Adult III – 5 January 2014 – Notes on Acts 21:31-22:21
Acts 21 - Paul Arrives In Jerusalem

v31-39  Roman soldiers rescue Paul.

· Now as they were seeking to kill him: Paul has been seized by an enraged mob, and the mob didn't just want to take him out of the temple courts.  They wanted to kill him, right there in the outer courtyard area of the temple mount.  Paul had been near death because of the attacks of murderous mobs before (Acts 14:5, 19), and he must have thought, "Here we go again!"

· News came to the commander of the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar: From the Tower of Antonia, at the northwest corner of the temple mount, more than 500 Roman soldiers were stationed only two flights of stairs from the court of the Gentiles.

· When they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul: The Romans didn't sympathize with Paul, but they were interested in keeping public order, and they arrested Paul both for his own protection and to remove the cause of the uproar.

· Two chains means Paul was handcuffed to a solider on either side.  Paul must have immediately remembered the prophecy of Agabus (Acts 21:11).

· The multitude of the people followed after, crying out, "Away with him!"  When the mob cried out for his death, Paul must have remembered when he was part of such a mob, agreeing with the martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 7:54-8:1).

· Or, perhaps, it even reminded him of the trial of Jesus: "The shout Away with him! which pursued him as he was carried up the steps was the shout with which Jesus' death had been demanded not far from that spot some twenty-seven years before (Luke 23:18; John 19:15)." 

· At first, the Roman commander thought that Paul was a terrorist, and was surprised that Paul was an educated man and could speak Greek.

· The Egyptian mentioned (also mentioned by Josephus) led a ragged army of 30 thousand men to the Mount of Olives where they declared they would take over the temple mount.  Roman soldiers had quickly scattered them, but the leader got away.

· I am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: When Paul identified himself to the Roman commander, it put him in an entirely different standing.  He was a citizen of Tarsus, not a suspected terrorist.

· I implore you, permit me to speak to the people.  At this moment, when his life was in danger from an angry mob and he was suspected of being a dangerous criminal, Paul had one thing on his mind: "Let me preach the gospel!"

v40  Paul is permitted to address the mob that wanted to kill him.

· So when he had given him permission: Why did the commander permit Paul to speak to the crowd?  He hoped that Paul's speech (as an educated man) might be able to quiet down the mob.  At this time he did not know that Paul was a Roman citizen.
· Paul stood on the stairs and motioned with his hand to the people.  And when there was a great silence, he spoke to them in the Hebrew language: what a dramatic moment!  Paul, standing on stairs overlooking the massive open courtyard of the temple mount, made a dramatic sweep of his hand - and the angry, rioting mob fell silent.  Then, Paul spoke to them in the Hebrew language, identifying himself with his Jewish audience, not with his Roman protectors.
· This was an opportunity Paul had waited a lifetime for.  He had an incredible passion for the salvation of his fellow Jews (Romans 9:1-5), and had probably thought of himself as uniquely qualified to effectively communicate the gospel to them - if he only had the right opportunity.
· Read - Romans 9:1-5 (ESV)
Similarities between Jesus and Paul as shown in Acts 20 and 21:

· Like Jesus, Paul traveled to Jerusalem with a group of disciples.

· Like Jesus, Paul had opposition from hostile Jews who plotted against his life.

· Like Jesus, there were successive predictions of his coming sufferings in Jerusalem, including being handed over to the Gentiles.

· Like Jesus, Paul had followers who tried to discourage him from going to Jerusalem and the fate that awaited him there.

· Like Jesus, Paul declared his readiness to lay down his life.

· Like Jesus, he was determined to complete his ministry and not be swayed from it.

· Like Jesus, Paul expressed his abandonment to the will of God.

· Like Jesus, Paul was unjustly arrested on the basis of a false accusation.

· Like Jesus, Paul alone is arrested, but none of the other followers.

· Like Jesus, Paul heard the mob crying out, Away with him!

· Like Jesus, the Roman officer handling Paul's case did not know his true identity.

· Like Jesus, Paul was associated with terrorists by Roman officials.

We shouldn't be surprised when events in our lives are like events in Jesus' or Paul’s life.  

However, Paul's experience was obviously different in many ways, not the least of which was the manner in which he will make his defense in the next chapter, while Jesus refused to defend Himself before His accusers.

