Adult III – 29 March 2015 – Notes on 2 Samuel 4:1-5:12
2 Samuel 4 - The Assassination of Ishbosheth

v1-4 - The weakened condition of the house of Saul.

· He lost heart: When Ishbosheth heard that the man who put him and propped on the throne was dead, he knew that his day was almost over. He trusted in man to gain his position, so when the man was gone he knew his position would be soon gone.

· Ishbosheth was weak because he trusted in man.

· His name was Mephibosheth: This was the son of Jonathan, David's good friend, who died with his father on the field of battle. Mephibosheth was the last male descendant of Saul with a strong legal claim to the throne of Saul. 

· As she made haste to flee, that he fell and became lame: Mephibosheth was weak because of circumstances beyond his control. He was weak because at this time he was only 12 years old - and he was lame because of injury that came from the hand of another.

v5-7 - Baanah and Rechab murder Ishbosheth.

· They stabbed him in the stomach: Ishbosheth didn't gain any real loyalty among his troops; they were only loyal to him when they thought he was strong and had a chance to keep the throne of Saul. When the weakness of Ishbosheth was exposed Rechab and Baanah murdered him.

· 2Sa_4:2 reminds us that Rechab and Baanah were of the children of Benjamin. This was the tribe that Saul's family came from. This means that it was fellow Benjaminites who murdered Ishbosheth.

· Who was lying on his bed at noon: The mid-day siesta wasn't unusual in that part of the world, but the absence of guards points to carelessness on the part of Ishbosheth. "To sleep at noon, and without a guard, speaketh him both sluggish and secure. He dieth therefore in his sloth, who had lived slothfully all his days." (Trapp)

· Beheaded him and took his head: This was an important part of their plan, because they wanted to prove to David that they murdered his rival to the throne.

v8-12 - Baanah and Rechab bring the head of Ishbosheth to David.

· And the Lord has avenged my lord the king this day of Saul and his descendants: When they brought Ishbosheth's severed head to David they said, "We are God's servants, defeating your enemies as instruments of God.""Their claim, The Lord has avenged my lord the king, was presuming on God's approval of their deed, as though they had acted on the Lord's express orders." (Baldwin)

· The son of Saul your enemy: David couldn't relate to this, because he didn't think of Saul as his enemy. The beautiful song David composed at the death of Saul and Jonathan shows that though Saul set himself as an enemy of David, David did not regard him as an enemy.

· Shall I not now require his blood at your hand and remove you from the earth? Rechab and Baanah thought David would be pleased to see the severed head of Ishbosheth. They underestimated David's loyalty to God and the house of Saul. David was loyal to his pledge to honor and preserve Saul's family and descendants (1Sa_24:20-22).

1. David was used to seeing severed heads - he carried the head of Goliath around as a trophy for some period of time. But David knew that Saul and his descendants were not his enemy the way that Goliath was his enemy.

2. Even though Ishbosheth was not the Lord's anointed in the same sense as Saul was, David had thoroughly learned to let God take vengeance. 

3. David would not accept their evil deed, even though it seemed to serve a good purpose - unifying Israel under David's reign as king. "While it is true that God overrules all the doings of men, and compels them ultimately to serve His high purposes, it is equally true that no servant of His can ever willingly to do evil that good may come. It is an arresting truth that our Lord in the days of his earthly life would not accept the testimony of demons." (Morgan)

· David commanded his young men, and they executed them: David swiftly made an example of these murderous men. They were not soldiers fighting together with him; they were murderers who deserved just punishment.

· "By this act of justice, David showed to all Israel that he was a decided enemy to the destruction of Saul's family; and that none could lift up their hands against any of them without meeting with condign punishment." (Clarke)

· "Thus David acted with strict justice in this case also, not only to prove to the people that he had neither commanded nor approved of the murder, but from heartfelt abhorrence of such crimes, and to keep his conscience void of offense towards God and towards man." (Keil and Delitzsch)
2 Samuel 5 - David Made King Over a United Israel

v1-3 The elders of Israel recognize David as king over Israel.

· Then all the tribes of Israel came to David: Prior to this, only one of the tribes of Israel recognized David as king. The other tribes recognized the pretend king Ishbosheth, a son of Saul. Ishbosheth was murdered is recorded in 2 Samuel 4 - so now the tribes turn to David.

· It's sad that the tribes only turned to David when their previous choice was taken away. On the same principle, it's sad when Christians only really recognized Jesus as king when other choices crumble. We should choose Jesus outright, not just when other options fail.

· We are your bone and your flesh: The elders of Israel received David's leadership because he was an Israelite himself. 
· This was significant because for a period of time David lived as a Philistine among the Philistines. The elders of Israel put that away and embrace David as one of their own.

