Adult III – 1 December 2013 – Notes on Acts 18:23-19:16
Acts 18 - Paul in Corinth; the End of the Second Missionary Journey and Beginning of the Third

C. Paul's third missionary journey begins in the regions of Galatia, Phyrgia, and the city of Ephesus.

v23  In the regions of Galatia and Phyrgia.

· Strengthening all the disciples: Paul's passion for building disciples, not merely making converts, is evident again. Strengthening all the disciples was important to Paul.  If he were right here among us, he would want to know: 
· How strong of a disciple are you?  
· What can I do to strengthen your walk with the Lord?  
· He would remind us all that it isn't enough to make a strong beginning with Jesus, but we must be always getting stronger.

v24-28  The ministry of Apollos in Ephesus.

· Aquilla and Priscilla: Apparently, when Paul came to Ephesus on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:19-21), he left Aquila and Priscilla, who had been traveling with him (Acts 18:18), there in Ephesus.

· In Ephesus, Aquilla and Priscilla met a certain Jew named Apollos.  He is described as an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, and fervent in spirit.  The phrase fervent in spirit means literally "to boil in the spirit," and has the effect of "bubbling over with enthusiasm."  Apollos didn't know much about Jesus (though he knew only the baptism of John), but what he knew he was excited about!

· Apollos was a man who ministered mightily, yet with limited knowledge.  So he was helped by Aquila and Priscilla in Ephesus, when they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.

· Because Apollos knew of the work of John the Baptist, it is likely that he preached that the Messiah had come and we must respond to him, but he probably had little knowledge of the full person and work of Jesus Christ. The work of Aquila and Priscilla is an important area of ministry: Helping those who have a passion for God, and power in serving Him; yet they have limited knowledge or limited resources for truly effective ministry.

· It seems Apollos (like many in his day) was a missionary called by God alone, because we have no indication that he was sent or commissioned by any specific apostle.  He simply came to Ephesus.

· The brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: With letters of reference from the church in Ephesus, Apollos ministered effectively in Achaia, especially among opposing Jews (he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly).

· When Apollos went to the region of Achaia, it probably means he went to the city of Corinth in the region of Achaia.  From what Paul writes in 1 Corinthians, he apparently had a remarkable ministry there.

· Though some Corinthians fixated on Apollos in a divisive spirit (1Co_1:12, 3:4), there is no reason to believe that Apollos himself encouraged this.  Paul himself regards Apollos as a trusted colleague (1Co_3:5-7; 16:12).

· Because Apollos was Jewish, and is described as eloquent, fervent in spirit, as one who vigorously refuted the Jews, able to demonstrate from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ, some scholars consider him the type of person who could have authored the letter to the Hebrews.

Acts 19 - Paul in Ephesus

A. Ephesian disciples are baptized in the Holy Spirit.

v1-2  In Ephesus, Paul finds some disciples who had not yet received the Holy Spirit.

· Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?  Apparently, there was something about these disciples that prompted the question from Paul; we don't have any indication that it was his custom to ask people if they had received the Holy Spirit.

· We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit: By their reply, these Ephesian disciples reveal that they have very little knowledge of God's nature as revealed in Jesus.   They know enough to be saved and students of Jesus (they are called disciples), but they didn't know much about all Jesus has done for us.

v3-4  Paul distinguishes between the baptism of John and baptism in the name of the Jesus.

· Into John's baptism: These Ephesian disciples had only a basic understanding of the Messiah Jesus and His ministry, only what could be gained through the message of John the Baptist.  They were in the same place as Apollos before Aquila and Priscilla explained the way of God more accurately (Act_18:24-26). They could have received John's baptism from the hands of John himself; or perhaps some of John's disciples continued on in his ministry after John's death.

· John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance: Paul points out that John's baptism was one of repentance, not necessarily faith unto salvation.  John's message pointed to Jesus, but did not take men there itself. They actually do not seem to have heard that the Messiah had in fact come, and had not heard of their need to trust in His specific person and work.

v5-7  The 12 Ephesian disciples believe on Jesus, are baptized, & receive the Holy Spirit & His gifts.

· They were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus: Having been completely prepared by their response to the preaching of John the Baptist, they are ready to embrace Jesus fully, and are baptized in the name of Jesus.

