Adult III – 18 January 2015 – Notes on 1 Samuel 26:21-27:12

1 Samuel 26 - David Spares Saul's Life Again

v21 - Saul apologizes to David.

· I have sinned: The last time Saul was in this situation, he was overcome with emotion. His feelings seemed right, but his life was not changed (1Sa_24:16-21). This time, there is something cold and mechanical about Saul's words. It feels that the words are right, but this time, the feelings aren't even there.

· Sometimes we know the right words to say - we know what sound spiritual and right - but our hearts really aren't there. 
· When we sense this in others, we are to love them, deciding to think the best and forgive them (as Jesus described in Luk_17:3-4). 
· When we sense this in ourselves, we should be honest, then pray mightily that our heart would come into the same right place as our words!

· For I will harm you no more . . . Indeed I have played the fool and erred exceedingly: This is a time when we really wish we could see and hear what happened, so we can see the expression on Saul's face, and the tone and intonation of his words. It seems - both from the "feel" of the verse and Saul's subsequent actions - that Saul isn't repentant; rather, he simply has a bitter realization that David has got the better of him once again. 

· 2Co_7:10  For godly sorrow works repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world works death.
· Behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly: "In these words we have a perfect autobiography. In them the complete life-story of this man is told . . . 
· There had been given to him:

· the Spirit of God, 
· the friendship of Samuel, and 
· the devotion of men whose hearts God had touched. 
· He had so acted that:

· the Spirit departed from him; 
· Samuel had been unable to help him; and 
· the hearts of the people had been turned away from him. 
· He realized that he had failed to obey, and so:

·  had become the evil-tempered man he was, 
· mastered by hatred, and 
· fighting against God.
· Killed the priests

· Trying to kill God’s anointed successor

v22-25 - David explains to Saul why he did not kill him.

· May the Lord repay every man for his righteousness and his faithfulness: David trusts in the God who blesses the righteous and the faithful. 
· David knew the truth of Heb_6:10 before it was written: For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which ye have showed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.
· David understood the principle Jesus spoke of in Mat_7:2: For with whatever judgment you judge, you shall be judged; and with whatever measure you measure out, it shall be measured to you again. 
· David wanted the "extra big scoop" of God's mercy given for himself, so David gave Saul the "extra big scoop" of mercy. That generous measure of mercy will be a great blessing to David later in his life.

· So let my life be valued much in the eyes of the Lord: David wanted to fulfill his calling, to be the next king of Israel. But he wanted both the throne and the blessing of God. He refused to take the throne through murder or rebellion. He would wait until it came to him God's way. In this, David trusted that God would protect him when he did eventually come to reign over Israel.

· David went on his way: David would wait and see if the repentant words Saul spoke showed a genuine repentance in his life. But as David goes on his way, he is faced with the temptation he spoke of in 1Sa_26:19 - the temptation to flee Israel all together and live among the ungodly.
1 Samuel 27 - David Flees to the Philistines

v1- David's discouraged decision.

· David said in his heart: The sad story of 1 Samuel 27 begins with something David said in his heart. He may have never said it out loud; he may have never said it to anyone else; he may have never said it to God. But David said it in his heart. What we say in our heart has a tremendous power to shape our thinking, our actions, even our whole destiny.
· If someone says in their heart, "God doesn't care about me," it will make a difference in their life. 
· If someone says in their heart, "I deserve better than this," it will make a difference in their life. 
· If someone says in their heart, "I come before others," it will make a difference in their life. 
By the same principle: 
· If someone says in their heart, "God loves me and I don't have to earn His love," it will make a difference. 
· If they say in their heart, "I am grateful for every blessing I have," it will make a difference. 
· If someone says in their heart, "Others come first, before me," it will make difference in their life. 
What we say in our heart has great power for good or evil, for blessing or cursing.

· What did David say in his heart? Now I shall perish someday by the hand of Saul. 
· That was a word of discouragement, coming from a heart that was tired of trusting God for His continued deliverance. 
· God had protected David so many times before, why wouldn't He continue to protect him from the hand of Saul? 
· But in his discouragement, David forgets God's past deliverance.

· Previously, David declared his great trust in God against all enemies (1Sa_17:45-47). The David of 1 Samuel 27 should listen to the David of 1 Samuel 17!

"I remember on one occasion, to my shame, being sad and doubtful of heart. And a kind friend took out a paper and read to me a short extract from a discourse upon faith. I very soon detected the author of the extract; my friend was reading to me from one of my own sermons. Without saying a word he just left it to my own conscience, for he had convicted me of committing the very fault against which I had so earnestly declaimed." (Spurgeon)

· What did David say in his heart? There is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape to the land of the Philistines. David is actually telling himself to leave the land of Israel and go live among the idol worshipping Philistines.

· This temptation had been working its way in for quite a while. 

· Nothing better? Was there nothing better for David in Israel among God's people than among the ungodly? Is not the love of the Lord, and His kindness, goodness, and mercy something better? But David doubted God's care for him.

· “To doubt the kindness, the faithfulness, and the love of God, is a very heinous offense." (Spurgeon)
· What did David say in his heart? Saul will despair of me, to seek me anymore in any part of Israel. So I shall escape out of his hand. Before, David trusted in the Lord to protect him from the hand of Saul. Now, David gives up trusting in the Lord, and will instead leave the land of promise, leave the people of God, and find "protection" among the Philistines.

· Saul will despair: What? Will Saul despair if David leaves the land of promise? Will Saul despair if David forsakes the people of God and joins the ungodly? No, Saul will rejoice! It is David who is in despair, not Saul.

