Adult III – 2 November 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 18:20-19:7
1 Samuel 18 - Conflict Between Saul and David

v20-25  David's agreement to marry Michal.

· Now Michal, Saul's daughter, loved David: Saul was happy to hear this (the thing pleased him). It doesn't surprise us that Michal was attracted to David, because of his character, qualities, and fame. But as is evident later in David's marriage to Michal, she was not really attracted to David's heart for the Lord.

· That she might be a snare to him: This may be meant in two ways. First, obviously Saul wanted David to be snared by the dowry. But it may also be that Saul knew Michal's character and heart, and knew that she would be snare for him as a wife, as turned out to be the case in some regard (2Sa_6:16-23).

· Therefore Saul said to David a second time, "You shall be my son-in-law today." Saul did not get it concerning God's warning. He is rushing through the warning signs God gave him. He tries this manipulative plan again.

· Communicate to David secretly: See how this reeks of manipulation! It is all about behind-the-back secret communication. It is all about hidden agendas and clever traps (the king has delight in you). But David still responded with humility (I am a poor and lightly esteemed man).

· How could David say, "I am a poor and lightly esteemed man"? Because David didn't believe all his press clippings. Because David knew there was a difference between fame and being truly esteemed. Because David was always more focused on where he was before God than where he was in the opinion polls.

· The king does not desire any dowry but one hundred foreskins of the Philistines: Now, Saul builds on his clever plan. "David won't marry Michal because he doesn't have a big enough dowry. He's too humble to ask me for terms, so I will suggest them." Even the way he phrases it is clever: "The king does not desire any dowry." That makes it sound like Saul doesn't want anything from David. "But one hundred foreskins of the Philistines." That makes it sound like Saul isn't asking for much, when he is really asking for something far greater than a lot of money. He asks David to put his life in great jeopardy, because Saul wants him dead!

· Even the specific request - one hundred foreskins of the Philistines - was manipulative. 
· It was designed to goad David on ("Go get those uncircumcised Philistines"). 
· It was designed to be difficult, because the Philistines would have to be dead. 
· It was designed to make the Philistines completely outraged at David, because from their perspective, not only were their men killed, but their dead bodies were desecrated.

v26-27  David fulfills Saul's request for a dowry and marries Michal.

· It pleased David well: David has such a pure, humble heart that he seems to be blind to Saul's manipulation and cunning. How can a simple man like this ever survive? Because God is with him!

· Again, notice David's humble heart. Many men would have said, "Dowry? You want a dowry? You promised to give your daughter to the man who killed Goliath. If you want to see my dowry, go look at the ten-foot grave in the Valley of Elah. That's enough of a dowry. I demand my rights!"

· Therefore David arose and went, he and his men, and killed two hundred men of the Philistines: What did David do with Saul's attempt at manipulation? He took control of the situation by being a humble servant, and by giving more than what was required.

· We often think that being a humble servant and being in control contradict each other. We wrongly think that if you are a humble servant, then you must be at the mercy of events. But the example of Jesus, who was completely in control (always submitting that control to God the Father), yet always a humble servant shows us differently.

· Jesus told us how to take control in this kind of situation. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. (Matthew 5:40-41) In this, Jesus showed how to take command of evil impositions by making a deliberate choice to give more than we are required. This is how we change someone's attempt to manipulate us into our free act of love.

· And David brought their foreskins, and then gave them in full count to the king: There are many times we wish we had a visual Bible, or could see Biblical events exactly as they happened. This is one instance where we are happy the Bible is not illustrated.

v28-30  David's constantly growing popularity.

· Thus Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with David: Having this understanding, how did Saul react? Did he stop trying to kill David, and leave it all in the Lord's hands? Did he find it in his heart to respect David, and make a way for the Lord's choice to smoothly come to the throne? No. The closer David got to the Lord, the further he got from Saul, and so Saul was still more afraid of David. It didn't have to be like this, but Saul's heart was set on this destructive course.