Acts 22 - Paul's Jerusalem Sermon

v1-5  Paul tells of his Jewish upbringing and background.

· Men, brethren and fathers, hear: Paul began his great defense before the Jews the same way Stephen did: Men, brethren and fathers, hearken/listen. (Acts 7:2)

· I am … a Jew: Paul is speaking as a Jew unto Jews; he is careful to lay the common ground between them.

· Born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel: Paul notes that though he was born outside of the Promised Land, he was brought up in Jerusalem, and at the feet of Gamaliel, one of the most prestigious rabbis of the day (mentioned in Acts 5:34-42 advised on apostles teaching = if of God cannot overthrow it).

· Paul still served the God of his fathers; he had not rejected Judaism; Judaism had rejected God in Jesus Christ.

· Zealous toward God as you all are today: Paul also reminds the crowd of his credentials as a persecutor of this Way (an early manner of referring to Christianity), energetic enough to carry on his campaign of persecution beyond Judea, into Syria and the city of Damascus.

· The message is clear: "I understand why you have attacked me.  I was once an attacker also.  I understand where you are coming from."  Paul had been a Christian for more than twenty years, but could still relate to those who were not Christians.

v6-11  Paul describes his supernatural experience on the way to Damascus.

· Suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me: Paul was a determined persecutor of Christians and Jesus until this heavenly light shone on him.  It is as if Paul is saying: "I was just like you all, until I had an encounter with Jesus.  Jesus met me and my life was dramatically changed."

· I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting: Paul also came to understand he was persecuting Jesus Himself, the shining Lord of glory, brighter than the noonday sun.

· And since I could not see for the glory of that light: The brightness of that light made Paul blind.  In persecuting Jesus he was spiritually blind, now he is also physically blind - and must humbly be led by the hand into the city of Damascus.

v12-16  Paul describes his response to the supernatural experience in Damascus.

· v12 Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good testimony with all the Jews: Paul notes that it was Ananias, a man with credentials as a good Jew (remember he is speaking to Jews) who received him into the Christian family.

· The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will: In Paul's speech, we see that both he and Ananias are both simply acting like good Jews.  They are not resisting God nor denying their heritage.

· v14 is a summary of the duty of every one before God: To know His will, to see the Just One (Jesus), and to hear the voice of His mouth (His word).
· v16  And now why tarriest thou?.... It is often the case of many, to procrastinate and delay obedience to the commands of Christ, and particularly to the ordinance of baptism: the reasons of which delay are:

·  the strength of their corruptions, and the weakness of their graces, which cause them to question whether they have any interest in Christ; as also 
· fears of falling away, and so of dishonoring Christ, his Gospel, and ordinance: and in some the reproaches of men; and sometimes such a delay is made, 
· waiting for more comfortable time, or for a greater fitness; but no such delay, nor on such accounts, ought to be; for it is a command of Christ, and ought to be forthwith complied with, as soon as a man believes; and to obey it is a following of Christ, in which no time should be lost: and 
· the consequences of a delay are very bad: 
· it is a prevention of the glory of Christ, as well as 
· shows ingratitude to him, and 
· a denying of ourselves of that comfort, which might be hoped to be enjoyed; and 
· it often causes a carelessness about the ordinance, and 
· even losing the sense of the duty to obey God’s commandments:
· v16 arise, and be baptized; this shows that Ananias was a Christian Jew, since he directs to an ordinance of Christ, and that he was a preacher of the word, and had a right to administer baptism; for that it was administered by him
v17-21  Paul describes his first visit to Jerusalem after his conversion.

· I was in a trance and saw Him saying to me: Paul had an impressive vision of Jesus while in the temple; yet he never referred to this vision in his letters, and seems to only mention it now out of necessity.  Paul's Christian life was founded on God's truth, not spiritual experiences, and he didn't even like to talk a lot about his spiritual experiences.

· Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles: When Paul was touched by God in Damascus, he was told then of his call to preach to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15), so the words from Jesus to him in the temple at Jerusalem were not new.  However, we can see that in his first visit to Jerusalem after his conversion, it would have been easy for Paul to care so much for the conversion of Israel that he would want to concentrate on that - that's why Jesus gave him the reminder in the temple.  Paul made it clear that it wasn't his idea to preach to the Gentiles; this was God's plan, not his.

