Adult III – 26 July 2015 – Notes on 2 Samuel 21:1-22:30 
2 Samuel 21 - Avenging the Gibeonites

v1 - A three-year famine prompts David to seek God.

· And David inquired of the Lord: David wisely sought God in the face of chronic problems. David was concerned after the first year of famine, and even more after the second - but two years of famine didn't make him look to a spiritual cause. Yet after three years of famine, David inquired of the Lord.

· David didn't see a spiritual reason in every problem; but he did not shut his eyes to the hand of God in circumstances.

· "The first and second year he might look upon it as a punishment laid upon them for the common sins of the land: but when he saw it continuing a third year also, he thought there was something in it more than ordinary, and therefore, although he well knew the natural cause to be drought, yet he inquired after the supernatural, as wise men should do." (Trapp)
California is entering the fourth year of a record-breaking. Governor Jerry Brown declared a drought State of Emergency in January 2015 and imposed strict conservation measures statewide. Has anyone inquired of theLord?
· It is because of Saul and his bloodthirsty house, because he killed the Gibeonites: This massacre isn't recorded in 1 Samuel, but David didn't question that it happened. Apparently at some time during his reign Saul attacked and killed many of the Gibeonites.

· "The whole people suffered for Saul's sin; either because they approved it, or at least bewailed it not; also they did not hinder it; whereby they became accessory." (Trapp)

· He killed the Gibeonites: When David heard it was because of an attack against the Gibeonites, a chill probably ran up his back. He knew they were a people especially wrong for Saul to attack and kill.

· In the days of Joshua - more than 400 years before David's time - Israel swore not to harm the Gibeonites, a neighboring tribe (Joshua 9). God expected Israel to keep their promise, even though the Gibeonites tricked Israel into making the agreement. Saul's crime was not only in the killing of the Gibeonites but also in breaking this ancient and important oath.

· This emphasizes many important principles:

· God expects us to keep our promises

· God expects nations to keep their promises

· Time does not diminish our obligation to promises

· God's correction may come a long time after the offense

· If God has such a high expectation that men keep their covenants, we can have great confidence that He will keep His covenant with us. There is an emerald rainbow around the throne of God to proclaim His remembrance to His everlasting covenant with His people.
· Rev_4:3  And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.
· Gen_9:16  And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.

v2 - David speaks to the Gibeonites.

· The king called the Gibeonites: David knew he had to do something about this and so he initiated a resolution with the Gibeonites.

· Saul had sought to kill them in his zeal for the children of Israel and Judah: We normally think of such of zeal as a good thing. Yet Saul's misguided zeal was a sin and brought calamity on Israel.

· This is a good example of how good intentions don't excuse bad actions. We often excuse bad actions in our self and others because of what we think are good intentions. But God looks to both our intentions and our actions.

v3-6 - David's agreement with the Gibeonites.

· What shall I do for you? In resolving this matter with the Gibeonites, David did not dictate terms to them. He came to them as a servant, not as a king.

· That you may bless the inheritance of the Lord: David felt that if the Gibeonites could bless Israel then the reconciliation would be complete and God's chastening of Israel would end.

· We will have no silver or gold from Saul or from his house, nor shall you kill any man in Israel for us: The Gibeonites make it clear that they don't want money or direct retribution. Though Saul made a wholesale slaughter of the Gibeonites, they don't ask for the same among Israel.

· Let seven men of his descendants be delivered to us: In that day the request of the Gibeonites was considered reasonable. Instead of money or an "eye for an eye" they only ask for justice against Saul through his descendants. David agreed to this (I will give them).

· I will give them: David knew this was the right thing to do. Some believe he knew it was right because David knew that Saul's descendants helped in or benefited directly from that massacre. 

· Obviously, we are not told everything about this incident; we must trust the principle stated by Abraham: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? (Gen_18:25) 

v7-9 - David fulfills the agreement with the Gibeonites.

· The king spared Mephibosheth: Mephibosheth was the most notable living descendant of Saul and it made the most sense to put him as the first of the seven to be delivered to the Gibeonites for execution. Yet David promised to protect and bless Mephibosheth and he would not fulfill one promise at the expense of another.

· They hanged them on the hill before the Lord: David chose seven male descendants of Saul to give over to the Gibeonites and they executed them by public hanging. The phrase before the Lord implies God approved of their execution.

· The method of death was also important because it fulfilled the promise of Deu_21:23: he who is hanged is accursed of God. These descendants of Saul bore the curse Saul deserved and so delivered Israel from the guilt of their sin against the Gibeonites.

v10-14 - Rizpah's vigil.

