Adult III – 22 March 2015 – Notes on 2 Samuel 3
2 Samuel 3 - Abner's Defection and Murder

v2-5 - David's sons born in Hebron.

· Sons were born to David: During David's seven-year reign in Hebron, his six different wives gave birth to six sons. This shows that David went against God's commandment that Israel's king should not multiply wives to himself.

· David was wrong to have more than one wife. His many wives went against God's command to kings (Read Deu_17:14-20)  
· against God's heart for marriage (Gen_2:24, Mat_19:4-6 divorce).
· Gen 2:24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.
· David's many wives were common. Adding many wives was one of the ways great men and especially kings expressed their power and status.

· David was troubled because of his many wives. Some wonder why the Bible doesn't expressly condemn David's polygamy here, but as is often the case here the Scripture simply states the fact, and later records how David reaped the penalty for this sort of sin in regard to his family.

· These were born to David in Hebron: We must say that God used and blessed David despite his many wives. Yet his family life and these sons were obviously not blessed. "By six wives he had but six sons. God was not pleased with his polygamy." 

· Amnon raped his half-sister and was murdered by his half-brother.

· Chileab is also known as Daniel in 1Ch_3:1. The few mentions of this son indicate that perhaps he died young or that he was an ungodly, unworthy man.

· Absalom murdered his half-brother and led a civil war against his father David, attempting to murder David.

· Adonijah tried to seize the throne from David and David's appointed successor - then he tried to take one of David's concubines and was executed for his arrogance.

· We can assume that Shephatiah and Ithream either died young or were ungodly and unworthy men, mentioned only once again in the Scriptures - in a generic listing of David's sons (1Ch_3:1-4).

v6-7 - Ishbosheth accuses Abner of impropriety with the royal concubine.

· Abner was strengthening his hold on the house of Saul: It seems that Abner supported a weak man like Ishbosheth in power so he could be the power behind the throne. As time went on he increased in strength and influence on the house of Saul.

· Why have you gone in to my father's concubine? Ishbosheth accused Abner of a serious crime. This was regarded not only as sexual immorality but also as high treason.

· To take the wife or concubine of the late monarch was to appropriate his property and to make a bid for the throne.
· This principle is even more true for Jesus and His bride - the church belongs to no one but Jesus, and it is treason to "take" the bride of Christ as if it were our own possession.

v8-11 - Abner's harsh reply.

· Then Abner became very angry: We aren't specifically told, but Abner's response leads us to believe that the accusation was false. It is possible that as he was strengthening his hold on the house of Saul he took the concubine as an expression of his power and dominance. It is more likely that because of Abner's increasing power Ishbosheth felt it necessary to invent this accusation as grounds for getting rid of Abner.

· If do not do for David as the Lord has sworn to him: Abner told Ishbosheth that he would now support David and help David fulfill what the Lord promised - to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul, and set up the throne of David. 

· If Abner knew that David was God's choice for king, why did he fight against him before this? Abner is a good example of those of us who are know things to be true but we don't live as if they were true.

· Abner did the right thing in joining David's side but he did it for the wrong reason. Instead of joining David because Ishbosheth offended him personally, he should have joined David because he knew that David was God's choice to be king.

v12-16 - David agrees to receive Abner if he will bring Michal with him.

· You shall not see my face unless you first bring Michal, Saul's daughter: David received Michal in marriage (1Sa_17:26-28), but Saul took her away to spite David (1Sa_25:44).

· Whom I betrothed to myself with a hundred foreskins of the Philistines: 1Sa_18:20-30 describes how David used this unusual payment instead of a dowry for the right to marry the daughter of King Saul.

· Give me my wife Michal: Why did David do this? Did he really need another wife? David insisted on receiving Michal as his wife again for at least three reasons.

· David remembered that Michal was simply his wife by both love and right, and that King Saul took her away as part of a deliberate strategy to attack and destroy David.

· David wanted to show that he harbored no bitterness towards Saul's house, and he would show this through his good treatment of Saul's daughter.

· David wanted to give himself a greater claim to Saul's throne as his son-in-law.

