Adult III – 27 July 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 15:14-35
1 Samuel 15 - God Rejects Saul as King

v14-16  Saul "explains" his sin to Samuel.

· What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? Saul had been proud of his accomplishments. He set up a monument for himself. He could openly - and in his own mind, honestly - say "I have performed the commandment of the Lord." At the same time, the evidence of his disobedience was could be heard, even as he spoke! The livestock that God clearly commanded to be killed could be heard, seen, and even smelt even as Saul said, "I have performed the commandment of the Lord."

· Pride and disobedience make us blind to our sin. What was completely obvious to Samuel was invisible to Saul. We all have blind spots of sin in our lives, and we need to constantly ask God to show them to us. 
· We need to sincerely pray the prayer of David in Psalm 139:23-24: 
Psa 139:23  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 

Psa 139:24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

· We need to plead with God to reveal our blind spots to us!

· Saul's excuses are revealing. 
· First, he blames the people, not himself (They have brought them . . . the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen). 
· Second, he includes himself in the obedience part (the rest we have utterly destroyed). 
· Third, he justifies what he has kept because of its fine quality (the best of the sheep and the oxen). 
· Fourth, he claims to have done it for a spiritual reason (to sacrifice to the Lord your God).

· All this made perfect sense to Saul (in his proud self-deception), it meant nothing to God and Samuel. In fact, it was worse than nothing - it showed that Saul was desperately trying to excuse his sin by word games and half-truths.
· But even in his excuse, Saul reveals the real problem: he has a poor relationship with God. Notice how he speaks of God to Samuel: "to sacrifice to the Lord thy/your God." 
· The Lord was not Saul's God. Saul was Saul's God. The Lord was the God of Samuel, not Saul. In his pride, Saul has removed the Lord God from the throne of his heart.

· We multiply our sins when we give false explanations of our sins!
· The rest we have utterly destroyed: As it turned out, this was not even true. Saul, in fact, did not even do what he said he did. There were still Amalekites he left alive. 
· David later had to deal with the Amalekites (1Sa_27:8, 30:1, 2Sa_8:12). 
· Haman, the evil man who tried to wipe out all the Jewish people in the days of Esther, was in fact a descendant of Agag! (Ester 3:1). 
· Most ironic of all, when Saul was killed on the field of battle, the final thrust of the sword was from the hand of an Amalekite! (Read 2 Samuel 1:1-10 (v8)). 
· When we don't obey God completely, the "left over" portion will surely come back and trouble us, if not kill us!

· Then Samuel said to Saul, "Stop/Stay/Be quiet! (Shut up and Listen)" Samuel has had enough. He will listen to no more from Saul. The excuse was revealed for what it was - just a lame excuse. Now it is time for Saul to be quiet, and to listen to the word of the Lord through Samuel. 

· v16 But even in this, Saul can't shut up. He shows his proud desire to retain some control by replying, "Say on/Speak on." As if the prophet of God Samuel needed Saul's permission! He would speak on, but not because Saul had given him permission. He would speak on because he was a messenger of God.
v17-21  The charge against Saul, and his feeble defense.

· And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until they be consumed. Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD? This was the most obvious of Saul's sins. God had given him a specific command, and he had directly disobeyed it.

· The root of Saul's disobedience was far worse: his pride. 
· He was big in his own eyes, and that made the Lord small in his eyes!

· But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord: Saul first insists that he is innocent. But he is so self-deceived, that he can say, I have obeyed the voice of the Lord and then immediately describe how he did not obey the voice of the Lord! (Saul admits that he brought back Agag king of Amalek).

· Saul's claim, I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites is plain evidence of the depth of his self-deception. 
· First, he admits that he brought back Agag king of Amalek. There was an Amalekite right in front of him whom was not utterly destroyed! 
· Second, the Biblical record makes it clear that Saul had not even utterly destroyed the Amalekites, yet, Saul can "honestly" say, "I have obeyed the voice of the Lord" and "I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites" because he is self-deceived.

· But the people took of the spoil: After insisting he is innocent, Saul then blames the people for the sin. His statement is a half-truth that is a whole lie. It is true that the people took of the plunder. But they did so by following Saul's example (he spared Agag king of Amalek), and with Saul's allowance (he did nothing to stop or discourage them).