· Spread it for herself on the rock . . . until the late rains poured on them from heaven: Rizpah - the mother of two of the seven delivered for execution - held a vigil over the bodies until the late rains came. The coming of rain showed the famine was over, justice was satisfied, and Israel was delivered.

· This shows that the bodies of these men were deliberately left unburied. This was to emphasize the fact that these men were executed as an act of judgment.

· They gathered the bones: David gave these seven a decent burial, together with the remains of Saul and Jonathan.

· They performed all that the king commanded: David directed all of this and he did it partly on the principle stated in Num_35:33: So you shall not pollute the land where you are; for blood defiles the land, and no atonement can be made for the land, for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. The idea is that blood from unpunished murders defiles a land and God will one day require that blood from the nation.  55 million babies aborted since the Supreme Court Roe v Wade decision on January 22, 1973.
· After that God heeded the prayer for the land: It wasn't as if from the time Saul massacred the Gibeonites until David's day that God did not answer any of Israel's prayers. Yet there came a time when God wanted to deal with this sin, and at that time He would not answer their prayers until they dealt with it.

· There are many reasons for unanswered prayer and when we see our prayers not answered we should seek God to address the problem.

v15-17 -  David retires from active duty.

· And David grew faint: Even a great man of God grows old. As the years went on, David became unable to fight as he once did. In this battle against the Philistines David's life was endangered when he grew faint in battle against a descendant of Goliath.

· What will the people do when they see weakness in their leader? If it is a weakness that can be understood - such as David's increasing frailty in old age - then they should rally around their leader and supply what he cannot.

· Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid: When David's strength failed God protected him through the strength of others. God will allow us to be in places where we need the strength of others.

· 9Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labor. 10For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. 11Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? 12And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. (Ecc_4:9-12)

· You shall go out no more with us to battle: In his advanced age, it was time for David to retire from the field of battle. His season as a warrior had passed.

v18-22 - Killing three more Philistine giants.
· Now it happened afterward: This description of victory over Philistine giants shows that Israel could slay giants without David.

· Sibbechai . . . Elhanan . . . Jonathan: These men accomplished heroic deeds when David was finished fighting giants. God will continue to raise up leaders when the leaders of the previous generation pass from the scene.

· David's legacy lay not only in what he accomplished, but in what he left behind - a people prepared for victory. David's triumphs were meaningful not only for himself but for others who learned victory through his teaching and example.

· Who had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot: Commentators like Adam Clarke can't resist remind us that this is a known phenomenon. "This is not a solitary instance: 

· Fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants: Part of the idea is that David is conquering enemies now so it will be better for Solomon in the future. Our present victory is not only good for us now but it passes something important on to the next generation.
2 Samuel 22 - David's Psalm of Praise

Part One: Praise, Deliverance, and the Reason for Deliverance.

v1  Introduction to the psalm.
· Then David spoke to the Lord the words of this song: The psalm appears almost as David's final words. Hence, it is a summary thanksgiving for God's many deliverances of him through his long life of service.
· The words of this song: With minor variations, this psalm is the same as Psalm 18. It is likely that David composed this song as a younger man - perhaps when Saul died and he first took the throne, as described in 2Sa_8:14, when David had subdued all his enemies, and the Lord preserved David wherever he went. Yet in his old age David could look back with great gratitude and sing this song again, looking at his whole life.

· This psalm is a great summary of David's whole character and attitude through life. "Such convictions - of the absolute sovereignty of Jehovah, of His omnipotent power to deliver, of the necessity for obedience to His law, and of assurance that in the case of such obedience He ever acts for His people - constituted the underlying strength of David's character." (Morgan)

v2-4  David praises the God of his deliverance.

· My rock and my fortress and my deliverer: David piles title upon title in praising God. God's work for David is so big and comprehensive that it can't be contained in one title.

· David experienced the Lord's deliverance:

· God delivered David from Goliath

· God delivered David from Saul

· God delivered David from backsliding

· God delivered David from Israel's enemies

· God delivered David from Absalom

· God delivered David from David's own sinful passions

· In whom I will trust: When we see God for who He is, it is easy to trust Him. When we know He is our rock and fortress and deliverer and shield and stronghold and Savior, it is natural to then trust Him completely.

· My Savior, You save me: Each title is meaningful to David because God has fulfilled the meaning of the title in David's experience. This isn't a list of the names of God one might find in a systematic theology; this is the knowledge of God combined with the right experience of God.

· I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: If we praise the Lord for all his past goodness, then we can boldly ask great things of him, like David does.
v5-20  David's deliverance comes from God.

· Waves . . . floods . . . sorrows . . . snares: Danger surrounds David on every side - physically, spiritually, emotionally, socially - David was on the brink of ruin when he cried out to God.

