Adult III – 17 May 2015 – Notes on 2 Samuel 12:1-14
2 Samuel 12 - Nathan Confronts David

v1-4 - Nathan's parable.

· Then the Lord sent Nathan to David: David's sin displeased the Lord but David wouldn't listen to the conviction of the Holy Spirit or to his conscience. Now God will send someone else to speak to David. God mercifully kept speaking to David even when David wouldn't listen.

· Yet no one should presume that God would speak forever to the unrepentant sinner. God said in Genesis 6:3, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever." When we hear or sense the conviction of the Holy Spirit we must respond to it immediately, because it might not always be there.

· There were two men in one city: With wisdom and courage, Nathan used a story to get the message through to David. It was common in those days to keep a lamb as a pet, and Nathan used this story of the pet lamb to speak to his friend David.

· Previously the prophet Nathan delivered a message of great blessing to David                 (2 Samuel 7). David knew that Nathan was not a negative critic but a friend. It made David receptive to the message of the story.

· Who refused to take from his own flock . . . he took the poor man's lamb: The sin Nathan describes is theft. There is a sense in which David stole something from Uriah. The Bible says that in marriage a husband has authority over the body of his wife (and vice-versa). Obviously David did not have this authority over the body of Bathsheba and he stole from Uriah. Adultery and sexual immorality are theft - taking something that does not belong to us.
· This principle is also true regarding pornography and lust. Leviticus 18 describes the sin of uncovering the nakedness of those other than our spouse. The idea is that the nakedness of other doesn't belong to us and it is theft if we take it.

v5-6 - David condemns the cruel man of Nathan's story.

· David's anger was greatly aroused: Nathan did not ask David for a judicial decision, and David naturally assumed the story was true. However, David immediately passed sentence on the guilty man of Nathan's story. David shows that we often try to rid our guilty consciences by passing judgment on someone else.

· The man who has done this shall surely die! David's sense of righteous indignation was so affected by his own guilt that he suggested a death sentence for the hypothetical case brought by Nathan, even though it wasn't a capital crime.

· David had to condemn his own sin before he could find forgiveness. We often try to find refuge in excusing or minimizing or deflecting the blame of our sin and we do not simply condemn sin in our self.

· David's use of the oath "As the Lord lives" shows how passionate his indignation is. He calls God to witness the righteousness of his death sentence upon Nathan's hypothetical rich man.

· He shall restore fourfold for the lamb: David rightly knew that penalizing the rich man - even with death - wasn't enough. He also had to restore something to the man he took something from. David knew that true repentance means restitution.

· Restore fourfold also shows that David's sin and hardness of heart did not diminish his knowledge of the Bible. He immediately knew what the Bible said about those who steal sheep: If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall restore five oxen for an ox and four sheep for a sheep (Exodus 22:1). David knew the words of the Bible but was distant from the Author.

· Because he had no pity: The idea is that the man should have had pity on his neighbor and did not. In the same way David should have had pity on Uriah and Bathsheba's father and grandfather.

v7-9 - Nathan's confrontation.

· You are the man: With this, Nathan applied the parable with alarming simplicity. Nathan had to shock David into seeing his sin for what it was. 

· Shocked, but not frightened: "You cannot frighten men into repentance, you may frighten them into remorse; and the remorse may or may not lead on to repentance." 

· I anointed you . . . I delivered you . . . I gave you . . . and gave you the house of Israel and Judah . . . I also would have given you much more: Through Nathan, God explains to David that his sin was really a base expression of ingratitude. When God gave all this to David and had so much more to give him, David sought out sin instead.

· Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? In Psalm  19:8, David said: The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. Yet by his sin he despised the commandment of the Lord. David acted as if God's command was wrong and to be despised when he did evil in His sight.

· You have killed Uriah . . . you have taken his wife: This is all another way of saying, "You are the man!" God won't allow David to blame anyone or anything else.

v10 - David's punishment.

· The sword shall never depart from your house: God promised that from this day forward David would know violence and bloodshed among his own family members.