· Then the princes of the Philistines went out to war: Saul's cunning plan against David continues. No doubt, the Philistines went out to war against David in retaliation for what they felt was a terrible disgrace against the Philistine people. Saul wanted to make David a marked man, and he succeeded.

· David behaved more wisely than all the servants of Saul, so that his name became highly esteemed: Saul's plan has completely backfired. David is not only alive, but more popular and closer to the Lord than ever. 

· David's wise behavior and high esteem were both closely connected to his humble heart. The same is true (in a far greater sense) of the Son of David, Jesus Christ. Phi_2:9 says of Jesus, Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name. 
· Why was it that the name of Jesus became highly esteemed? Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. (Phi_2:5-8) 
· This mind, this heart, was in David. This mind, this heart, is in Jesus. God wants this mind, this heart, to be in each of us.
1 Samuel 19 - David Flees from Saul

Psalm relevant to this chapter: Psalm 59.

v1a -Saul plots the murder of David, attempting to enlist the help of Jonathan and his servants.

· After David killed Goliath, and was honored among the people for this, everything changed in his relationship with Saul. 
· 1Samuel 18:9 says, So Saul eyed David from that day forward. And since that time, Saul has repeatedly attacked David, with one persistent goal: to eliminate him.

· Twice, Saul tried to kill David by pinning him to the wall with a spear as David played music for Saul (1Sa_18:11).

· Saul offered his oldest daughter Merab to David as a trap, hoping the dowry he would arrange would result in David's death (1Sa_18:17).

· Saul tried to lead David into the sin of rebellion or treason by suddenly giving Merab to another man when she was promised to David (1Sa_18:19).

· Saul tried to put David in a place where the Philistines would kill him, in demanding a dowry of 100 Philistine foreskins for his other daughter, Michal (1Sa_18:21-25).

· None of this worked, but none of it changed Saul's heart. 1Sa_18:29 says, Saul was still more afraid of David. So Saul became David's enemy continually.

· Now, Saul persists in his efforts to eliminate David. Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David. David was a marked man, and Saul's staff was instructed to kill him. 

· What a difficult place for Jonathan his son! Jonathan loved David, and God had made a wonderful bond of friendship between them, sealed by a covenant (1Sa_18:1-4). Jonathan knew that David was destined to be the next king of Israel, even though Jonathan himself was officially the crown prince. At the same time, his father and king tells him to kill David!

· We can imagine Saul quoting Scripture to Jonathan: "Jonathan, the Bible says Honor your father and mother in Exo_20:12. I'm your father and your king. You must submit to me as father and king. Go kill David. You are in the perfect place to do it, because he trusts you. God has put you in that place so you can obey me now!" Was Jonathan supposed to submit?

· What a difficult place for David! Who can he trust? Even if he said, "I can trust Jonathan; I know he would never betray me." Surely, he knows there is at least one person on Saul's staff who would do whatever Saul said, without regard to right or wrong.

v1b-3 - In loyalty to David, Jonathan warns David.

· But Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted much in David: We can know that Saul, and at least some on Saul's staff, had criticized David a lot. They looked for any chink in David's armor they could find. They looked for anything they could to bring against him, and if they could find nothing, they would twist or exaggerate something to make it seem something. Jonathan didn't change his opinion of David. He still delighted much in David.

· So Jonathan told David: This would have made Saul furious, but Jonathan knew he was doing right.

· How could Jonathan justify disobeying his father? Because Saul, his father and king, commanded him to do something that was clearly disobedient to God. This was an easy one, because Jonathan knew the Bible said, You shall not murder (Exo_20:13). The Bible was clear, and Saul was on record as saying that they should kill David (1Sa_19:1). 