· You were the one who led Israel out and brought them in: The elders of Israel received David's leadership because he already had displayed his ability to lead.

· The Lord said to you, "You shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over Israel": The elders of Israel received David's leadership because it was evident God called him to lead.

· These three characteristics should mark anyone who leads God's people. 
· A leader must belong to God's people in heritage and heart
· A leader must demonstrate capability to lead
· A leader must have an evident call from God
· The elders of Israel received David's leadership when they saw these things in David. When we see these same things in leaders we should also receive their leadership.

· And they anointed David king over Israel: 1Ch_12:23-40 describes the great assembly that gathered in Hebron to recognize David as king over all Israel. Chronicles describes the impressive army that came to Hebron, and numbers the ranks at over 340,000 men. 

1 Chronicles_12:23-40
	Of the tribe of: Judah
	6,800 men
	

	Of the tribe of: Simeon
	7,100 men
	

	Of the tribe of: Levi
	4,600 men
	

	With Jehoiada the prince of Aaron
	3,700 men
	

	With Zadok and his father's-house
	
	22 שָׂרִים (captains)

	Of the tribe of: Benjamin
	3,000 men
	

	Of the tribe of: Ephraim
	20,800 men
	

	Of the half-tribe of: Manasseh
	18,000 men
	

	Of the tribe of: Issachar
	
	200 chiefs and all their brethren

	Of the tribe of: Zebulun
	50,000 men
	

	Of the tribe of: Naphtali
	37,000 men
	with 1000 שָׂרִים

	Of the tribe of: Dan
	28,000 men
	

	Of the tribe of: Asher
	40,000 men
	

	Of two and a half trans-Jordanic tribes
	120,000 men
	

	Total
	336,600 men
	with 1222 heads and captains


v4-5 - The duration of David's reign.

· David was thirty years old: This is a good measuring point for David's life. Samuel anointed David when he was about 15, and he did not take the throne until 30. David spent at least 15 years in preparation for the throne of Israel.

· In Hebron he reigned . . . in Jerusalem he reigned: All told, David reigned 40 years. As long as his preparation time was, it wasn't too long compared to his reign. God uses great preparation when the task is great.

v6-8 - The capture of Jerusalem.

· The king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites: To this point Jerusalem was a small Canaanite city in the center of Israel. Some 400 years after God commanded Israel to take the whole land, this city was till in Canaanite hands. 

· You shall not come in here; but the blind and the lame will repel you: Because of its location, Jerusalem was an easily defended city. This made the Jebusites overconfident and quick to mock David and his troops.

· Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion: Despite the difficulty, David and his men took the city. Since the water shaft is mentioned, some think that David sent his men through what is called "Warren's Shaft." Whatever exactly their tactics, David and his men persisted through difficult circumstances to defeat an overconfident enemy.
· v8 - Whosoever getteth up to the gutter,  …he shall be chief and captain.
· 1Ch 11:6  And David said, Whosoever smiteth the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain. So Joab the son of Zeruiah went first up, and was chief. 

v9-10 - Jerusalem is David's new capital city.

· David dwelt in the stronghold: Jerusalem became the capital city of David's kingdom. It was a good choice because:
· It has no prior tribal association and was therefore good for a unified Israel
· The geography of the city made it easy to defend against a hostile army
· On the border between Judah and Benjamin .
· So David went on and became great: David knew greatness, but he was by no means an "overnight success." David was long prepared for the greatness he later enjoyed, and he came to the place of greatness because the Lord God of hosts was with him.

· In God's plan there is almost always a hidden price of greatness. Often those who become great among God's people experience much pain and difficulty in God's training process.

v11-12 - David's palace and greatness.

· They built David a house: This shows David's influence and importance. Neighboring kings honor him with the finest craftsmen and wood to build him a palace. This relationship with Hiram king of Tyre also shows that David was more than a man of war. He knew how to build important political alliances.

· So David knew: David knew three things that made his reign great. Every godly leader should know these three things very well.

1. David knew that the Lord had established him as king over Israel: David knew that God called him and established him over Israel.

2. He had exalted His kingdom: David knew that the kingdom belonged to God - it was His kingdom.

3. For the sake of His people Israel: David knew God wanted to use him as a channel to bless His people. It was not for David's sake that he was lifted up, but for the sake of His people Israel.

· Sent him and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons; these might not be sent at first, but David intending to build himself an house, might, by the messengers on their return, request of Hiram to send him timber and workmen for that purpose; the people of Israel being chiefly employed in cultivating their fields, and vineyards, and oliveyards, and feeding their flocks and herds, few of them had any skill in hewing: timber and stone, and building houses, at least not like the Tyrians and Sidonians; see 1Ki_5:6; and accordingly he sent
