Adult III – 4 October 2015 – Revelation 2:1-5a
(ESV)

Rev 1:12  Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 

Rev 1:13  and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 

Rev 1:20  As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

Rev 2:1  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 'The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.

While the church’s heavenly existence is secure in the sovereign care of Christ, he/Christ must visit the earthly counterparts to inspect and correct their conduct and attitudes. As a priest in the temple tends the lamps to keep them from growing dim or going out, Christ moves among the churches to attend to the purity and brightness of the light that they give to the world.
Revelation 2 - Jesus' Letters to the Churches

The letters to the seven churches share a similar structure.  They each feature:

· An address to a particular congregation

· An introduction of Jesus

· A statement regarding the condition of the church

· A verdict from Jesus regarding the condition of the church

· A command from Jesus to the church

· A general exhortation to all Christians

· A promise of reward

Rev 1:19  Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;
How does the Church respond when under the earthly authority of Fallen Babylon?
v1-7 Jesus' letter to the church at Ephesus.
· Smyrna is the only city of the seven that is still in existence today.

v1 The character of the city of Ephesus.

· To the angel: As discussed under Rev_1:20, this angel may be the pastor of the church at Ephesus, or an angelic being "looking in" on the workings of the church at Ephesus.  In some way, this angel represents this church.  But the letter isn't written just to the representative, but to the whole church.

· Ephesus was a famous city in the ancient world, with an equally famous church.  
· Ephesus was the city where Paul ministered for three years (Act_19:1, Acts 10, Act_20:31).  
· It was the city where Aquilla and Priscilla, with Apollos ministered (Act_18:24-28).  
· It was the city where Paul's close associate Timothy (1Ti_1:3) ministered.  
· And according to strong and consistent church historical traditions, the Apostle John himself ministered there.

· Ephesus was also world-famous as a religious, cultural, and economic center of the region.  Ephesus had the notable temple of Diana, who was a fertility goddess worshipped with immoral sex.  This tremendous temple to Diana in Ephesus was regarded as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  It was supported by 127 pillars, each pillar sixty feet tall, and it was adorned with great sculptures.

· "The Temple of Artemis was also a major treasury and bank of the ancient world, where merchants, kings, and even cities made deposits, and where their money could be kept safe under the protection of deity." (Longenecker in his commentary on Acts)

· "Ephesus was a stronghold of Satan.  Here many evil things both superstitious and satanic were practiced.  Books containing formula for sorcery and other ungodly and forbidden arts were plentiful in that city." (Gaebelein in his commentary on Acts)

· He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: These images are taken from John's vision of Jesus in Revelation 1.  They emphasize the authority of Jesus in the Church (He holds the seven stars) and His immediate presence in the Church (He walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands).  This introduction stresses that Jesus is central to the church, and should be recognized as central to the church.

· Holds (the ancient Greek word kratein) is an emphatic and complete word.  Jesus has these churches, and holds them securely.  The churches belong to Jesus, not the leaders of the churches or to the people of the churches.  He holds them.
v2-3 - What Jesus knows about the Christians of Ephesus.

· I know your works: Jesus looks at His church, and He knows what is going on.  It is no mystery to Him.  There may be sin or corruption hidden in a congregation, but it isn't hidden to Jesus.  He would say the same thing to us today, both as individuals and as a congregation: I know your works.

· Your works, your labor, your patience: Jesus knows what this church is doing right.  They work hard for the Lord and they have godly endurance.  Patience is the Greek word hupomone, which means "steadfast endurance."  In this sense, the church was rock-solid.
"There are also working Christians who do not approach to laboring; yet a lifetime of such work as theirs would not exhaust a butterfly.  Now, when a man works for Christ he should work with all his might." (Spurgeon)

· You cannot bear those who are evil: The Ephesian church also pursued doctrinal purity.  Paul warned the Ephesians in Act_20:29-31: For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.  Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.  
· From this commendation of Jesus, we know that the Ephesians took Paul's warning seriously.

