Adult III – 1 February 2015 – Notes on 1 Samuel 29:1-30:15
1 Samuel 29 - The Philistines Reject David

v1-3 - Achish defends David in the face of accusations from the other leaders Philistines.

· Then the Philistines gathered together all their armies: The battle lines were drawn in the previous chapter, when the Philistines made a deep incursion into Israelite territory. The Philistines were intent on delivering a death-blow to Israel, and the two armies square off in anticipation of battle.

· Where is Saul? The night before, Saul sought the help of a spirit medium, wanting to hear from God. Through a strange appearance of the prophet Samuel, God told Saul he would die the next day in battle. Instead of humbling himself in repentance before the Lord, Saul simply resigned himself to this fate.

· The lords of the Philistines passed in review . . . David and his men passed in review at the rear: What is David doing among the Philistines? David, in the midst of great discouragement, left the people of God and the land of Israel, and cast his lot with the Philistines. 

· David now finds himself in a place he thought he would never be: among the ungodly, ready to fight against God's people! When we sin, when we backslide, when we turn away from the things of God, we may soon find ourselves in a place we never thought we would be.

· What are these Hebrews doing here: Leaders among the Philistines looked at David and his men, and said, "They aren't one of us. They are Hebrews. The worship another God. They live in the land God promised to them. We don't belong together!"

· The Philistine leaders could see what David was blinded to. David had started to think and act like a Philistine, and was ready to fight with them against the people of God. But the Philistine leaders could see that this wasn't right, even when David couldn't!

· The Philistine leaders knew who David really was - that is, a Hebrew, a part of God's people. David seems to have forgotten this, but the Philistine leaders knew. David would have never slipped into this sinful place if he had remembered who he really was, and what His destiny was. This is a sad example of a time when we wish David had the wisdom of the Philistines!

· "It is very terrible when the children of the world have a higher sense of Christian propriety and fitness than Christians themselves, and say to one another, 'What do these Hebrews here?'" (Meyer <Meyer.htm>)

· Is this not David . . . who has been with me these days, or these years? And to this day I have found no fault in him since he defected to me: It is a sad thing that a Philistine ruler will defend David so confidently! David has identified himself so much with the ungodly, that Achish knows he has David in his pocket.

· Hearing these words from Achish should have grieved David. To hear an ungodly ruler say, "David has been with me" and "I have found no fault in him" and "he defected to me" should have been a great wake-up call to David. It would be as if an ungodly coworker insisted to others that you really weren't a Christian after all, because they had seen how you live! God was speaking to David through this, but was David listening?

· It is also important to see that Achish wasn't just making this up. David had said as much in 1Sa_28:1-2 and Achish had every reason to believe that David would fight on his side.
v4-5 - The Philistine leaders reject David.

· But the princes of the Philistines were angry with him: The other Philistine leaders were not in agreement with Achish at all. They didn't trust David, and they feared he would turn against the Philistines in battle, to bring himself back into Saul's favor.

· Is this not David, of whom they sang to one another in dances, saying: The faith-filled victory over Goliath seemed like a distant memory for a backslidden David, but the Philistines remembered it well! The song of David's victory has come back to haunt him again.

v6-7 - Achish tells David to go home.

· "As the Lord” lives is unexpected in a Philistine oath; can it be that Achish has committed himself to David's Lord, or is he being courteous to David in not swearing by Philistine gods? The latter is perhaps more likely.
· Nevertheless, the lords do not favor you: David thought he couldn't be happy or at peace in the land of Israel (Now I shall perish someday by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape to the land of the Philistines, 1Sa_27:1). Now he finds that his "Philistine friends" won't accept him either. David has no home; he is trying to live in both worlds, so he has a home in neither world.

· No doubt, David didn't like being rejected by the Philistine rulers. Not many people like rejection. But God would use the rejection of ungodly people in David's life. Many people are hesitant to live out-and-out for Jesus Christ because they are afraid of the rejection of the ungodly. How much better it is to be all out for Jesus, and to trust that if the ungodly reject us, God will use it for good - for our good and for theirs.

· In many ways, David is in the worst place for any child of God. He has too much of the world in him to be at peace in the Lord, and he has too much of the Lord in him to be at peace in the world. God is speaking to David through this, but is David listening?

