Adult III – 2 August 2015 – Notes on 2 Samuel 22:26-23:4
2 Samuel 22 - David's Psalm of Praise

Part One: Praise, Deliverance, and the Reason for Deliverance.

Part Two: the Reason for Deliverance, Deliverance, and Praise.

v26-30  Why God delivered David.

· With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful: Jesus discussed this principle in the sermon on the mount but from the perspective of man instead of from God: For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. (Matthew_7:2)

· "In these words we have revealed the principles of relationship between God and man. God is to man what man is to God." (Morgan)

· David didn't only sing about this principle; he lived it and benefited from it. God showed David great mercy because he showed great mercy to others, like Saul (1Sa_24:10-13) and Shimei (2Sa_16:7-12).

· V27 - With the devious You will show Yourself shrewd: Translators have trouble with this sentence because it communicates a difficult concept. It's easy say that if a man is pure towards God then God will be pure to him. But you can't say that if a man is wicked towards God then God will be wicked towards him, because God can't do wickedness. 

· "David expresses the second half of the parallel by a somewhat ambiguous word, the root meaning of which is 'twisted.' The verse actually says, 'To the twisted (or crooked) you will show yourself twisted (or crooked)' . . . The idea seems to be that if a person insists in going devious ways in his dealings with God, God will outwit him, as that man deserves." (Boice)

· You will save the humble people; but Your eyes are on the haughty, that You may bring them down: David proclaims his confidence in the principle repeated in Pro_3:34, James 4:6, and 1Peter 5:5: God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.
· There is something in true humility that prompts the grace and mercy of God and there is something in pride and haughtiness that prompts his resistance and displeasure.

· Humility isn't necessarily a low opinion of self; it is a combination of accurate opinion of self and simple self-forgetfulness. Humility is others-centered not self-centered.

· v29 - For thou art my lamp, O LORD: and the LORD will lighten my darkness.: When God met David's need He first brought light. Great strength and skill don't help much at all if we can't see in the midst of the struggle.

· v30 - For by thee I have run through a troop: by my God have I leaped over a wall: When God met David's need He brought strength. One man should not be able to battle a troop, nor should he be able to leap over a wall protecting a fortified city.

· David knew the principle of Eph_6:10 long before Paul penned the words: Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. God has a resource of power (His might) that He makes available to us by faith. We don't have to be strong in our might, but we can be strong in His might.

v31-46 - David's deliverance comes from God.

· He is a shield to all who trust in Him: When God met David's need He brought protection. David could see with light and stand in God's strength, but he still needed supernatural protection. David's trust was the vital link in receiving this protection from God.

· He makes my feet like the feet of deer, and sets me on my high places: David thought of how the deer seem to skip from place to place and never lose their footing. God gave him the same kind of skill in working through the challenges brought by his enemies.

· So that my arms can bend a bow of bronze: David thought of the strength needed to bend a bow made of bronze. God gave him the same kind of strength to overcome the challenges brought by his enemies.

· Your gentleness has made me great: For David, it wasn't only about skill and power. It was also about receiving God's mercy and enjoying relationship with the God of great gentleness. This also was a resource of strength for David.

· I have pursued my enemies and destroyed them: David relishes the place of victory he has in the Lord. He knows that enemies may rise again, but he looks back at the field of battle and says, "They have fallen under my feet, and when they were under my feet I trod them like dirt in the streets."

· You have also delivered me from the strivings of my people: David didn't only have to battle with problems from enemies, but also with the strivings of his own people. In the midst of the battle he had to endure the contention of his own people, but God sustained him through that also.

· You have kept me as the head of the nations: David knew that the throne belonged to God. David knew, "The throne is not mine. Not to have, not to take, not to protect, and not to keep. The throne is the Lord's." Therefore when David had the throne, he knew it was God who gave it to him.

v47-51 - David praises the God of his deliverance.

· The Lord lives! Blessed be my Rock! David thinks of the great victories of God on his behalf and can only worship.

· It is God who avenges me, and subdues the peoples under me: David emphasizes the thought, "This is the Lord's victory. He has won it for me. The glory goes to Him."

· and I will sing praises unto thy name: "To be saved singing is to be saved indeed. Many are saved mourning and doubting; but David had such faith that he could fight singing, and with the battle with a song still on his lips." (Spurgeon)

· Paul quotes 2Sa_22:50 (Psa_18:49) in Rom_15:9.

· And shows mercy to His anointed: David ends the psalm understanding his standing in mercy. Though earlier in the psalm he proclaimed his own righteousness, he comes back to the foundation of God's mercy. David's relationship with God was based on God's great mercy, not upon David's own righteousness.
2 Samuel 23 - David's Last Psalm

v1-4 - The character of God's perfect king.

· These are the last words of David: It isn't that these were the words David spoke from his deathbed, but they to express his heart and longing at the end of his life. 

· What a life his was - we have a capsule of David's life in the titles and descriptions of 2Sa_23:1:

· The son of Jesse: Jesse was a humble farmer and this title reminds us of David's humble beginning
· The man raised up on high: David allowed God to raise him up, so he could confidently rest in this title

· The anointed of the God of Jacob: David was anointed by God, not by himself or merely by man. He had a unique empowering and enabling from God
· The sweet psalmist of Israel: David had a beautiful gift of eloquence and expression before God. This title reminds of David's deep inner life with God
· The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me: This indicates that at least at times, David was aware of the work of divine inspiration through him and expressed in his words.

· He who rules over men must be just: As David looks back over his life and reign, he is struck by the great need for rulers to exercise justice. He knew this by seeing the goodness of justice provided and the curse of justice denied.

· Ruling in the fear of God: This is the key to justice in the work of a leader. When leaders rule in the fear of God they recognize that a God of justice reviews their work and will require an accounting of how the ruler has led.

· He shall be like the light of the morning: David reflects on how a wise ruler is blessed when he rules with justice. Though David's reign was not perfect it was blessed - and his reign is the most identified with the reign of the Messiah.

· From one perspective David's reign was a disaster. 
· He suffered from a dark scandal during his reign, 
· he suffered under repeated family crisis, (death of first born of B., Amnon/Tamar/Absolom)
· under an attempted insurrection from his own son, 
· under another civil war, and 
· from three years of famine.

· In contrast to David, his son Solomon's reign seemed without great incident. Solomon enjoyed a reign of peace, great prosperity, prominence, and glory.

· Yet the Bible has nothing but praise for David and his reign, reflected in passages like Psa_89:20; Isa_55:3-4; Rom_1:3; Rev_22:16. In contrast, Solomon is barely mentioned in the rest of the Scriptures and when he is, it is almost in a backhanded way (Mat_5:28-29 and Mat_12:42).

· The difference between David and Solomon was found in their different relationships with God. David's passion in life was simply to be with God (Psa_84:10), while Solomon's passion was personal improvement (1Ki_3:4-15). We can also say that David endured to the end, loving and serving God in the final chapters of his life (2Sa_23:1-7), while Solomon forsook God in his later years (1Ki_11:4-8).

