Adult III – 1 November 2015 – Revelation 2:20-3:1a
v18-29  Jesus' letter to the church at Thyatira.

v20-21 - What Jesus has against the church at Thyatira.

· Nevertheless: Despite all the good Jesus sees in the church at Thyatira, there are significant problems.  The problems are big enough for Jesus to say nevertheless, which means "despite all the good, I have a few things against you."

· Because you allow that woman Jezebel: The center of the corruption at the church at Thyatira is a woman Jesus calls Jezebel.  This may not have been her literal name, but a "title" that clearly represents a self-styled prophetess within the church, after the pattern of Jezebel in the Old Testament (1 Kings 16-21 and 2 Kings 9:30-37).

· The name Jezebel had a powerful association.  If we called someone a "Judas" or a "Hitler" it would means something strong.  It's also a strong thing to call this woman Jezebel.  "She was one of the most evil characters of the Old Testament, who attempted to combine the worship of Israel with the worship of the idol Baal . . . Jezebel herself had a most unenviable record of evil." (Walvoord)

· Some ancient Greek manuscripts state the phrase that woman Jezebel as your woman Jezebel or your wife Jezebel.  Based on this, some have thought that Jezebel was the pastor's wife, or that Jesus meant Jezebel was the pastor's "woman" in a symbolic sense.

· Who calls herself a prophetess: This "Jezebel" at the church of Thyatira wasn't really a prophetess, she only claimed to be one.  Yet, it seems that the Christians there received her as a prophetess, and that's why Jesus gives them this warning.

· Jesus said this would happen in Mat_24:11: Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.  Those words were first spoken with a view to the end times, but there have always been those who call themselves prophets in the church, but are not.

· To teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols: Here, Jesus describes the specific sin of this woman "Jezebel."  Mainly, she was an immoral and ungodly influence on others, and led others into sin.  Jezebel led others into immorality and idolatry.

· Because of the strong trade guilds in Thyatira, the sexual immorality and the eating of things sacrificed to idols was probably connected with the mandatory social occasions of the guilds.  Perhaps a Christian was invited to the monthly meeting of the goldsmith's guild, and the meeting was held at the temple of Apollo.  "Jezebel" would allow or encourage the man to go - perhaps even using a "prophetic" word - and when the man went, he would fall into immorality and idolatry.  

· The draw to the guilds and their meetings was powerful.  "No merchant or trader could hope to prosper or make money unless he was a member of his trade guild." (Barclay)  Nonetheless, Christians were expected to stand in the face of this kind of pressure.  One ancient Christian named Tertullian wrote about Christians who made their living in trades connected to pagan idolatry.  A painter might find work in pagan temples or a sculptor might be hired to make a statue of a pagan god.  They would justify this by saying, "This is my living, and I must live."  Tertullian replied "Must you live?"

· My servants: This shows how terrible Jezebel's sin was.  She corrupted the servants of Jesus, and they belong to Him.  Jesus said, But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea. (Mar_9:42)

· And I gave her time to repent . . . and she did not repent: Jesus' greatest accusation is that this "Jezebel" did not repent.  She apparently rejects the work of the Holy Spirit in her heart, calling her to repentance.
· In these words we see both the mercy and judgment of our Lord.  Time to repent shows mercy.  God gives us time to repent, we should deal with others the same way.  And she did not repent speaks to the judgment of God.  God gives time to repent, but it is not an unlimited time.  There is a time when God says, My Spirit shall not strive with man forever (Gen_6:3).  This means that when God gives us time to repent, we must take advantage of that time.

· Because you allow: This shows the sin of the church of Thyatira.  On the outside, they were a model church, showing works, love, service, faith, and patience.  Yet there was significant corruption inside the church.  The sin of the church was that they allowed this corruption.

· It wasn't necessarily a large group following Jezebel.  A little leaven affect a whole lump of dough, and a few in immorality and idolatry will corrupt the whole church - especially if they influence others the way this Jezebel did.

v22-25 - What Jesus wants the church at Thyatira to do. 

· I will cast her into a sickbed: Before Jesus tells the Christians in Thyatira what they must do, He first tells them what He will do.  Jesus will chastise this Jezebel, and cast her into a sickbed, along with those who commit adultery with her.

· The reference to adultery is important.  It speaks of both literal, sexual adultery and spiritual adultery.  When these Christians honored the gods associated with the trade guilds, they were unfaithful to the Lord who saved them.

· For this reason, the figure of a sickbed is fitting.  They were guilty of adultery, both sexual and spiritual.  It is as if Jesus says, "You love an unclean bed.  Here, I will give you one, and cast you into a sickbed."

· What was the sickbed?  It could simply be an image of affliction.  Or, it could be literal sickness that Jesus would allow in the lives of Jezebel and her followers as chastisement.  We know from passages such as 1Co_11:30 that God can use sickness as a way to chastise us when we are in sin.

· The ancient Greek word used here for bed "is also the word for a banqueting couch; and if that meaning is taken, the meaning is: 'I will strike her down as she sits at her forbidden feasts.'" (Barclay)

· Unless they repent of their deeds: Jesus reveals the purpose for this chastening.  First, it is to draw them to repent of their deeds.  They wouldn't listen to Jesus before, so He has to speak "louder" through a sickbed.  Second, it is to give an example of holiness to other churches: and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts.

