Adult III – 20 July 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 15:1-13
1 Samuel 15 - God Rejects Saul as King

v1-3  A clear, radical command: destroy Amalek.
(GNB) 1 Samuel 15:1-3  1Samuel said to Saul, "I am the one whom the LORD sent to anoint you king of his people Israel. Now listen to what the LORD Almighty says.  2He is going to punish the people of Amalek because their ancestors opposed the Israelites when they were coming from Egypt.  3Go and attack the Amalekites and completely destroy everything they have. Don't leave a thing; kill all the men, women, children, and babies; the cattle, sheep, camels, and donkeys."
· Samuel also said to Saul: This was a message from the spiritual leader of Israel to the political and military leader of Israel. The message was clear: punish what Amalek did to Israel . . . go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them.

· The judgment Israel was to bring against Amalek was complete: Kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey. God clearly told Samuel to tell Saul to bring a total judgment against the Amalekites.

· Utterly destroy: This Hebrew verb (heherim) is used seven times in this account. The idea of total, complete judgment is certainly stressed.

· What did the Amalekites do that was so bad? Samuel explained that to Saul also: v2 - how he laid wait for him on the way when he came up from Egypt. Centuries before this, the Amalekites were the first peoples to attack Israel after their escape from Egypt 
· Get Ready to Read Exodus 17:8-16…. God is keeping a promise.. 
· Deuteronomy 25:17-19 17Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; 18How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God. 19Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it.
· The Amalekites committed a terrible sin against Israel. When the nation was weak and vulnerable, the Amalekites attacked the weakest and most vulnerable of the nation (attacked your rear ranks, all the strangers at your rear, when you were tired and weary). They did this with no provocation, no reason except violence and greed. God hates it when the strong take cruel advantage over the weak, especially when the weak are His people. So God promised to bring judgment against the Amalekites.
· But all this had happened more than four hundred years before! Why did God still hold it against the Amalekites? 
· This shows us an important principle: time does not erase sin before God. 
· With man, time can/should erase sin. The years should make us forgiving to one another. 
· But with God, time cannot atone for sin. 
· Only the blood of Jesus Christ can erase sin, not time. 
· In fact, the 400 years was time that the Amalekites were mercifully given opportunity to repent. And they did not repent! The hundreds of years of hardened unrepentant hearts made them more guilty, not less guilty! "Though it be four hundred years Man may seem to have forgotten it. It is still angering to God.
· Nothing could justify such an exterminating decree but the absolute authority of God. This was given: all the reasons of it we do not know; but this we know well, The Judge of all the earth doth right. This war was not for plunder, for God commanded that all the property as well as the people should be destroyed.
Hebrews 10:31 -  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

· If God wanted to judge the Amalekites, why didn't He just do it Himself? He completely destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah without any help from man. Why not just do the same here?

· But God had a special purpose in this for His special nation, Israel. He wanted it to be a test of obedience for Saul, and all of Israel. 
· Plus, since Amalek's sin against Israel was a military attack, God wanted to make the judgment fit the sin.

· (F.B. Meyer 1847-1929)  READ!!! - Though God no longer calls His people to take up arms as instruments of His judgment, it does not mean that God has stopped judging the nations. "But we cannot suppose, for a single moment, that the judgment of the nations is to be altogether relegated to that final day. Throughout the history of the world the nations have been standing before Christ's bar. Nineveh stood there, Babylon stood there, Greece and Rome stood there, Spain and France stood there, and Great Britain is standing there today. One after another has had the solemn word - depart, and they have passed into a destruction which has been absolute and terrible." 

v4-6  Saul prepares for the attack on the Amalekites.

· So Saul gathered the people together and numbered them: Saul was certainly a capable military leader. He shows he has the ability to gather and organize a large army. He also knew how to time his attack properly; he lay in wait in the valley.

· Saul said to the Kenites, "Go, depart": Here, Saul shows wisdom and mercy in letting the Kenites go. God's judgment was not upon them, so he did not want to destroy them with the Amalekites.

· The Kenites were the posterity of Jethro, of whom some traveled with Israel and were helpful. 
· Judges 1:16 - And the children of the Kenite, Moses' father in law, went up out of the city of palm trees with the children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which lieth in the south of Arad; and they went and dwelt among the people.
· Scholars think the Kenites were a tribe of smiths, resembling “the gipsies of modern Europe, as well as the traveling tinkers or blacksmiths. This would account for their relations with the different peoples, among whom they would reside in pursuit of their calling.
v7-9  Saul attacks the Amalekites.

· Saul attacked the Amalekites: This was good, and in obedience to the Lord. But it was a selective, incomplete obedience. First, Saul took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. God commanded Saul to bring His judgment on all the people, including the king.