· That you may not displease the lords of the Philistines: David used to displease the lords of the Philistines all right; he used to be a mighty warrior for the cause of God, and he used to strike fear in the heart of every enemy of God. Now, David is concerned about displeasing the lords of the Philistines!

· Is this the same David who fought Goliath? But all of that is a distant, distant memory, in this time of backsliding and compromise for David.

v8-10 - David appeals to Achish.

· But what have I done? David seems genuinely disappointed that he will not be able to fight for the Philistines against Israel. 

· He shall not go up with us to the battle . . . as soon as you are up early in the morning and have light, depart: David wanted to fight with the Philistines against Israel, but God wouldn't let him. David's heart is in a bad place, but God hasn't abandoned him! We should praise God for the times when He kept us from sinning as bad as we wanted to sin!

v11 - David returns to Ziklag and the Philistines army prepares to meet Saul.

· To return to the land of the Philistines: The Holy Spirit makes it clear. All of this that happened in this chapter should have waked David up. He should have heard God speaking in many ways, but he didn't. Instead, he made his return to the land of the Philistines. What will it take to bring David around? Because God loves David, He will do what it takes.
1 Samuel 30 - David in Victory Again

v1-2 - Ziklag is plundered by the Amalekites.

· Now it happened: It certainly happened, but it didn't happen by accident. God had a purpose for all of this in David's life.

· On the third day indicates that David and his men covered about twenty-five miles a day on the march south from Aphek to Ziklag, where they would have arrived tired, hungry and expecting all the comforts for a welcome home.
· The Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it to the ground: While David and his men were to the north trying to join the Philistine army, their own city of Ziklag was unguarded. The opportunistic Amalekites took advantage of the defenseless city, attacked it, and burned it to the ground.

· Worse than that, they had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great. Not only was the city burned, but all their women and children were taken away.

· There is a touch of the Lord's poetic justice in all this. David had brought this exact calamity on other cities. 1Sa_27:8-11 says during his time among the Philistines, David made his living as a bandit, robbing cities and whenever David attacked the land, he left neither man nor woman alive. The Amalekites were being more merciful than David had been!

· God, who is great in mercy, does not discipline us as much as we deserve. Like a compassionate father, He tempers the stroke of His hand with kindness and love.

v3-6 - David and his men come upon the empty, burned city.

· So David and his men came to the city: As they came within a few miles of their city, the hearts of David and his men must have brightened. They were discouraged that they hadn't been allowed to fight with the Philistines; they are soldiers, and soldiers want to fight! But at least they knew they were coming home, and home meant all their familiar surroundings, and all their families. But that bright thought quickly turned black as night.

· And there it was, burned with fire: Even off in the distance they could see something was wrong. Smoke rose from their city, but it wasn't the smoke of cooking fires. It was too much smoke for that, and the smoke was too black. They wondered why no one had come to greet them afar off - where were their wives and children? Weren't they glad to see them? But when they came to the city and saw it was a ghost town, a pile of burned rubble, with no voice of the survivors, it seemed that everything was lost.

"May you see your self-righteousness burned like Ziklag, and all your carnal hopes carried away captive, and may you then encourage yourselves in Christ, for he will recover all for you, and give you spoil besides, and there shall be joy and rejoicing." (Spurgeon)

· Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep: All had been lost. At this point, David has nothing more to support him. No one in Israel can help him. The Philistines don't want him. His family is gone; all he has owned is gone. But at least he has his friends, right? Not really; the people spoke of stoning him. Every support is gone, except the Lord. That is a good place to be in, not a bad place.

· David did not weep only because everything and everyone was lost. He also wept because he knew that he was responsible for it. No wonder David was greatly distressed. He is about as low in his backslidden state as a man can be; David is like the prodigal son who now sits in the pigpen.

· But David strengthened/encouraged himself in the Lord his God: It took a lot to bring David to this place, but now he is here - God is his only strength.

· David strengthened himself in the Lord his God. This was backslidden David, wayward David, "fight with the Philistines" David. Why would God strengthen him? Because God is rich in mercy and grace, and because David was now completely broken, ready to be filled. Sometimes we think we have to achieve God's blessing or strength, but David shows us another way.