· And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works:  Minds and hearts is literally "hearts and kidneys."  In the mind of the ancient Jews, the heart was the place of intellect, and the kidneys were the place of emotion.  Jesus says, "I know your every thought and your every feeling."

· and I will strike her children dead: Those which she hath borne in adultery, and them whom she hath seduced. Dead - This denotes death by the plague, or by some manifest stroke of God's hand. Probably the remarkable vengeance taken on her children was the token of the certainty of all the rest.
· But to you I say, and unto the rest, etc., Rev_2:24. 
· What these seducers called their doctrines - depths, profound mysteries, amusing the people, and trying to persuade them that they had a deeper insight into religion than their own ministers had attained to. 
· What Christ called them - depths of Satan, Satanical delusions and devices, diabolical mysteries; for there is a mystery of iniquity/sin, as well and the great mystery of godliness. 
· It is a dangerous thing to despise the mystery of God, and it is as dangerous to receive the mysteries of Satan. 
· Only hold fast what you have until I come: There were many faithful, uncompromising Christians in Thyatira.  To them, Jesus simply says hold fast!  They must not stop doing what is good.  They must not become distracted or discouraged from what Jesus wants them to be and to do. We are to "hang in there" and stand strong for Jesus until He comes.  It's only then that the battle will be over. Christ is coming to put an end to all the temptations of his people; and, if they hold fast faith and a good conscience till he comes, all the difficulty and danger will be over.

v26-28 - The promise of a reward.

· He who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end: Even when there is the immoral and idolatrous influence of a Jezebel, Christians can overcome and keep Jesus' works until the end. 
· We must not become overly discouraged at immorality and idolatry around us, even among Christians.  God's work will still go on through His overcomers.

· To him I will give power over the nations: Jesus promised that His people would reign with Him.  Here, there is a special promise to those who overcome the threat of immorality and idolatry.  To them, Jesus offers a share in His own kingdom.

· "The word for 'rule' (Gr. poimanei) means literally 'to shepherd.'  Their rule will not be simply that of executing judgment, but also that of administering mercy and direction." 

· I will give him the morning star: Jesus offers them a reward greater than the kingdom.  He offers them the reward of Himself, because He is the Morning Star (Rev_22:16).

v29 - A general exhortation to all whom will hear.

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

· He who has an ear: This is a letter that applies to everyone.  It applies to those who are like Jezebel, who lead others into sin.  It applies to those who follow the teaching of a Jezebel, and follow others into sin.  It applies to those who permit a Jezebel to work her wickedness.  And it applies to the faithful who must hold fast.
Revelation 3 - Jesus' Letters to the Churches (Continued)

Rev 3:1-6  - To the Church in Sardis

v1a - The character of the city of Sardis.

· The church in Sardis: At the time Jesus spoke these words to John, the ancient city of Sardis had seen its best days and had started to decline. Yet it was a wealthy city, being situated at the junction of several important roads and trade routes. The connection between Sardis and money - easy money - was well known in the ancient world.

· "It is of interest to note that the first coinage ever to be minted in Asia Minor was minted in Sardis in the days of Croesus (595 BC – c. 546 BC) was the king of Lydia who reigned for fourteen years: from 560 BC until his defeat by the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 546 BC. These roughly formed electrum staters were the beginning of money in the modern sense of the term. Sardis was the place where modern money was born." (Barclay)

· Sardis: This city was also a city well known for its softness and luxury. It had a well-deserved reputation for apathy and immorality. In Sardis there was a large, stately temple to the mother goddess, Cybele. From the ruins of that temple we can see that its main columns were 60 feet high and more than 6 feet in diameter. This mother goddess was honored - "worshipped" - with all kinds of sexual immorality and impurity. Sardis was a city of the decadence. 

· This softness, this lack of discipline and dedication, was the doom of Sardis on a few different occasions. The Greek historian Herodotus tells the story of the fall of Sardis in days of Cyrus. King Cyrus had come to Sardis, and found the position of the city ideally suited for defense. There seemed to be no way to scale the steep cliff walls that surrounded the city. He offered a rich reward to any soldier in his army who could figure out a way to get up to the city. One solider studied the problem carefully, and as he looked he saw a soldier defending Sardis drop his helmet down the cliff walls. He watched as the soldier climbed down a hidden trail to recover his helmet. He marked the location of the trail and led a detachment of troops up it that night. When the easily scaled the cliffs, and came to the actual city walls, they found them unguarded. The soldiers of Sardis were so confident in the natural defenses of their city they felt no need to keep a diligent watch. So the city was easily conquered. Curiously, the same thing happened almost 200 years later when Antiochus attacked and conquered the overconfident city that didn't set a watch.

· "Although the situation of the city was ideal for defense, as it stood high above the valley of Hermus and was surrounded by deep cliffs almost impossible to scale, Sardis had twice before fallen because of overconfidence and failure to watch. In 549 b.c. the Persian King Cyrus captured the city by scaling the cliffs under the cover of darkness. In 214 b.c. the armies of Antiochus the Great (III) captured the city by the same method." (Walvoord)

