Adult III – 25 October 2015 – Revelation 2:14-20
v12 -17 Jesus' letter to the church at Pergamos.

v14-15 - What Jesus has against the Christians in Pergamos.

· I have a few things against you: The Christians in Pergamos were rightly praised for holding fast to the name of Jesus, and keeping his faith.  At the same time, their difficult environment did not excuse the few things Jesus had against them.
· You have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam: What is the doctrine of Balaam?  Balaam was a prototype of all corrupt teachers.  According to Numbers 22-24 and 31, Balaam combined the sins of immorality and idolatry to please Balak, the king of Moab, because he could not curse Israel directly.

· When Balaam counseled Balak, he taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel.  The stumbling block was connected with idolatry (to eat things sacrificed to idols) and sexual immorality.  If the church in Pergamos has those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, it shows they have tendencies towards both idolatry and immorality.

· Sexual immorality marked the whole culture of the ancient Roman Empire.  It was simply taken for granted, and the person who lived by Biblical standards of purity was considered strange.  To paraphrase the Roman statesman Cicero, cited in Barclay: "If there is anyone who thinks that young men should not be allowed the love of many women, he is extremely severe.  I am not able to deny the principle he stands on.  But he contradicts, not only with the freedom our age allows, but also with the customs and allowances of our ancestors.  When indeed was this not done?  When did anyone find fault with it?  When was such permission denied?  When was it that what is now allowed was not allowed?"  To keep from sexual immorality in that culture, you really had to swim against the current.

· You also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans: In Rev_2:6, Jesus praised the Ephesian Christians because they hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans.  But the Nicolaitans also have their doctrine, and some among the Christians held the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.

· What is the doctrine of the Nicolaitans?  The title Nico-laitans has the idea of a proud authority, and a hierarchical separatism.  The name Nikao-laos literally means "to conquer the people."  According to ancient commentators, the Nicolaitans also approved of immorality.

· You have those there . . . you also have those: The rebuke is not only against those who hold the doctrines of Balaam and those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.  The rebuke is also against those in the church who allow them to continue (you have there those . . . you have those).

· The Christians of Pergamos were like the Christians of Corinth as Paul wrote to them in 1Co_5:1-13.  They were too "tolerant" and "accepting" of false doctrines and immoral living, and Jesus had to rebuke them.  Satan couldn't accomplish much by persecution, because many did hold fast, like Antipas.  So Satan tried to accomplish his goals by using deception; first he used first violence, then he used alliance.

· A difficult environment never justifies compromise.  It is easy for a church in such difficulty to justify this compromise in the name of "we need all the help we can get."  But no church needs that kind of help.

v16 - What Jesus wants the church at Pergamos to do.

· Repent: The simple word repent stands out.  Five of the seven churches are commanded to repent.  Repent is a command that applies to Christians, not only to those who first come to Jesus.

· Or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth: Unless they do repent, the Christians of Pergamos will face the Jesus who has the two-edged sword.  Judgment will begin at the house of God (1Pe_4:17: For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?).

· The sword of My mouth: When Jesus comes against the Christians of Pergamos, He will confront them with His Word.
v17a - A general exhortation to all whom will hear.

· He who has an ear: The danger of false teaching and immoral conduct still faces the church today.  But so does the danger of allowing false teaching and immorality, as was the problem with the Christians in Pergamos.

v17b - The promise of a reward.

· To him who overcomes: The one who overcomes this spirit of accommodation to false teaching and living will receive hidden manna.  This is God's perfect provision, the true bread from heaven.

· READ John_6:30-41
· Jesus Feeds 5,000 People with 5 loaves & 2 fishes (Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15)
There was a tradition among the Jews that Jeremiah had taken the ark of the covenant, containing the golden pot of manna, with him to Egypt before the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem. Some taught that, at the initiation of the kingdom age, Jeremiah would return, bringing the ark with him, and would serve a feast of the manna that had been hidden for centuries in the ark. 
Mat 16:13  Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"
Mat 16:14  And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets."
The Pergamos overcomers are promised that they will commune with Him at His feast, since they refuse to commune with demons at the idolatrous meals.
· And I will give him a white stone: In the ancient world, the use of a white stone had many associations.  A white stone could be a ticket to a banquet, a sign of friendship, evidence of having been counted, or as a sign of acquittal in a court of law.  Jesus may have any one of these meanings in mind, but at the very least we know that it has the assurance of blessing.