· Saul certainly could be zealous in commanding his army when it suited him to be so. In the previous chapter, he commanded a death sentence on anyone who ate anything on the day of battle. He was willing to execute his own son in his zeal to have his command obeyed. Saul was full of fire and zeal when it came to his own will, but not when it came to the will of God.

· But Saul’s sin was in doing nothing to stop the people; had he, the sin would have been theirs alone.
v22-23  Samuel prophesies God's judgment against King Saul.

· Religious observance without obedience is empty before God. The best sacrificial offering we could bring to God is a repentant heart, and our bodies surrendered to His service for obedience.
· Psalm 51:16-17 - 16For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

· Romans 12:1 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
· In a blood sacrifice the flesh of another creature was offered; in obedience we offer our own will before God. 
· Luther used to say, "I had rather be obedient, than able to work miracles." 

· v23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry: A rebellious, stubborn heart rejects God just as certainly as someone rejects God by occult practices or idolatry.

· It would have been easy for Saul to point his finger at the Amalekites or the Philistines and say, "Look at those Godless idolaters. They don't worship the true God like I do." But Saul didn't worship the true God either, because the real worship of God begins with surrender.

· All conscious disobedience is actually idolatry, because it makes self-will, the human I, into a god.
· Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being king: In his empty religious practice, rebellion, and stubbornness against God, Saul was rejecting God's word. So God rightly rejected him as king over Israel.

· Later kings of Israel would do far worse, and not be rejected as king. Why is God being so tough on Saul?" But God saw Saul's heart, and saw how rebellious and stubborn it was. Saul's condition was like an iceberg: what was visible might be manageable in size, but there was far more under the surface that couldn't be seen. God could see it.

· So Saul was rejected . . . from being king. Yet, it would be almost 25 years before there was another king enthroned in Israel. Saul's rejection was final, but it was not immediate. God needed almost 25 years to train up the right replacement for Saul!

v24-25  Saul's weak attempt to repent.

· I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your words: So far, so good. Saul's statement begins like a genuine confession, reflecting a genuinely repentant heart. But that changes as he continues: because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. In this, Saul refuses to own up to his sin; instead he blames the people who "made him" do it.
· When he could deny it no longer, at last he made a forced confession; drawn more by the danger and damage of his sin, than by the offence; making the best of a bad situation.
· Worst of all, he tries to justify one sin with another. Because I feared the people makes that clear. This was to excuse one sin with another. He should have trusted in God, done his duty, and not feared what man could do unto him.
· Now … pardon my sin, and return with me, that I may worship the Lord: Instead of dealing with the deep issue of his heart of rebellion and stubbornness against God, Saul thinks that with a word from Samuel, everything can be fixed. But a word or two from Samuel will not change the settled nature of Saul's heart.

· God knew Saul's heart. Not only did He know it was full of rebellion and stubbornness, but it was settled in that condition. That is something that no man could know with certainty, looking from the outside. But God knew it, and God had told Samuel the prophet this was the settled state of Saul's heart. 
v26-31  God's rejection of Saul as king over Israel is final.

· I will not return with you, for you have rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel: Samuel has nothing more to say on this matter, other than what the Lord has already said through him previously (1Sa_15:23). That was all there was to talk about.

· Why would Samuel say, "I will not return with you" when Saul just wanted him to worship with him? 
· Because that worship would have no doubt also included sacrifices, and sacrifices of the animals that Saul had spared from the Amalekites. 
· Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore. So Samuel said to him, "The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today": Saul's desperate action provides a vivid object lesson on how the kingdom was torn away from him. 

· Just as much as the robe tore because Saul grasped it too tightly, so his tight grip on his pride and stubbornness meant the kingdom would be taken away from him. 
· In this respect, Saul was the opposite of Jesus, who had always been God by nature but did not cling to His prerogatives as God's Equal, but stripped Himself of all privilege by consenting to be a slave by nature and being born as a mortal man (Phi_2:6-7, J.B. Phillips translation). Jesus was willing to let go, but Saul insisted in clinging on. So Saul lost all, while Jesus gained all!