· In my distress I called upon the Lord: The enemy of our soul wants us to believe that we can't call upon the Lord in our distress - as if we have to be right with God and sitting peacefully in a prayer chapel to pray rightly. David knew that God hears our distress signals.

· He heard my voice: For David it was that simple. He cried out to God, and God heard. David also knew that God could not hear the distress of His people without taking action on their behalf.

· Then the earth shook: God was so concerned about David's problem that it seemed to David as if He shook the earth to meet his need.

 "What is most impressive . . . is the magnificent way the psalmist describes God rising from his throne in heaven in response to his servant's cry, parting the clouds, and descending to fight the king's battles accompanied by earthquakes, thunder, storms, and lightning." (Boice)

· The Most High uttered His voice: When God came He spoke up on David's behalf, commanding all creation to respond to His passionate desire to deliver His child.

· All this is a reflection of David's confidence in the love of God. David sees a God so loving that he won't tolerate the distress of His beloved. When things aren't right for His beloved all creation will see His passion and urgency to meet the need of His beloved.

· He took me . . . He drew me . . . He delivered me: David saw God apply all that majesty and strength to the meeting of his need.

· They were too strong for me . . . the Lord was my support: David knew that the victory was due to God's hand, not due to his own ingenuity or ability. Without the Lord for support David would fall.

· He delivered me because He delighted in me: David had a sense of God's delight in him. His plea for deliverance was rooted in relationship, not merely in a desire to survive.

v21-25  Why God delivered David.

· According to the cleanness of my hands: These words are one reason why many believe David could only sing this psalm before his sin with Bathsheba. Yet the text seems to indicate that David sang this towards the end of his days (2Sa_22:1). 

· We might say that David simply believed what the Prophet Nathan told him in 2Sa_12:13: The Lord also has put away your sin. David knew he was a forgiven man, and that the cleanness of his hands was because they were cleansed by God, not because they had never been dirtied.

· I have kept the ways of the Lord . . . I was also blameless before Him: David isn't claiming sinless perfection. He speaks of his general righteousness and of his righteousness as it contrasts with the wickedness of his enemies.

· We can come to God in prayer with the same claim, but not on the basis of our own righteousness, but the righteousness we have received Jesus (1Co_1:30 and 2Co_5:21).

· I kept myself from my iniquity: Some think this is arrogance or pride on David's part. 
· Paul spoke of a man cleansing himself for God's glory and for greater service (2Ti_2:21).
· 2 Timothy 2:21  Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.
Part Two: the Reason for Deliverance, Deliverance, and Praise.

v26-30  Why God delivered David.

· With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful: Jesus discussed this principle in the sermon on the mount but from the perspective of man instead of from God: For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. (Matthew_7:2)

· "In these words we have revealed the principles of relationship between God and man. God is to man what man is to God." (Morgan)

· David didn't only sing about this principle; he lived it and benefited from it. God showed David great mercy because he showed great mercy to others, like Saul (1Sa_24:10-13) and Shimei (2Sa_16:7-12).

· V27 - With the devious You will show Yourself shrewd: Translators have trouble with this sentence because it communicates a difficult concept. It's easy say that if a man is pure towards God then God will be pure to him. But you can't say that if a man is wicked towards God then God will be wicked towards him, because God can't do wickedness. 

· "David expresses the second half of the parallel by a somewhat ambiguous word, the root meaning of which is 'twisted.' The verse actually says, 'To the twisted (or crooked) you will show yourself twisted (or crooked)' . . . The idea seems to be that if a person insists in going devious ways in his dealings with God, God will outwit him, as that man deserves." (Boice)

· You will save the humble people; but Your eyes are on the haughty, that You may bring them down: David proclaims his confidence in the principle repeated in Pro_3:34, James 4:6, and 1Peter 5:5: God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.
· There is something in true humility that prompts the grace and mercy of God and there is something in pride and haughtiness that prompts his resistance and displeasure.

· Humility isn't necessarily a low opinion of self; it is a combination of accurate opinion of self and simple self-forgetfulness. Humility is others-centered not self-centered.

· v29 - For thou art my lamp, O LORD: and the LORD will lighten my darkness.: When God met David's need He first brought light. Great strength and skill don't help much at all if we can't see in the midst of the struggle.

· v30 - For by thee I have run through a troop: by my God have I leaped over a wall: When God met David's need He brought strength. One man should not be able to battle a troop, nor should he be able to leap over a wall protecting a fortified city.

· David knew the principle of Eph_6:10 long before Paul penned the words: Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. God has a resource of power (His might) that He makes available to us by faith. We don't have to be strong in our might, but we can be strong in His might.