· We are under authority, and commanded to submit to God's order of authority in many different arenas. 
· There is a Biblical, commanded submission from children to their parents, 
· from citizens to their government, 
· from employees to their employers, 
· from Christians to their church leadership, and 
· from wives to their husbands. 
· Yet, even in all of those relationships, we are never excused from sin because we obeyed an authority that told us to sin. In this instance, it would have been wrong for Jonathan to obey his father and kill David.

· This was a case where Jonathan could say what the apostles said when they were told to stop preaching the gospel: We ought to obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29). Jonathan was willing to take the consequences for his obedience to God.
· My father Saul seeks to kill you. Therefore please be on your guard until morning, and stay in a secret place and hide: Jonathan did more than refuse to help Saul. He helped David. 
· Jonathan could have said, "I'll just be neutral and let God work it out." But Jonathan didn't take that attitude.

· Certainly, that is right attitude to take sometimes. The Bible does say that we should aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business (1Th_4:11). It is easy to get mixed up in things that are none of our business. 
· But it is also wrong to stay "neutral" when God doesn't want you to. It took courage for Jonathan to take David's side in this matter, but he did. We often let others down because we lack the kind of courage Jonathan had.
· Satan, Christ, you/Man perspective
v4-5 - In loyalty to David, Jonathan speaks to Saul.

· Now Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father: Jonathan did more than secretly help David with information. He spoke well of David to Saul his father. Jonathan let Saul know, That took a lot of courage, but it was the right thing for Jonathan to do.

· It was wonderful for Jonathan to support David secretly, when it was just him and David. That itself was a gift. It was another thing for Jonathan to support David before others, and before those who were against David. But that is what supporting someone is really all about. You can't measure a person's support by what they say about you to your face. You measure their support by how they back you when you aren't around.

· "Jonathan spake good of David, which he could not do without hazard to himself. Herein therefore he performed the duty of a true friend, and of a valiant man." 

· Let not the king sin against his servant: Jonathan was bold enough to tell his father that his anger and jealousy against David was sin, and to say, "he has not sinned against you." Saul felt that David had sinned against him in some manner and he felt righteous in his cause. But Jonathan delivers a needed word of correction.

· For he took his life in his hands and killed the Philistine, and the Lord brought about a great salvation for all Israel: Why did Jonathan remind Saul of these events? It wasn't because Saul had forgotten them. It was because Saul "spun" these events with a meaning that justified his jealous desire to murder David.

· Saul knew that David killed the Philistine. But Saul could not believe that David did it for a righteous reason. In his mind, he thought "David did it just to become famous and to take my throne. He's a grasping traitor. I'm justified in killing him, because I have to kill him before he kills me!"

· Why then will you sin against innocent blood, to kill David without a cause? Again, in Saul's mind, there was a cause. In Saul's mind, David was not innocent. But the truth was that he was innocent, and there was no cause to kill him. 
· Jonathan is trying to bring Saul back to reality. He reminds his father: "You saw it and rejoiced." "When David first killed Goliath, you rejoiced just like everyone. Now Satan has filled your mind with envy and jealousy. Go back to how it first was in your mind."

v6-7 -  The reconciliation between Saul and David.

· So Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan: This took real humility for Saul. It would have been easy to say, "I'm the king and I'm right. I don't care what you say." But in this case, Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan.

· Saul swore, "As the Lord lives, he shall not be killed." This shows that the Lord had genuinely touched Saul's heart. God used Jonathan, but it wasn't the work of Jonathan. It was the work of the Lord, and Saul recognized by declaring this oath.

· Knowing the end of the story, this seems like a pretty hollow promise. But Saul was more accurate than he perhaps knew. It was totally true that as the Lord lives, he shall not be killed. But that was no credit to Saul, who kept trying to kill David!

· It is very likely Saul now spoke as he thought. But if good thoughts look at any time into a wicked heart, they stay not there, as those that like not their lodging. 

· So Jonathan brought David to Saul and he was in his presence as in times past: It seems to have all worked! The command to kill David is revoked. Saul and David are together again as in the "good old days."

