Adult III – 21 December 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 24:9-25:3
1 Samuel 24 - David Spares Saul's Life

v9-15 - David's speech to Saul.

· Why do you listen to the words of men: With this, David shows great kindness and tact to Saul. David knew very well that Saul's fear of David came from Saul himself, and not from anyone else. But David puts the blame on nameless others, so that it is easier for Saul to say "They were wrong" instead of "I was wrong." Even in confronting Saul, David is covering Saul's sin!

· I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord's anointed: This principle of not striking out against God's anointed leaders is good and important, but sometimes has been misused. 

· The phrase touch not the Lord's anointed is in vogue among some Christians, and among many leaders. 
· And often, to them, it means this: "You should never speak against a pastor or a leader. He is above your criticism or rebuke, so just keep quiet." 
· Sometimes it is used even to prevent a Biblical evaluation of a man's teaching. They like to use David's actions here as an example. 
· But when David recognized that Saul was the Lord's anointed and refused to harm him, what David would not do is kill Saul. 
· But he did humbly confront Saul with his sin, and hope to God that Saul would change his heart. 
· But it is entirely wrong for people to use the idea of touch not the Lord's anointed to insulate a leader from all evaluation or accountability.

· See the corner of your robe in my hand: This was proof that David had full opportunity to kill Saul, yet did not take that opportunity. As David showed Saul the corner of his robe, Saul must have heard the Spirit of God speaking loudly in his heart.

· Why did David cut off a corner of Saul's robe? We are amazed that that was all David cut off, yet we can see God's leading in cutting off a corner of Saul's robe. The robe is a picture of Saul's royal authority, and through this God sends a message to Saul: "I am cutting away your royal authority."

· In 1Samuel_15:27-28, the prophet Samuel rebuked Saul for his hard-hearted disobedience to God. In his distress, Saul tried to keep Samuel from leaving, and grabbed his robe, and a portion of the prophet's robe tore away. When Saul was left holding the torn piece of Samuel's robe, Samuel said to him: The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. Now, when David confronts Saul with the torn robe, Saul must be reminded of this incident, and God's message to him was loud and clear.
· v11 - Moreover, my father,.... So he was in a natural sense, as having married his daughter; and in a civil sense, as he was a king, and was, or ought to have been, the father of his country, and to treat his subjects as his children, and David among the rest:
· Let the Lord judge between you and me: David didn't need to do anything more to defend himself before Saul; he referred the matter to the Lord. David would let God plead his case and be his judge. David didn't just say, "My hand shall not be against you," he proved it by not killing Saul when he had the opportunity.

· Saul would be judged, and he would lose the throne. But it was absolutely God's business to accomplish that, and the business of no one else. 
· Jesus established the same principle in Matthew_18:7 when He said, offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes! God's judgment is God's business. We also put ourselves in a bad place when we take it upon ourselves to be instruments of God's judgment.

· Mat 18:7 (GNB) How terrible for the world that there are things that make people lose their faith! Such things will always happen---but how terrible for the one who causes them!
· v13 Wickedness proceeds from the wicked: David used this proverb to make a point. "Saul, if I was really as wicked as your advisors say I am, if I really was out to kill you, I would have done that wicked act in the cave.(Works both ways…)Because no wickedness proceeded from me when I had the opportunity, it shows my heart is not wicked towards you."

· Therefore let the Lord be judge . . . and see and plead my case, and deliver me out of your hand: David tells Saul, "I'm still trusting God, that He will deliver me out of your hand." Instead of finding a way out of his trial in the flesh, David did the harder thing - he trusted in God to deliver him, instead of trusting in himself.

v16-19 - Saul honors David's mercy towards him.

· Is this your voice, my son David? Why does Saul respond so emotionally, and does not kill David? Because Saul had lived on the delusion that David was out to get him, and David's refusal to kill Saul when he had the chance proved beyond doubt that this was false.

· David's obedience to God and his love for  Saul made all the difference in softening Saul's heart.

· You are more righteous than I . . .: What a change of heart in Saul! Every change David could have hoped for in Saul has happened, and Saul really seems sincere about it (Saul lifted up his voice and wept). Saul's heart was melted by the kindness of David heaped upon his head.

v20-22 - Saul looks to the future.

· I know indeed that you shall surely be king: Saul knew it all along (1Sa_23:17), but now he really knows it.

· Therefore swear to me know by the Lord that you will not cut off my descendants after me: Saul simply wants the same kind of promise from David that David made to Jonathan in 1Sa_20:13-16. In that day, when one royal house replaced another, it was common for the new royal house to kill all the potential rulers from the old royal house. 

· And Saul went home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold: Why didn't David go back home with Saul, and be restored to his home and his place at the palace? Because David knew that as much as Saul meant it at the moment, the struggle would be to remain in the place of victory.