· David demanded fourfold restitution for the man in Nathan's parable. God exacted fourfold restitution for Uriah from four of David's sons: 
· Bathsheba's child, first born taken by God
· Amnon, Forced himself upon his half sister Tamar, and was murdered by Tamar’s brother Absolom

· Absalom, attempted to overthrow his father and was killed by Joab
· Adonijah. claimed the throne, in defiance of God's expressed will, and David's oath to Bathsheba that Solomon should inherit the throne, sought Abishag, David's virgin widow, to be given him, Benaiah dispatched him
· Because you have despised Me: In 2Sa_12:9 God said that David despised the commandment of the Lord. Here Nathan explained that in doing this, David despised God Himself. We can't despise God's commandments without despising Him.

· Many who live in either open or hidden sin seem to believe it has no effect or little effect on their relationship with God. But despising God's commandment means despising God Himself, and we can't have fellowship with God and despise Him at the same time. If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. (1 John 1:6)

· The wife of Uriah the Hittite: God didn't even use Bathsheba's own name. He wanted David to consider Bathsheba not only as an individual but as the wife of Uriah the Hittite.

v11-12 - Adversity against David.

· Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house: God warns David that because he troubled another man's house, God will allow trouble to come upon David's house - from within the house.

· I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor: As David violated another man's wife, so another will violate his wives. This was fulfilled in 2Sa_16:21-22.

· Absalom abused his father's concubines on the house-top: and on that same terrace from whence he first looked, liked, and lusted after Bathsheba.
· You did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel: In these judgments, David will reap what he has sown - with interest.

v13-14 David's repentance.

· I have sinned against the Lord: David's confession is an example for each of us. He placed the blame squarely on his own shoulders. He did not minimize his offence. David realized that he especially sinned against God.

· "The words are very few, but that is a good sign of a thoroughly broken spirit. There is no excuse, no hiding, no concealment of the sin. There is no searching for a loophole, no pretext put forward, no human weakness pleaded. He acknowledged his guilt openly, candidly and without any denial of truth." (Keil and Delitzsch)

· This was an exceptionally good response from a man of David's standing in life. When confronted with sin, kings often say, "Off with their head." David shows that God was working on his heart all along, and Nathan's confrontation was just the last piece of that work.

· "In all this David was pre-eminently revealed as a man after God's own heart. Other men who had been guilty of such failure might have defended their actions, might have slain the prophet. Not so with this man. He knew God, and he knew the wrong of his action, and he confessed his sin." (Morgan)

· This expressed the enormity of David's sin. His sin against Bathsheba, against Uriah, against Ahithophel, against his wives and children, and against the nation were great. But his sin against the Lord was greatest of all. There are no small sins against a great God, and great sins are even greater.

· I have sinned against the Lord: After meditation, David more eloquently expressed his repentance in Psalm 51 - READ.
· The Lord also has put away your sin: God's forgiveness was immediate. God did not demand a time of probation. You shall not die meant that David would be spared the penalty for adultery commanded under the Law of Moses.

· You have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme: David did this by doing just what those enemies of the Lord would do in the same situation. What David did was not unusual among the kings and rulers of the world, but it should be unusual among God's people.

· "All the King David effort had been to conceal his sin from the world, - which yet he could not do with all his skill, for the enemies had got it by the end.
· The child who is born to you shall surely die: There is a difference in judgment for sin and judgment by sin. God forgave David's sin, but He would not shield him from every consequence of the sin. David must face the consequences of his sin, beginning with the death of the child born by Bathsheba.

· This shows that God didn't only want to heal David of the guilt of his sin; He also wanted to heal David of the presence of this sin. We never read of David committing adultery again because God used these chastisements to drive such impurities far from David.

· "Long before his sin with Bathsheba, there were various indications as to David's special liability to temptation. That sin only threw out upon the surface the evil that was always within him; and now God, having is him see that the deadly cancer is there, begins to use the knife to cut it out of him." (Spurgeon)

