Adult III – 2 February 2014 – Notes on Acts 25:13-26:20
Acts 25 - Paul's Trial Before Festus

v13-22  Festus explains the case involving Paul to the visiting King Agrippa.

· Festus laid Paul's case before the king: Festus, new to his post and perhaps unfamiliar with Jewish traditions and customs, seems somewhat confused by Paul's case.  Therefore, even though there was not enough evidence to convict Paul, the investigation continues.

· The case was probably confusing to Festus because of the lack of concrete evidence.  But, of course there wasn't enough evidence to convict Paul of the accusations against him, because he had done no wrong!  This was reason enough for acquittal.

· King Agrippa: Herod Agrippa II ruled a client kingdom of the Roman Empire (Chalcis, Syria) to the northeast of Festus' province, and was reputed to be an expert in Jewish customs and religious matters.  Though he did not have jurisdiction over Paul in this case, his hearing of the matter would be helpful for Festus.

· Of this king, Herod Agrippa II (10), 
· his great-grandfather, Herod the Great (4), had tried to kill Jesus as a baby; 
· his grand_half_uncle, Herod Antipas (8), had John the Baptist beheaded; 
· his father, Herod Agrippa I (9), had martyred the first apostle, James.  
· Now Paul stands before the next in line of the Herods, Herod Agrippa.

· Bernice was his sister, and rumors were rife that their relationship was incestuous.

· Herod Agrippa II didn't rule over much territory, but was of great influence because the emperor gave him the right to oversee the affairs of the temple in Jerusalem and the appointment of the high priest.

· The appearance before King Agrippa was really a hearing, and not a trial; Agrippa did not have jurisdiction in the matter.
v23-27  Festus makes an opening statement at the hearing of Paul before Agrippa.

· When Agrippa and Bernice had come with great pomp: In the midst of all the pomp and pageantry, remember just who is on trial here!  Really, Festus, Agrippa, Bernice and the rest are all on trial before the God who Paul preaches; Paul is not on trial before them.

· So that after the examination has taken place I may have something to write: Festus will use this trial to prepare an official brief for Paul's upcoming trial before Caesar.
Acts 26 - Paul's Defense Before King Agrippa

v1-3  Paul on trial before King Agrippa continues. Paul's introductory words.

· Then Agrippa said to Paul: Remember Paul stands before the man whose family history made him unlikely to receive Paul warmly!

· I think myself happy, King Agrippa, because today I shall answer for myself before you: Paul is happy to speak before Agrippa.  
· First, because he is pleased to have the evidence of his case examined closely by the highest officials, 
· but also because he is pleased to preach the gospel to kings!

· This was a partial fulfillment of what the Lord promised Paul at his conversion: Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. (Acts 9:15)

v4-11  Paul describes his life before his conversion.
· According to the strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee: Paul states his credentials as a faithful Jew before his conversion to Jesus Christ, and reminds Agrippa that he is still walking in faithful fulfillment of the promise made by God to our fathers.

· Agrippa was an expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews (Acts 26:3), yet he did not believe that God could, or would, raise the dead.  Paul boldly exposes the foolishness of limiting God this way, by saying to Agrippa: Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?

· We must stop putting God in a small box, and realize that the only thing that limits God is His own Word, because He will always honor His word (Psalm 138:2 … for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name).

· I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth: Paul also described his hatred of Christianity before his conversion, and his energetic persecution of Christians.

· I cast my vote against them clearly implies that Paul was a member of the Sanhedrin, having a vote against Christians who were tried before the Sanhedrin (like Stephen in Acts 7).  

· If Paul was a member of the Sanhedrin, it also means that at that time he was married, because it was required for all members of the Sanhedrin.  Since as a Christian, he was single (1Co_7:7-9), it may mean that Paul's wife either died or deserted him when he became a Christian.
v12-20  Paul describes his conversion and its aftermath.

· As I journeyed to Damascus: Here Paul gives the fullest account yet of his experience on the Damascus road, detailing the fact that he was made aware of his commission to the Gentiles even at that time.

· The commission was clear: For I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness.  Paul was commissioned to be two things:

·  First, a minister, which means he was to be a servant of the things which he had seen, and of the things which Jesus would yet reveal to him.  The commission of the Christian is not to make the message or his testimony serve him; he is called to serve the message.  
· Second, Paul was called to be a witness of those things.  The commission of the Christian is not to create experience or create the message, but to witness it and experience it.

· Right now, as he stands before Agrippa, Paul is being obedient to this command of Jesus.  Paul knew the significance of telling others what Jesus had done in his life.  He knew how to present the gospel not only in words, but also by his life story, presenting the truth that once he was lost, now he was found.
· But rise and stand on your feet: Jesus called Paul up to his feet.  This was not because his humility wasn't proper, but because he was sent to go somewhere, and he had to rise and stand on his feet if he was going to go anywhere!

· That they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance: This is a neat summary of Paul's message.
· Acts 26:18 describes five things that happened to Paul when he became a Christian:

· A Christian has their eyes opened.  
· A Christian has turned from darkness to light.  
· A Christian has turned from the power of Satan to God.  
· A Christian has received forgiveness of sins.  
· And a Christian has an inheritance among those set apart to God.