· The Strength of Israel will not lie nor relent: Saul might have thought there was a way out of this. He was thinking of what he could do to "fix" this. Samuel let him know there was nothing he could do. This was permanent.

· Samuel uses a title for the Lord found only here in the whole Bible: The Strength of Israel. This reminds Saul that the Lord is determined in His purpose, and is strong in His will. There will be no change.

· The title The Strength of Israel was also important, because at that time, Saul probably thought of himself as the strength of Israel. After all, 1Sa_14:47 says, So Saul established his sovereignty over Israel, and fought against all his enemies on every side. Saul was a mighty warrior, and it was easy for him to think, "I'm the strength of Israel." But he wasn't. The Lord God was The Strength of Israel!

· I have sinned, yet honor me now, please, before the elders of my people and before Israel: Saul's desperate plea shows the depths of his pride. He is far more concerned with his image than his soul.

· So Samuel turned back after Saul: Why did Samuel do this? Why didn't he lead an immediate rebellion against Saul, since God had rejected him as king? Because God had not raised up Saul's replacement yet, and Saul was better than the anarchy that would come with no king. 

· That people might not immediately withdraw all respect and obedience to their sovereign; whereby they would both have sinned against God, and have been as sheep without a shepherd.
· So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul worshipped the Lord: Did this do any good? It did no "good" in gaining the kingdom back for Saul. That was a decision God had made, and He made it finally. But it may have done Saul good in moving his proud, stubborn heart closer to God for the sake of saving his soul. At least it had that opportunity, so Samuel allowed Saul to come with him and worship the Lord.
v32-33  Samuel carries out God's will.

· Then Samuel said, "Bring Agag king of the Amalekites here to me." For Samuel, the issue is not yet resolved. There is still the matter of Saul's incomplete obedience. God's command to utterly destroy all of Amalek still stood, even if Saul had not obeyed it.
· And Agag said, "Surely the bitterness of death is past." As Agag came to the old prophet, he must have thought, "I guess this old prophet will let me go home now." The Living Bible expresses the thought well: Agag arrived all full of smiles, for he thought "surely the worst is over and I have been spared."
· As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women: Samuel makes it clear that Agag was not some innocent bystander when it came to the atrocities the Amalekites inflicted on Israel. Agag was the wicked, violent leader of a wicked, violent people. God's judgment against him and the Amalekites was just.

· And Samuel hewed/hacked Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal: Samuel was a priest, and had officiated at hundreds of animal sacrifices. He knew what it was like for the blade to cut into flesh; but he had never killed another person. Now, without hesitation, this old prophet raises a sword - or probably, a large knife used in sacrifices - and brings it down upon this proud, violent king. Samuel hacked Agag in pieces.

· Notably, Samuel did it before the Lord. This was not before Saul, to show him how weak and proud he was. This was not before Israel, to show them how strong and tough Samuel was. No; this was before the Lord, in tough obedience to the Lord God. This scene must have been shockingly violent; the stomachs of those watching must have turned. Yet Samuel did it all before the Lord.

· But this is no precedent for private persons to take the sword of justice into their hands; for we must live by the laws of God, and not by extraordinary examples.
v34-35  The tragic split between Samuel and Saul.

· And Samuel went no more to see Saul until the day of his death (Samuel’s death – 2 Sam 28): Samuel knew that it wasn't his place to see Saul. It was Saul's place to come to him in humble repentance before the Lord. If he did, it probably would not have restored the kingdom to Saul; but it could have restored his heart before God. But Saul never came to see Samuel. Ramah and Gibeah were less than ten miles apart, but they never saw each other again.

· But we read, 1 Samuel 19: 22-24, that Saul went to see Samuel at Naioth, but this does not affect what is said here. From this time Samuel had no connection with Saul; he never more acknowledged him as king; he mourned and prayed for him.
· The next time Saul and Samuel "meet" will be a strange situation in itself! (1 Samuel 28)

· Nevertheless, Samuel mourned for Saul: Samuel was not a cold, dispassionate messenger of 
· God's word. He hurt for Saul…. For the hardness of his heart and the condition of his soul.