· Why did Saul take Agag king of the Amalekites alive? Saul spared Agag, either out of a foolish pity for him, which Josephus notes; or for his respect to his royal majesty, in the preservation of which he thought himself concerned; or for the glory of his triumph.
· If Saul spare Agag, then the people will take liberty to spare the best of the spoil . . . the sins of the great command imitation.
· In a normal war in the ancient world, armies were freely permitted to plunder their conquered foes. This is how the army was often paid. Why was it wrong here? It was wrong for anyone in Israel to benefit from the war against the Amalekites, because it was an appointed judgment from God. 

· As well, they were careful to keep the best for themselves, but everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.  We can imagine they were all pleased with what they had gained after the battle.

· This perhaps was worst of all, because Israel was not reflecting God's heart in His judgment. When they came home happy and excited because of what they gained from the battle, they implied there was something joyful or happy in the midst of God's judgment. This dishonored God, who brings His judgment reluctantly and without pleasure, longing that men would have repented instead.

· Partial obedience is complete disobedience. Saul and his men obeyed as far as suited them; that is to say, they did not obey God at all, but their own inclinations, both in sparing the good and destroying the worthless. What was not worth carrying off was destroyed, - not because of the command, but to save trouble.
v10-11  God's word to Samuel.

· I repenteth/regret/grieve/am_sorry that I have set up Saul as king: God's heart was broken over Saul's disobedience. The man who started out humble and submissive to God was now boldly going his own way in disobedience to God.
· How can God say, "I greatly regret"? Does this mean that God did not know what would happen? That God wanted things to happen a certain way, but was powerless to make them come to pass? Not at all. This is the use of anthropomorphism, when God explains Himself to man in human terms, so man can have some understanding of God's heart. God knew from the beginning Saul's heart, and Saul's ways, and Saul's destiny. He knew that He had already sought for Himself a man after His own heart (1Sa_13:14). Yet, as all this unfolded, God's heart was not emotionless. He didn't sit in heaven with a clipboard, checking off boxes, coldly saying, "All according to plan." Saul's disobedience hurt God, and since we couldn't understand what was really happening in God's heart, the closest that we could come is for God to express it in the human terms of saying, "I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king."

· God's repentance is not a change of his will, but of his work. 
· Repentance with man, is the changing of a man’s will.
· And it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the Lord all night: Samuel shows that he has God's heart. It hurt God to reject Saul, and it hurt God's prophet to see him rejected. 
· We are close to God's heart when the things that grieve Him grieve us, and the things that please God please us.
· Matthew 5:4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
· For sin, for their own sins; the sin of their nature, indwelling sin, which is always working in them, and also for the sins of others, for the sins of the world, the profaneness and wickedness that abound in it; and more especially for the sins of professors, by reason of which, the name of God, and ways of Christ, are evil spoken of: who likewise mourn under afflictions, spiritual ones, temptations, desertions; temporal ones, their own, which they receive, either more immediately from the hand of God, or from men; such as they endure for the sake of Christ, and the profession of his Gospel; and who sympathize with others in their afflictions. No matter how sorrowful and distressed that they may appear, they are blessed… 

· for they shall be comforted: 
· by the Spirit of God, whose work and office it is to comfort; 
· by the Scriptures of truth, which are written for their consolation; 
· by the promises of the Gospel, through which the heirs of promise have strong consolation; 
· by the ordinances of it, and 
· by the ministers of the Word, who have a commission from the Lord to speak comfortably to them; 
· and then are they comforted, when they have the discoveries of the love of God, manifestations of pardoning grace, through the blood of Christ, and enjoy the divine presence: and they shall be comforted hereafter; when freed from all the troubles of this life, they shall be blessed with uninterrupted communion with Father, Son, and Spirit, and with the happy society of angels and glorified saints. Isa_61:1 seems to be referred to, both in this, and in the preceding verse.
v12-13  Saul greets Samuel.

· So when Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul: Reluctantly, Samuel (who had anointed Saul as king years before) now comes to discipline the disobedient king.
· Why? Restless? Could not sleep…
· Was Saul grieved over his sin? Not at all. Instead, he set up a monument for himself. Saul was quite pleased with himself! He felt he had done something good, and he believed he was totally justified in what he had done. There is not the slightest bit of shame or guilt in Saul, even though he had directly disobeyed the Lord.

· He set up a monument for himself also shows that Saul is not the same humble man who once had a humble opinion of himself (1Sa_9:21) and who once hid among the equipment out of shyness (1Sa_10:22). The years, the military victories, and prestige of the throne of Israel have all revealed the pride in Saul's heart.

· But the truth is, he was zealous for his own honor and interest, but lukewarm where God only was concerned.
· Saul said to him, "Blessed are you of the Lord! I have performed the commandment of the Lord." How could Saul do this? How could he come to the prophet of God with such boldness, such confidence, and boast of his obedience? Because of his pride, Saul is self-deceived. He probably really believed what he told Samuel. He probably believed, "I have performed the commandment of the Lord." Pride always leads us into self-deception!
· If Saul had actually been obedient, he would have been slower to boast of it.