· In his discouraged despair, David is at a place that many find themselves at some point in their lives. He says, "I give up. I can't take this anymore. The stress of trusting God is too much, and I have to find protection somewhere else." 

· Saul could never drive David to the Philistines. If Saul were to tell David, "You must leave the people of God and go live among the Philistines," David would never bow to it. But discouragement and despair are more powerful enemies than even Saul was. Discouragement and despair will drive David to do something that Saul could never make him do.

· All of these are reasons to deal with what we say in our hearts, to deal with discouragement and despair instead of simply ignoring them. When we don't deal with them, they can build and drive us to far worse places.

· At this point, David looked at Saul, not at God. David listened to himself, not to God. This will always end in trouble.

i. "Always be afraid of being afraid. Failing faith means failing strength. Do not regard despondency as merely a loss of joy, view it as draining away your spiritual life. Struggle against it, for it often happens that when faith ebbs sin comes to the flood. He who does not comfortably trust God will soon seek after comfort somewhere else." (Spurgeon)

v2-4 - David goes over to Achish, leader of Gath.

· David arose and went over with the six hundred men: David's discouraged and despairing heart didn't only affect himself; he led six hundred men out of the land of promise, over to live with the ungodly. Before David sunk into his pit of discouragement and despair, he would have never dreamed of doing this!

· 1Sa_27:3 makes it even worse: Each man with his household. David's defection to the Philistines touched even more than the six hundred men, it touched all of their families. It directly touched David's household also, because Ahinoam and Abigail were with him.

· So David dwelt with Achish at Gath: Previously (recorded in 1Sa_21:10-15), David had briefly gone over to Achish of the Philistines, believing there might be a place of refuge for him there. God allowed that experience to quickly turn sour, and David pretended to be a madman so he could escape. In his discouragement and despair, built upon what David said in his heart, David will go down a road of sin he has been down before.

· Why does Achish receive him this time, when he would not in 1Sa_21:10-15? 
· First, it is clear now when it wasn't clear before that David and Achish both share the same enemy, Saul. 
· Second, now David brings with him 600 fighting men, whom Achish can use as mercenaries.

· It was told Saul that David had fled to Gath; so he sought him no more: David accomplished his immediate goal, because now Saul has stopped pursuing him. But now David is in a place of compromise that will leave him worse off than before. He is actually submitting to a Philistine master!

· We have no record of any Psalms that David wrote during this time. This was not a high point in his spiritual life; he wasn't writing sweet Psalms unto the Lord.

· David left Israel and went among the ungodly because he badly needed a sense of security from Saul's unrelenting attacks. But where was David more secure: in Israel and in God's will, or among the Philistines and out of God's will? 

· "It is impossible to see David taking refuge in Gath, without recognizing that he had lost for the time being the clear vision of God which made him strong against Goliath." (Morgan)

v5-7 - David receives the city of Ziklag.

· David said to Achish, "If I have now found favor in your eyes." When did David care about finding favor in the eyes of a Philistine ruler? What a change in David!

· Why should your servant dwell in the royal city with you? It smarts to hear David say to a Philistine ruler, "your servant." But why did David want his own city? "From every point of view it was good that David should move away from Achish's capital, but especially because he needed freedom to operate his own independent policy without being observed too closely." 

· Let them give me a place . . . that I may dwell there: In David's mind, this isn't just a visit to the Philistines. He may say to himself that he will someday return to Israel, but he isn't planning on a short stay among the ungodly. He wants to dwell there, and he did for one full year and four months.

· Now David, his 600 men and their families lived in a completely new situation. They lived in a fortified city, a formal place of defense. No more finding refuge in the wilderness! But apart from God, they aren't safer in the city.

v8-9 - David's new occupation: a roving bandit.

· David and his men went up and raided: The Hebrew word raided comes from the verb to strip, with especially the idea of stripping the dead for loot. David would attack these villages or encampments, kill some of the men, strip their bodies for treasure or armor, and rob the people of the village or encampment. Is this a way of life for a man after God's own heart?

· The Geshurites, the Girzites, and the Amalekites: David hasn't totally turned against God and His people. For now, he only attacks the enemies of Israel. This probably gave David some comfort, but it is a small consolation to know that you aren't as bad as you possibly could be.

· He left neither man nor woman alive, but took away: Even though he is attacking the enemies of Israel, David is nothing more than an armed robber and a murderer. He kills all the people of the village or encampment he attacks, takes all the spoil, and does all of this without the approval or guidance of God. He now fights wars for profit, instead of for God's honor.

v10-12 - David lies to Achish.

· And David would say, "Against the southern area of Judah." David didn't lie to Achish because he was ashamed of what he did. He lied to gain favor with Achish. He knew that this Philistine leader would be pleased to hear that David raided his own people of Israel.

· David would save neither man nor woman alive, to bring news to Gath: In his raids, David killed all the men and the women, so his lie to Achish would not be exposed.

· Much later in his life, David will have a far more notorious season of sin with Bathsheba, and end up killing Bathsheba's husband Uriah to cover his sin. Though that later event is far more famous, the root of sin that nourished it began way back in 1 Samuel 27. Here, many years before David killed Uriah to cover his sin, he kills these men and women in his raids to cover his sin. The roots of sin must be dealt with, or they come back with greater strength.

· So Achish believed David, saying, "He has made his people Israel utterly abhor him; therefore he will be my servant forever." Achish felt he was in a good place. David was trapped in a web, and Achish was the spider. Achish believed that David had burned all his bridges with the people of God. It all looks pretty dark; but David had not - and could not - burn his bridge with God.

