Adult III – 12 January 2014 – Notes on Acts 22:22-23:11
Acts 22 - Paul's Jerusalem Sermon

v22-23  The crowd riots in response to Paul's message.

· And they listened to him until this word: The mob that had tried to kill Paul, and had then listened intently to his whole sermon, erupted into rage over the utterance of one word.  That one word was "Gentiles."  The Jewish mob was incensed that God's salvation could be given freely to believing Gentiles.

· "Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!" over one word: Gentiles.

· Paul had his audience all up until this point.  In their minds, they didn't mind all this talk about Jesus, but they could not stand the idea that God might save Jews and Gentiles alike and in the same way.

· These Jews of that day did not have a problem with Gentiles becoming Jews.  But they were incredibly offended at the thought of Gentiles becoming Christians just as Jews became Christians, because it implied that Jews and Gentiles were equal, having to come to God on the same terms.

· Likewise, many people today are offended that "good people" must be saved the same way "sinners" are; they want a gospel that will keep them separate from the "riffraff" of society.  We may not riot like the mob in this chapter did, but we may say by our inaction: "I won't give you the gospel; I don't really care if you perish in hell!"

v24  The commander demands an explanation of the riot.

· The chief captain ordered him to be brought into the barracks: It must have been a strange sight for the Roman commander.  He saw Paul passionately address this huge crowd in a language he didn't know.  He saw the crowd in rapt attention, until suddenly, they erupted into a riot.

· But when it was explained to him, he must have thought it absurd and offensive: All this rioting springing out of the hatred of Gentiles, people just like the commander himself.

· Examined by scourging: This was quite different from being beaten with a rod or a normal whip (which Paul had experienced, 2Co_11:24-25).  Men often died or were crippled for life after a scourging.

· To be examined under scourging may seem brutal, but was customary in that time - but only upon people who were not Roman citizens.
v25-29  Paul reveals his Roman citizenship.

· v25  As they bound him with thongs: Paul had his hands tied with leather straps so his hands joined around a wooden pole and his back was totally exposed.  He was ready for a brutal beating, one that would not stop until he had confessed to the crimes he was suspected of - but at that moment he announces his Roman citizenship (Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and uncondemned?).

· v26  Take care what you do, for this man is a Roman: When this became known, the reaction was immediate.  It was a grievous wrong to even bind a Roman citizen without due process, and they had already violated Paul's rights by binding him in Acts 21:33.  Therefore, the commander was also afraid after he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him.

· v28 With a large sum I obtained this freedom/citizenship: Because of all the commotion and the beating Paul had received, he probably wasn't a very impressive spectacle.  "Something of this sort may have been in the tribune's mind as he said, It cost me a very large sum of money to obtain Roman citizenship - the implication being that the privilege must have become cheap of late if such a sorry-looking figure as Paul could claim it.
· Roman citizenship could not be bought for a fee, only for a bribe.  Normally, only right or reward only granted it.

· "The point was not that the tribune doubted Paul's claim, but rather he was implying that anybody could become a citizen these days!" 

· "The verbal claim to Roman citizenship was accepted at face value; penalties for falsifying documents and making false claims of citizenship were exceedingly stiff - Epictetus speaks of death for such acts." 

· v28 Paul reveals that he was born a citizen; his parents (or grandparents) must have been awarded the rights of citizenship for some good done on behalf of Rome.  It would suggest that it was for valuable services rendered to a Roman general or administrator in the southeastern area of Asia Minor.
· Paul was an extremely rare individual.  It was uncommon to find such an educated, intelligent, devout Jew who was also a Roman citizen.  God would use this unique background to use Paul in a special way, even as he wants to use your unique background to use you in a special way.

v30  The Roman commander arranges a hearing of the charges against Paul before the Jewish council (the Sanhedrin).

· He wanted to know for certain why he was accused: All in all, this Roman commander seems to be a fair and upstanding man.  Though he is not acquainted with the dispute between Paul and the Jews, he seems to desire a just resolution.

· And commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear, and brought Paul down and set him before them: So now, Paul will get what he believes is a dramatic second chance.  The opportunity to preach to the mob on the temple mount ended in another riot, but he will get to speak before the Sanhedrin (their council) the next day.