· Abner said to him, "Go, return!" And he returned: Abner must have been a real tough guy.

v17-19 - Abner rallies support for David among the other tribes.

· Abner had communicated with the elders of Israel: It is significant that this word came from Abner regarding David instead of from David himself. Though he was the rightful king, David would not reign over Israel until they submitted to him freely. He never moved an inch without an invitation.

· This is an illustration of Jesus' lordship in our life. He is in fact King of Kings of Lord of Lords. But He chooses (for the most part) to exercise His sovereignty only at our invitation.

· Abner is a good example of someone who eventually surrendered to God's king. Now he wants to influence others to surrender to God's king.

· Now then, do it! Because of the word the Lord spoke of David, and because it was so right to do, this was something that should be done now. In this sense, it is very much like our commitment to follow Jesus - we should be told, "Now then, do it!"

Charles Spurgeon has a wonderful sermon on this text titled, "Now Then, Do It." In this sermon he shows how the same principles of Israel's embrace of David as king apply to our relationship with Jesus. "The Israelites might talk about making David king, but that would not crown him. They might meet together and say they wished it were so, but that would not do it. It might be generally admitted that he ought to be monarch, and it might even be earnestly hoped that one day he would be so, but that action alone would not do it; something more decided must be done." (Spurgeon)

· For the Lord has spoken of David: The fact that Abner - who was a general, not a Bible scholar - knew these prophecies and the fact that he could ask the leaders of Israel to consider them means that these prophecies of David were widely known. Sadly, they were not widely obeyed - most of Israel was lukewarm and unenthusiastic in their embrace of David as king.

v20-21 - David formally receives Abner with a feast.

· David made a feast for Abner: This is David, wise and generous towards a former adversary. A lesser man would never forgive Abner for leading an army against God's king, but David was a great, wise, and generous man.

· That you may reign over all that your heart desires: Abner wanted David's reign to be fully realized over the people of God.

v22-25 - Joab learns that Abner has joined David's side.

· Surely you realize that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive you: Joab accused Abner of being a double-agent for Ishbosheth. He was angry that David let Abner go without arresting or killing him.

· Why wasn't Joab pleased that Abner had defected and joined David's side? There are at least three reasons for his hostility.

1. Joab feared Abner was a deceiver, a double agent working on behalf of Ishbosheth, the pretender king.

2. Abner killed Joab's brother, and Joab was the avenger of blood for Asahel (as described in Num_35:9-28).

3. As the chief general of the former King Saul, Abner had a lot of top-level military experience. Abner might take Joab's place as David's chief military assistant.

v26-27 - Joab murders Abner.

· Joab took him aside in the gate: Joab carefully engineered this murder so the killing was done outside the gate of Hebron. This was because Hebron was a city of refuge (Joshua_20:7), and it was against the law for Joab, as Asahel's blood avenger, to kill Abner inside the city.

· He died for the blood of Asahel his brother: The careful plot to murder Abner outside the city of refuge made the murder all the more dark. It shows that Joab knew that Abner had a rightful claim of self-defense and was protected inside the city of Hebron, yet he killed him anyway.
v28-30 -  David renounces Joab's evil murder of Abner.

· My kingdom and I are guiltless before the Lord: David knew that he had nothing to do with this murder. Among other evils, this murder perpetrated by Joab set a bad precedent. It gave David's administration a reputation for brutality and made it harder for David to win the rest of Israel over to his side.

· Let it rest on the head of Joab: David pronounced a severe curse against Joab, but he did nothing with his actions. Perhaps David was afraid to lose Joab as a general. his ability to kill without remorse shows he is not a nice man, but not necessarily a bad general.

v31-39 - David leads the mourning for Abner.

· The king lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner: David did not want his kingdom established by violence. He wanted God to establish his kingdom and to punish his enemies. David still believes that vengeance belongs to the Lord.

· For all the people and all Israel understood that day that it had not been the king's intent to kill Abner: This whole affair was a mess, but it would not be the first or the last mess of David's kingdom.

· In some regard, "messes" like this are inevitable. Pro_14:4 shares an important principle: Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much increase is by the strength of the ox.