· "Others suppose there is an allusion here to conquerors in the public games, who were not only conducted with great pomp into the city to which they belonged, but had a white stone given to them, with their name inscribed on it; which badge entitled them, during their whole life, to be maintained at the pubic expense . . . These were called tesserae among the Romans, given as badges of friendship and alliance, and on which some device was engraved, as a testimony that a contract of friendship had been made between the parties."

· And on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it: What is the meaning of this new, secret name promised to him who overcomes?  Is it God's name, or is it the believer's name?  This is probably the believer's new name, and the name itself is probably more important than the stone itself.

· One idea behind this new, secret name is that it shows what an intimate relationship we have with God.  When a couple is close, they often have "pet names" for each other.  This is the same idea.

· Another idea associated with the new name is simply the assurance it gives of our heavenly destination.  Your name is there, waiting for you.  It is as if your "reservation" in heaven is made.

v18-29  Jesus' letter to the church at Thyatira.

v18a  The character of the city of Thyatira.

· Thyatira was the smallest and least important of the seven cities Jesus addresses in Revelation 2 and 3.  In history, we have no record that the Christians of Thyatira suffered any significant political or religious persecution.

· But Thyatira was an important center of business and trade.  It had many active trade guilds, each having their own patron deity from the Greek and Roman pantheon of gods.

· Acts_16:14-15 mentions Lydia of Thyatira, who was a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira.  "Thyatira was famous for the manufacture of a purple dye, and numerous references are found in secular literature of the period to the trade guilds which manufactured cloth." (Walvoord)
v18b - Jesus describes Himself to the church at Thyatira.

· These things says the Son of God: Jesus first describes Himself with a title that emphasizes His deity.  In Jewish thought, to be the son of a thing meant you had the nature of that thing.  The sons of the sorceress (Isa_57:3) had the nature of the sorceress.  The sons of thunder (Mar_3:17) had a nature like thunder.  So the Son of God has the divine nature, the nature of God.

· Who has eyes like a flame of fire: Jesus chooses this description of Himself from the presentation in Rev_1:14 to emphasize the idea that His eyes look with a penetrating judgment.

· His feet like fine brass: Jesus chose this description of Himself from Rev_1:15 to emphasize His purity, because brass is pure, and highly refined in the fire.  It also emphasizes His steadfastness, because brass was the strongest known metal in the ancient world, and feet like fine brass would be strong and unmovable.

v19  - What Jesus knows about the Christians in Thyatira.

· I know your works: Thyatira was the least significant city among the seven cities Jesus addressed.  Yet they were not hidden to Jesus.  Like each one of the churches, Jesus says to the church at Thyatira I know your works.

· Love, service, faith, and your patience: In many ways, the church at Thyatira was a model church.  They had four great essential qualities.  They had love, both for the Lord and for one another.  They knew service, and had faith and patience worth mentioning.

· As for your works, the last are more than the first: This is another compliment to the church at Thyatira.  Not only do they have these works, but they have them in increasing measure - they are growing in love, service, faith, and patience.
v20-21 - What Jesus has against the church at Thyatira.

· Nevertheless: Despite all the good Jesus sees in the church at Thyatira, there are significant problems.  The problems are big enough for Jesus to say nevertheless, which means "despite all the good, I have a few things against you."

· Because you allow that woman Jezebel: The center of the corruption at the church at Thyatira is a woman Jesus calls Jezebel.  This may not have been her literal name, but a "title" that clearly represents a self-styled prophetess within the church, after the pattern of Jezebel in the Old Testament (1 Kings 16-21 and 2Ki_9:30-37).

· The name Jezebel had a powerful association.  If we called someone a "Judas" or a "Hitler" it would means something strong.  It's also a strong thing to call this woman Jezebel.  "She was one of the most evil characters of the Old Testament, who attempted to combine the worship of Israel with the worship of the idol Baal . . . Jezebel herself had a most unenviable record of evil." (Walvoord)

· Some ancient Greek manuscripts state the phrase that woman Jezebel as your woman Jezebel or your wife Jezebel.  Based on this, some have thought that Jezebel was the pastor's wife, or that Jesus meant Jezebel was the pastor's "woman" in a symbolic sense.

· Who calls herself a prophetess: This "Jezebel" at the church of Thyatira wasn't really a prophetess, she only claimed to be one.  Yet, it seems that the Christians there received her as a prophetess, and that's why Jesus gives them this warning.

· Jesus said this would happen in Mat_24:11: Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.  Those words were first spoken with a view to the end times, but there have always been those who call themselves prophets in the church, but are not.