· The Sanhedrin was the Jewish "congress"; Paul would have the opportunity to speak before this same group that he was once a member of!  Acts 26:10 clearly says that Paul had a vote - usually, that would be used as a member of the Sanhedrin.

· So Paul now has the opportunity to speak before this distinguished group of men - and undoubtedly, he is assured in his heart that this is his opportunity of a lifetime, to preach to those he loves so much and knows so well - who knew how God might use it!  Well, Paul didn't know!

· God had revealed a plan to Paul right at his conversion: He is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.  For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name's sake (Act_9:15-16).  Paul knew the general plan; but just like us, he didn't know how it would all work out.  He had to trust God, just like you and I have to do.
Acts 23 - Paul in Protective Custody, From Jerusalem to Caesarea

v1-5  Paul rebukes the high priest.

· Paul, looking earnestly at the council: Paul began his message before the Sanhedrin (what an opportunity for preaching!) in a way he probably thought to be innocent enough.  He simply said, "I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day."

· Paul was not trying to say he was sinlessly perfect and that his conscience had never told him he was wrong.  Rather, he meant that he had responded to conscience when he had done wrong and had set things right.

· Paul's statement in 1Co_4:4 is relevant: For I know nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord.

· And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth: The high priest was offended that someone accused of such serious crimes could claim a clear conscience or maybe, he was offended by the inherent integrity of Paul's claim.

· v3 God shall smite thee, thou whited (whitewashed) wall:  How did Paul say these words?  It would have helped to hear Paul's tone of voice as he rebuked the high priest; was it an outburst of anger, or was it a calm, collected rebuke with that much more weight to it? Whatever the tone, the rebuke was entirely accurate and justified.

· The high priest was also not only to be the administrator of the law, but the example of it.  His command to have Paul struck was in fact contrary to both the spirit and the letter of the law.  Deu_25:1-2 says only a man found guilty can be beaten, and Paul had not been found guilty of anything.
Matthew 23:27  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.

· The Ananias who was high priest at this time was a man who did no honor to the office.  He was well known for his greed; the ancient Jewish historian Josephus tells of how Ananias stole for himself the tithes that belonged to the common priests. He did not hesitate to use violence and assassination to further his interests.   Because of his pro-Roman politics, he was, however, brutally killed by Jewish nationalists. God will strike you: Paul's words, however, were more prophetic than he realized.  Ananias' final days - despite all his scheming and bribes - were lived as a hunted animal and ended at the hands of his own people.
· However, Paul agreed that it was wrong to speak evil of the ruler of your people (Exodus 22:28), considering the office more than the man; but claims he did not know that Ananias was the high priest.

· Some think he did not know because Paul's eyesight was bad.  This is an inference from Gal_4:14-15 and 6:11, as well as from early written church traditions.

· Others think that Paul is being sarcastic here, with the idea "I didn't think that anyone who acted in such a manner could be the high priest!"

v6-9  Paul divides the Sanhedrin.

· v6 Paul perceived: Paul seems to have read his audience and saw they were not conducive to the gospel - the actions of the high priest and the attitudes of those present made this plain.  So, Paul gives up on preaching the gospel, and does what he can to preserve his liberty before this council that wanted to lynch him.

· One part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees: Paul's course is now to divide the Sanhedrin among their party lines - to get one side (the Pharisees) sympathetic to him, instead of having them united against him.

· Sadducees were the "religious liberals" of their day, and denied the reality of life after death and the concept of resurrection.  Luke rightly says of them, Sadducees say that there is no resurrection; and no angel or spirit.

· The Pharisees were more likely to find some ground of agreement with Paul, being the "fundamentalists" of their day.  They took the Bible seriously, even if they did err greatly by adding the traditions of men to what they received in the Bible.

· Usually the Saducees and the Pharisees were bitter enemies, but they were able to unite in opposition against Jesus (Matthew 16:1, John 11:47-53) and Paul.  It's strange how people with nothing in common will come together as friends to oppose God or His work.

· I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: Knowing his audience, Paul refers to his heritage as a Pharisee, and declares, "concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being judged."  He knew this was a "hot issue" between the two parties. Of course, this was an essentially true claim.  The center of Paul's gospel was a resurrected Jesus.

