sense of being the "Spirit of the Father"), but also the Spirit of Christ (Act_16:7 and Rom_8:9).  Isaiah 11:2 – Seven spirits
· The seven eyes of the Lord are a picture of omniscience (all knowing) drawn from the prophet Zechariah (Zec_4:10 and 3:9).

· Then He came and took the scroll: No created being was found worthy to take the scroll, but the Lamb can take it.  His rank, character and ability to take the scroll and open it (and thus dictate the destiny of creation) has been permanently demonstrated by His work on the cross.