· David strengthened himself in the Lord his God. He received the strength, and felt it flow through himself, and was bold enough to ask for it and receive it from God. Before this, he didn't see himself as weak, but after coming home to a burned-out ghost town, David knew he was weak and needed God's strength.

· David strengthened himself in the Lord his God. He didn't wait for someone else to strengthen him. David knew that the Lord's strength was there for those who wait upon Him, so he strengthened himself in the Lord his God. God's strength was there for David all the time, but now he takes it for himself and will strengthen himself in the Lord his God.

· David strengthened himself in the Lord his God. This was the strength of the living God making itself real in the life and heart of a hurting man. This was strength for recognition, strength for brokenness, strength for repentance, strength for determination to win back what the enemy has stolen. This is the same strength that would raise Jesus from the dead!

· How did David strengthen himself in the Lord? 
· David would have strengthened himself remembering God's love. At this point of total loss, David now saw the love of the Lord in the rejection of the Philistine leaders. If they had not sent him away, he and his men would not have returned right now, when the Amalekites had just left and the fires of their destruction were still burning. If God had not sent him back home through the rejection of the Philistines, it may have been months until he returned, and the situation would have been far worse. That which stung him before became sweet to him now, and the most precious expression of the Lord's love.

· David would have strengthened himself remembering God's promise and calling. He could shake his head, clear the fog that had set about it for the last year or so, and say "I am a man anointed by God, called by God, and promised by God to be the next king of Israel. I have a high calling and promise from God, and He hasn't taken it away. I need to start living according to that destiny." David could thank God and see the glory of His power in this high call.

· David would have strengthened himself remembering God's past deliverances. He could say, "This is a terrible spot, no doubt. But remember all the times when the Lord delivered me out of a bad spot before? If He did it then, He can do it now. He didn't deliver me before just to let me perish now."

· David took his only encouragement from the Lord. 1Ch_12:19-22 gave David a reason for encouragement - men from the tribe of Manasseh came to him at this time, and stood with him when others were turning on David.  But that isn't mentioned as encouragement to David at all.
1 Chronicles 12:19-22 (ESV)  19Some of the men of Manasseh deserted to David when he came with the Philistines for the battle against Saul. (Yet he did not help them, for the rulers of the Philistines took counsel and sent him away, saying, "At peril to our heads he will desert to his master Saul.")  20As he went to Ziklag, these men of Manasseh deserted to him: Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, chiefs of thousands in Manasseh. 21They helped David against the band of raiders, for they were all mighty men of valor and were commanders in the army.  22For from day-to-day men came to David to help him, until there was a great army, like an army of God.
· "God was beginning to cure his servant by a bitter dose of distress, and the evidence of the cure was that he did not encourage himself by his new friends, or by the hope of others coming; but he encouraged himself in the Lord his God." (Spurgeon)
· What David said in his heart in 1Sa_27:1 got him into this whole mess; 
And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul: there is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philistines; and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in any coast of Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand.

· Now, what he says to himself to strengthen himself in the Lord will help bring him out.
· "Some of the best talks in the world are those which a man has with himself. He who speaks to everybody except himself is a great fool." (Spurgeon)

v7-8 - David inquires of the Lord.

· In 1Sa_30:6, David strengthened himself in the Lord his God. Now, it was time to do something with that strength from the Lord. First, David uses that strength when he inquired of the Lord.

· Of all the time David spent among the Philistines, this is the first time we read of him seeking God in any way. During his time of compromise and backsliding, David simply didn't inquire of the Lord in this way.

· Some other times he proceeded only upon his own head. Now being in this great distress, though very desirous to pursue his enemies, and recover his wives, he would not go without the Lord God's direction. We are usually best when at worst.
· How did David inquire of the Lord? He did it the way God said to inquire of Him; David sought God with the help of the priest, almost certainly using the Urim and Thummim that were part of the priest's ephod. An ephod was a special apron that priests would wear, to cover over their clothing, so the sacrificial blood and gore would splash on the ephod, not so much on their clothing.