· When he had said this… the assembly was divided: Paul picked the right issue.  Framed in these terms, he immediately gained the Pharisees as an ally, and he let them argue it out with the Sadducees.

· The Pharisees saying in v9 "let us not fight against God" are returning to the previous attitude that their great leader Gamaliel advised in Act_5:38-39: 38And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: 39But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.
· Paul has saved his skin; but he certainly cannot be happy.  He had the opportunity to preach to a huge crowd of attentive Jews on the temple mount, and now an opportunity to preach to the Sanhedrin - and both opportunities blew up in his face.

v10-11  After Paul is rescued by the Roman commander, he is comforted that night by Jesus.

· v10 …there arose a great dissension: The commander must now be certain that these Jews are crazy in their endless and violent disputes.  Previously, they rioted over the one word "Gentiles," now it is over the one word "resurrection."

· The commander removed Paul for his own safety, and left him in custody in the barracks.

· What a dark place Paul must have been in, sitting alone in the barracks!  Two once-in-a-lifetime opportunities blew up in his face, and it would not be surprising if Paul blamed himself for the missed opportunity before the Sanhedrin.  After all, wasn't it his reaction to the punch from the High Priest that spoiled everything?

· Paul probably wondered if God would ever, ever want to use him again, or if this was the end.

· Bold, courageous, fearless during the day, the night of loneliness finds the strength spent, and the enemy Satan is never slow to take advantage of that fact.
· It was in the darkness of that night when the fears came upon Paul; when his trust in God may seem to falter; when he worried about what God was going to do and if he was going to make it.  It was in the darkness of that night that Jesus came to Paul and stood by him.

· But, in a marvelous way, the Lord stood by him.  Jesus' physical presence (as it seems was the case) with Paul was a unique manifestation.  But Jesus promised every believer to always be with them (Matthew 28:18-20:  18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
· Jesus knew where Paul was; He had not lost sight of Paul because he was in jail.  When John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim's Progress, was in jail, a man visited him and said, "Friend, the Lord sent me to you, and I have been looking in half the prisons in England for you."  John Bunyan replied, "I don't think the Lord sent you to me, because if He had, you would have come here first.  God knows I have been here for years."  God knows where we are today; even if we are hiding it from everyone else, God knows where we are.

· Be of good cheer, Paul: Jesus was not only with Paul; He gave him words of comfort.  The words be of good cheer tell us that the night brought with it an emotional and perhaps spiritual darkness upon Paul.  Jesus was there to cheer His faithful servant after he had spent himself for Jesus' sake.

· Jesus would not have said be of good cheer unless Paul needed to hear those words.  Paul knew his situation was bad, but he didn't know the half of it!  The next day, forty Jewish assassins would gather together and vow to go on a hunger strike until they murdered Paul.  Paul didn't know this would happen, but Jesus did!  Yet He can still say to Paul, be of good cheer.
· Anyone can be of good cheer when everything is great; but the Christian can be of good cheer when everything is rotten, because he knows that he has a great God.

· For as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at Rome: Jesus remembered what Paul had done in Jerusalem, and told Paul that there remained more work for him to do in Rome.

· Paul could have been discouraged about the lack of results from the sermon in Jerusalem.  But the results were not his responsibility.  Jesus was complimenting Paul on a job well done!

· The greatest words a faithful child of God can hear are "there is more for you to do."  Those words grieve a lazy servant, but bring joy to a faithful servant.

· So you must also bear witness at Rome: The promise of more work to do was also a promise of continued protection.  Paul could not perish until he had finished the course God had appointed for him.  Rome waited!

· Paul really wanted to go on to Rome (Acts 19:21, Romans 1:9-12).  Sometimes we think that just because we want something a lot, it couldn't be God's will for us.  But God often gives us the desires of our hearts (Psalm 37:4-5:  4Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 5Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
· The timing of this promise was especially precious.  It didn't look like Paul would get out of Jerusalem alive, much less make it to Rome.  God not only knows what we need to hear; He knows when we need to hear it.

· This assurance meant much to Paul during the delays and anxieties of the next two years, and goes far to account for the calm and dignified bearing which from now on marks him out as a master of events rather than their victim.
