Adult III – 13 July 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 14:25-52
1 Samuel 14 - Victory Over the Philistines

v25-30  Jonathan unknowingly breaks the oath and is told of his offense.

· There was honey on the ground: This was provision from God! The Israeli army was hot on the pursuit of the fleeing Philistines. They were all tired and hungry. They needed energy to continue the pursuit and finish the battle. And here is honey on the ground!

· There were many wild bees in that country, and Judea is expressly said to be a land flowing with milk and honey. 
· They really did need the energy. "The mopping-up operations after a rout were all-important if the maximum benefit from the victory was to be reaped, but pursuit of the enemy involved an exhausting, unremitting journey over steep hills for hours on end." 

· A taste of that honey would have given the soldiers the kind of sugar-rush energy they needed to carry on the battle.

· No one put his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath: This group of soldiers all saw the honey. It was dripping, right in front of their eyes. Yet Saul's foolish oath prevented them from receiving what God had put right in front of them!

· This must have been torture for the soldiers. And there was the honey, dripping. Right in front of their eyes! They want the honey. They need the honey. God provided the honey. But a foolish, legalistic command from Saul kept it from them. How this must have discouraged and embittered the soldiers!
· Our government’s restriction on the use of resources. EPA has a prohibition on using rain water.
· But Jonathan had not heard his father charge the people with the oath: Jonathan ate some of that honey! Immediately, it did the weary soldier well: his countenance brightened. He needed the energy to fight, and here it was, provided by God.

· My father has troubled the land: Perhaps Jonathan should not have said this. There was a sense in which he was undercutting his father's authority before the troops here. If there were anything to say, it would have been best to say it to his father directly. However, despite all that, Jonathan was exactly right! You really can't say it better than Jonathan did: How much better if the people had eaten freely today of the spoil of their enemies which they found! For now would there not have been a much greater slaughter among the Philistines? (1Sa_14:30)

v31-35  The soldiers of Israel sin because of Saul's foolish command.

· The people rushed on the spoil . . . and the people ate them with the blood. God specifically commanded Israel that they should always properly drain the blood from an animal before they butchered it.

· Deuteronomy 12:23-25 is one place where God commanded this.
· Numbers 11:33  And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD smote the people with a very great plague.
· On this day of battle, because of Saul's foolish command, the people were so hungry they broke this command. Their obedience to Saul's foolish command led them to disobey God's clearly declared command. This is always the result of legalism!
· SIDE NOTE:  Two scriptures in the New Testament explain how children can be provoked to anger by their parents. 
· Jesus said it plainly to the legalists of His day in Mark 7:5-9: For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men . . . All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition. 

· We often think that legalistic rules will keep people from sin. Actually, the opposite is true. Legalistic rules lead us into sin, because they either provoke our rebellion, or they lead us into legalistic pride.

· Paul said it powerfully in Col_2:23: These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.
· Ephesians 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
· Colossians 3:21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.

· v33 Ye have transgressed/You have dealt treacherously: Saul is blaming the people for what is really his own fault. He should have never made such a foolish commandment, and his commandment provoked the people into sin. But in his pride, insecurity, and foolishness, Saul set the people up to sin.

· Of course, this does not excuse the sin of the people. They still are accountable for their own sin before God. Yet Saul is also accountable. 
· Jesus referred to this principle when He said, For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes! (Matthew 18:7)

· Roll a great stone unto me this day. Bring me hither… and slay them here, and eat; and sin not against the LORD in eating with the blood: Saul set up a stone to properly butcher the animals, and also built an altar to the Lord. At least Saul is doing some of what is right after he had done what was wrong.

v36-39  In response to God's silence, Saul makes another foolish oath.

· Then said the priest, Let us draw near hither unto God:  Only the priest thought it necessary to go on with the devotions that were broken off abruptly (1Sa_14:19), and to consult the Lord: Princes and great men have need of such men about them as will thus be their remembrancers, wherever they go, to take God along with them. 
· And, when the priest proposed it, Saul could not for shame reject the proposal, but asked counsel of God.

· So Saul asked counsel of God: This was good. Saul should have sought the counsel of God. We shouldn't think that everything Saul did was bad before the Lord.
· He did not answer him that day: Saul inquired of the Lord through the priest. It is likely that the priest used the Urim and Thummim to inquire of the Lord.

· The use of the discerning tools of Urim and Thummim is described on a few occasions (Exo_28:30, Num_27:21, 1Sa_28:6; Ezr_2:63, Neh_7:65) and their use may be implied in other passages (Jdg_1:1; 20:18, 23).