· The key to the effectiveness of the Urim and Thummim was that God's Word gave them. In seeking God through the Urim and Thummim, David was really going back to God's Word for guidance, because it was the word of God that commanded their place and allowed their use. Today, if we have the same focus on God's Word, He will guide us also.

· What did David ask the Lord? David asked, Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them? At one time, David would not have bothered to even ask these questions. He would have simply done it, because when a soldier is attacked, he attacks back. But in returning from his backsliding, David brings everything to the Lord. Nothing is done just because it was done before. He asks God about everything.

· What did God answer David? Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all. God first gave David something to do (pursue). Then, God gave David a promise in the doing (you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all). When God gives us something to do, He also gives us a promise in the doing.

v9-10 - David pursues the Amalekites who conquered Ziklag.

· So David went: God told David to go and pursue them, and David did exactly that. Obedience to the Lord is often that simple.

· What is the use of calling Jesus "Lord" if we will not do what He tells us to do? Is there a single thing you have done, or a single thing you have not done, for the simple reason that Jesus told you to do it or not do it?

· He and the six hundred men who were with him: David's men were almost at a place of mutiny against him (the people spoke of stoning him, 1Sa_30:6). But now, since he strengthened himself in the Lord his God (1Sa_30:6), and since he inquired of the Lord (1Sa_30:8), and since he did what God told him to do, his men are totally back on his side.

· What a sight it must have been! David and the six hundred men on the march again, this time not hoping to fight for the Philistines, or for themselves, but off again on a mission from God. There wasn't an army on earth that could beat David and his six hundred men when they walked in God's will.

· For two hundred stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not cross the Brook Besor: This might have been tremendously discouraging to David. As he pursues a significantly larger Amalekite army, he finds that one-third of his men can't continue. But David doesn't let this trial stop him. He sets the one-third to work guarding the supplies, lightening the load of the 400 who continue, and he sets out again, full of faith.

David was not delivered without further trial . . . Many a leader would have given up the chase with one out of three of his troop in hospital, but David pursued with his reduced force. When God means to bless us, he often takes away a part of the little strength we thought we had. We did not think our strength equal to the task, and the Lord takes away a portion even of the little power we had. Our God does not fill till he has emptied. Two hundred men must be rent away from David's side before God could give him victory . . . Expect then, O troubled one, that you will be delivered, but know that your sorrow may yet deepen, that you may have all the greater joy by-and-by." (Spurgeon)

v11-15 - David and his men befriend a helpless Egyptian.

· Then they found an Egyptian in the field: As David and the 600 men pursue the Amalekites, they come across a man collapsed in the wilderness. It would have been easy, and perhaps logical, to ignore this man because they had a "much greater" mission in pursing the Amalekites. But David and his men show unexpected kindness to this man, and they gave him bread and he ate, and they let him drink water.  They could have said, "We are on a mission from God and nothing can get in our way, so let's be on our way." But David and his men refused these excuses, and showed an unexpected kindness to this man. This shows that David was really walking in the heart of God.

· Then David said to him, "To whom do you belong, and where are you from?" David - the leader of these 600 men, and anointed to be the next king of Israel - didn't have to take a caring interest in this man, but he did. David did what some would have thought was a waste of time: he showed simple care and kindness to a nobody. They didn't just give this Egyptian food and water, they gave him care and kindness.

· I am a young man from Egypt, servant of an Amalekite . . . we burned Ziklag with fire: God provided the guidance that David needed at a critical time. Since he knew where they came from, he knew where they would return, and he promised to guide David and his men there.

· The southern area of the Cherethites: "Ketrthi, which, without the points, might be read Creti, were not only at this time Philistines, but that they were aborigines of Crete, from which they had their name Cherethites or Cretans, 
· and are those of whom Zephaniah speaks, chapter 2:5: Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast, The nation of the Cherethites! The word of the Lord is against you, O Canaan, land of the Philistines: 'I will destroy you; So there shall be no inhabitant.' 
· And Ezekiel, chapter 25:16: Therefore thus says the Lord God: 'I will stretch out My hand against the Philistines, and I will cut off the Cherethites and destroy the remnant of the seacoast.' 
· In 2Sa_15:18 we find that the Cherethites formed a part of David's guards." 