· Many times, a person repents and claims to recognize their sinful ways just like Saul did. But the validity of repentance and a changed heart isn't demonstrated by the emotion or sincerity of a moment. It is demonstrated by the ongoing direction of one's life, and David had every right to say, "I'm going to stay in the stronghold until I see the direction of Saul's life."

· In fact, it is worse to have this kind of emotional response if it doesn't result in repentance. If a man is emotionally upset, as Saul was, and awakens to his condition, but only weeps about it and still doesn't obey God, his second state is a thousand times worse than the first. Emotion that does not lead to appropriate action only leads deeper into sin and rebellion.
1 Samuel 25 - David, Nabal, and Abigail

v1 - Samuel, the great prophet and judge over Israel, dies.

· Then Samuel died: This great man, who was dedicated unto the Lord and served Him from his youngest days, now dies. As godly as he was, it did not save him from an earthly death, because he was till a descendant of Adam. But God's work in Israel did not end when Samuel died; His work never is dependent on only one man.

· If it is written then Samuel died, it is also written and David arose. God's work may begin with a man, but it never ends with one man. God continues and sustains His work as He pleases.

· The Israelites gathered together and lamented for him: As well they should have! Samuel seemed to be unappreciated by Israel during his life (1Sa_8:1-7), but at least he was honored in his death.

· Samuel's heritage lived on in a remarkable way. 
· 1Ch_9:22 suggests that Samuel laid the foundation for the organization of the Levites for the service of the sanctuary which was completed by David and Solomon. 
· 1Ch_26:27-28 says that Samuel began to collect the treasures for the building of the temple in Solomon's day. 
· 2Ch_35:18 says that Samuel remembered the Passover, and kept Israel in remembrance of God's great deliverance. 
· Psa_99:6 and Jer_15:1 commemorate Samuel as a man of great intercessory prayer. 
· Heb_11:33 puts Samuel in God's "Hall of Faith."

· This is the last we see of Samuel in the book of 1 Samuel - except for a very interesting incident in 1 Samuel 28!
· And David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran. Specific place is unknown but in the southeast of Israel.  Paran = place of caverns
v2-3 - A man named Nabal, his wife and his character.

· And the man was very rich: The first thing we learn about this man is where he lived (Maon, with his business in Carmel), and that he was a very rich man (three thousand sheep and a thousand goats). 

· There are four kinds of riches. 
· There are riches in what you have, 
· there are riches in what you do, 
· there are riches in what you know, and 
· there are riches in what you are - riches of character. 
· Nabal was a very rich man, but only rich in what he had. He had the lowest kind of riches.

· This should remind us of what Jesus said: 
Matthew 19:23-26  23Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 24And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 25When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? 26But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.

We should look for this in the character of Nabal!

· And he was shearing his sheep in Carmel: This was the "harvest time" for a sheep rancher. Because it was like "harvest time," by ancient traditions, sheep shearing time was a time of lavish hospitality towards others. Sheep-shearing was traditionally celebrated by feasting, with enough and to spare.
· The name of the man was Nabal: This is another indication of his character, because the name Nabal means fool. In the ancient culture of Israel, names were often connected with a person's character; we don't know if Nabal was given this name or he earned it, but we will certainly see that he matches his own name.

· We read that Nabal was harsh and evil in his doings. The fact that he was of the house of Caleb may also be told as a bad description of Nabal, because Caleb means dog, and to be of the house of a dog was no compliment.

· Abigail . . . a woman of good understanding and beautiful appearance: Nabal's wife was both beautiful and wise, in contrast to Nabal himself. The Bible gives Abigail great praise when it says she was of beautiful appearance, because the only other women who have this Hebrew phrase applied to them are Rachel (Gen_29:7) and Esther (Est_2:7).

· How did a woman like this ever get matched up with a man like Nabal? We can understand it in that day of arranged marriages. Clarke says that she was "married to the boor mentioned above, probably because he was rich. Many women have been thus sacrificed." Trapp also says, "But what meant her father to match her to such an ill-conditioned churl? It is likely he married her to the wealth, not to the man. Many a child is cast away upon riches."

· You must believe that God has permitted you to enter on this awful heritage, partly because this fiery ordeal was required by your character, and partly that you might act as a counteractive influence. You must stay as you are. It may be that some day your opportunity will come, as it came to Abigail. In the meantime do not allow your purer nature to be bespotted or besmeared. You can always keep the soul clean and pure." 

· Perhaps God knew that you needed the fiery trial to humble you and make you a testimony to your partner. The Bible says you must stay as you are. Maybe there will come to you one day, as there came to Abigail, a new opportunity; but until then, it is for you to prove the grace and power of the Lord in your heart to strengthen you and keep you pure.