· The names Urim and Thummim mean "Lights and Perfections." We aren't sure what they were or how they were used. Most think they were a pair of stones, one light and another dark, and each stone indicated a "yes" or "no" from God. The High Priest would ask God a question, reach into the breastplate, and pull our either a "yes" or a "no."
· How do you properly approach a person of authority with a question or for guidance?
· On this occasion, the priest would probably start inquiring of the Lord with this question: "Lord, do you want to speak to us today?" Because we are told He did not answer him that day, probably when this question was asked, the stone that indicated "no" kept being drawn out.

· Many would consider the Urim and Thummim as crude tools of discernment. In fact, they are better than the tools many Christians use today. It would be better to use the Urim and Thummim than rely on feelings, or outward appearances, or to simply use no discernment!

· Why did the Lord not answer him that day? Saul was convinced the problem was that some violated his commanded oath. When he said, know and see what this sin was today, he was convinced the sin was among the people instead of in himself.

· Saul was so sure of being right he pronounced another oath: For as the Lord lives, who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.

· Of course, if Saul knew that it was Jonathan who had violated his oath, he would never had said this. But he was so caught up in being right, that he adds this foolish vow to his previous foolish commandment.

· Not a man among all the people answered him: The people knew that Jonathan had eaten of the honey, and Saul's sentence of death on anyone who had eaten must have sent a chill up their back. All the people loved and respected Jonathan, and they knew that Saul was in the wrong. But no one wanted to answer Saul!

v40-44  Jonathan is implicated by the casting of lots.

· Saul and Jonathan were taken, but the people escaped: Saul wanted to find the wrong doer by the casting of lots. They would separate people into two groups, then select one group by a "low" or "high" roll of something like dice. You would continue to narrow the selected group until you found your man. First, Saul wants everyone to know that he and his son Jonathan are innocent, so that is the first division. Imagine Saul's shock when the lot indicates that he and Jonathan are the guilty group!

· So Jonathan was taken: This must have shaken Saul. He had pronounced a death sentence on whoever ate in violation of his forced vow. And Saul, instead of admitting that his commandment and his death sentence were foolish, hardens in his foolishness, and declares "God do so and more also; for you shall surely die, Jonathan."

· Saul was willing to kill his son rather than to humbly admit that he is really at fault. Saul started out as a humble man (1Sa_10:21), but his once impressive humility is being overtaken by pride. 

· Why did God allow the lot to pick out Jonathan? "Not in answer to Saul's prayers, which God valued not. But…

· To show that he is the dispenser of lots; 
· To humble Jonathan, who was in danger of being puffed up too much with the joy of his victory; 
· To discover Saul's hypocrisy.
· The holy oracle told the truth, but neither that oracle nor the God who gave it fixed any blame upon Jonathan, and his own conscience acquits him. He seeks not a pardon from God, because he is conscious he had not transgressed.
v45-46  The people rescue Jonathan from execution.

· Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel? God forbid: Happily, the people finally stand up to Saul's foolishness. They simply will not allow Jonathan to be executed. They knew that Jonathan was working for the Lord that day, not against the Lord.

· Was this right? Should Jonathan have been executed? No; he should not have been executed for three reasons. 
· First, the oath itself and the pronouncement of the death penalty on the oath breaker were simply bad and foolish laws, and should not have been enforced. 
· Second, Jonathan broke the oath in ignorance. 
· Finally, God's approval was evident from His great blessing upon Jonathan (he has worked with God today).

· Which had more to do with the victory won that day? Was it Saul's foolish regulation or Jonathan's bold faith in God?

· And the Philistines went to their own place: The implication in this phrase is that the victory might have been much greater if not for Saul's foolish oath.

v47-52  Saul's many wars and his family.

· So Saul established his sovereignty over Israel: This last passage in the chapter is all about Saul's strength. And Saul was strong. He established his sovereignty over Israel. He fought many successful wars. He had a large and influential family. And the strength of his army grew (when Saul saw any strong man or any valiant man, he took him for himself). Saul's strength was broad over many areas.

· Ishbosheth, Saul's other son, is here omitted, because he intended to mention only those of his sons who .
· And there was sore war against the Philistines all the days of Saul: For notwithstanding the late victory over them, and slaughter made among them, the Philistines recovered, and came out again to battle, and gave Saul a great deal of trouble, and he at last died in battle with them. 

· And when Saul saw any strong man, or any valiant man, he took him unto him: to be his bodyguard, as Josephus (q) says;
· Saul was not a man after God's own heart, because his own relationship with God was more about image than substance. The weakness of Saul has been seen here and there; but in the next chapter it will be fully exposed.