· The church today, like the Ephesian church then, must vigorously test those who claim to be messengers from God, because deceivers will speak well of themselves.  The greater the evil, the more deceptive its cloak.

· You have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name's sake and have not become weary: Also, the Ephesian church continued doing these things, without becoming weary.  They showed a godly perseverance that we should imitate.  
· By all outward appearances, this was a solid church that 
· worked hard, 
· had great outreach, and 
· protected the integrity of the gospel.

v4 - What Jesus has against the church at Ephesus.

· Nevertheless I have this against you: Jesus begins with a sobering word - nevertheless, which means "despite all that."  Jesus took into full account all the good in the Ephesian church, yet despite all that, He had something against them.

· Nevertheless means that all the good in the Ephesian church did not cancel out the bad Jesus is about to describe.

· You have left your first love: Despite all the good in the Ephesian church, there is something seriously wrong.  They have left - not lost - their first love.  They once had a love that they don't have anymore.  This can be described as "a definite and sad departure." (Robertson)

· The distinction between leaving and losing is important.  Something can be lost quite by accident, but leaving is a deliberate act, though it may not happen suddenly.  As well, when we lose something we don't know where to find it, but when we leave something, we know where to find it

· Though they had left their first love, everything looked great on the outside.  If you would have attended a service of the church at Ephesus, you might have thought, "This is a happening church.  They are doing so much, and they really guard the truth."  At the same time, you might have had a vague, uneasy feeling - yet it would probably be hard to pin down.  It wasn't hard for Jesus to see the problem, even though everything probably looked wonderful on the outside.

· Left your first love: What love did they leave?  As Christians, we are told to love God and to love one another.  Did they leave their love for God?  Did they leave their love for one another?  Probably both are in mind, because the two loves go together.  You can't say you love God and not love His family, and you can't really love His family without loving Him first.

· The Ephesian church was a working church.  Sometimes a focus on working for Jesus will eclipse a love relationship with Him.  We can put what we do for Jesus before of who we are in Him.  We can leave Jesus in the temple, just as the parents of Jesus did (Luk_2:45-46).

· The Ephesians church was a doctrinally pure church.  Sometimes a focus on doctrinal purity will make a congregation cold, suspicious, and intolerant of diversity.  

· First love: There is a definite, sure difference in their relationship with Jesus.  Things aren't as they used to be.  It isn't that we expect that we should have the exact same excitement we had when everything was brand new in the Christian life.  But the newness should transition into a depth that makes the first love even stronger.

· A couple that has been married for a long time doesn't always have the same thrill of excitement they had when they first dated.  That is to be expected, and is fine - if that excitement has matured into a depth of love that makes it even better than the first love.

v5-6 - What Jesus wants the church at Ephesus to do.

· Remember therefore from where you have fallen: The first step in restoration for the Ephesian church is for them to remember.  They need to remember from where you have fallen.  This means remembering where they used to be in their love for the Lord and for one another.

· When the Prodigal Son was in the pigpen, the first step in restoration was remembering what life was like back in his father's home (Luk_16:17-19).  This is always the first step in getting back to where we should be with the Lord.

· Repent: This is not a command to feel sorry, or really to feel anything.  It means to change your direction, to go a different way.  It is an "urgent appeal for instant change of attitude and conduct, before it is too late." (Robertson)

· Do the first works: This means that they must go back to the basics, to the very first things they did when you first fell in love with Jesus.  These are the things that we never grow beyond. 

· What are the first works?

· Remember how you used to spend time in His Word?  

· Remember how you used to pray?  

· Remember the joy in getting together with other Christians?  

· Remember how excited you were about telling others about Jesus?
· We might say that Satan has done a masterful job in creating a sense of general dissatisfaction with these first works.  Christians will run after almost every new, strange "method" or "program" for growth and stability.  Our shortened attention spans make us easily "bored" with the truest excitement.  Sometimes we will do almost anything except the first works. 