· After they were baptized, Paul . . . laid hands on them, and they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and received His gifts.

· Paul wrote the letters of 1 and 2 Corinthians during his stay in the city of Ephesus at this time, and 1 Corinthians has much to say about person and work of the Holy Spirit.

"Have ye then received the Spirit since you believed?  Beloved, are you now receiving the Spirit?  Are you living under his divine influence?  Are you filled with his power?  Put the question personally.  I am afraid some professors will have to admit that they hardly know whether there be any Holy Ghost; and others will have to confess that though they have enjoyed a little of his saving work, yet they do not know much of his ennobling and sanctifying influence." (Spurgeon)
"Give a man an electric shock, and I warrant you he will know it; but if he has the Holy Ghost, he will know it much more." (Spurgeon)  

· Many professed Christians know little or nothing of the Holy Spirit.  Paul's question could apply to each of us… "Into what then were you baptized?"  Health & Wealth, Social Justice, Brotherhood of Man, etc
v8-10  Paul's continuing ministry in the city of Ephesus.
· He went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months: Paul had an extended time of preaching in the synagogue, but eventually, the influence of those Jews rejecting the message drove him out.  For the Gospel, while it is the taste of life to some, it is the taste of death to others; as the sun melts the wax, and hardens the clay.
· Then he resumed his teaching in the hall of a Gentile teacher named Tyrannus (reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus).

· One ancient writing says that Paul held his meetings at the school of Tyrannus from eleven in the morning to four in the afternoon.  This would have been the time most people were resting from work, including Paul, who worked to support himself while in Ephesus.  These may have also been the "off hours" for the school of Tyrannus.

· And this continued for two years: Paul carried this on for two years, and his effective teaching equipped believers, who got the word of God out to all who dwelt in Asia. There is no way that Paul, by himself, could reach this region.  But he could equip Christians to do the work of the ministry, just as he described in Eph_4:11-12.

v11-12  Unusual miracles in Ephesus.

· Now God worked unusual miracles: Luke states that these were unusual miracles, and gives an example, that Paul's handkerchiefs or aprons (literally, "sweat-bands") could be laid on a person even without Paul present, that person would be healed or delivered from demonic possession. "The pieces of material were presumably those which Paul used in his tentmaking or leather-working - the sweat-rags for tying around his head and the aprons for tying around his waist." 

· How did the handkerchiefs or aprons work?  In the same way that the shadow of Peter (Acts_5:15) or the hem of Jesus' garment (Matthew 14:36) might heal: the item became a point of contact by which a person released faith in Jesus as healer.

· We can imagine this happening at first almost by accident - perhaps a person in need of healing took a handkerchief from Paul in a superstitious manner and was healed.  But it would soon become a pattern that others imitated.

· Observations on these unusual miracles.

· Note that these were unusual miracles; we should not expect that God would continue to use this method to bring healing.

· God sometimes does things in new and different ways; so we receive whatever is proven to be from the hand of God, but we pursue only that which we have a Biblical pattern for.

· God will stoop down to meet us even in our crude superstitions.  This never means that God is pleased with our superstition, but that in His mercy He may overlook them to meet a need.

v13-16  A rebuke to the seven sons of Sceva, the hopeful Jewish exorcists.

· Some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists: At that time, there were Jewish exorcists who practiced their "trade" with a lot of superstition and ceremony.  Here, a group of itinerant Jewish exorcists try to imitate Paul's "formula" for success.

· We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches: The Jewish exorcists failed because they had no personal relationship with Jesus.  They only know Jesus is the God of Paul, not their own God.

· There are many people who will perish because they have no personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  They only know "the Jesus the pastor preaches" or of "the Jesus my spouse believes in" instead of the Jesus of their own salvation.

· And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?"  The evil spirit knew exactly who Jesus was, and knew exactly who Paul was.  But they didn't know who the seven sons of Sceva were.  Apparently, evil spirits know who their enemies are (in this case, Jesus and Paul), and don't waste their effort knowing those who aren't a threat to them (in this case, the seven sons of Sceva).

· Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them: Because the seven sons of Sceva had no real relationship with Jesus, they had no spiritual power against the evil spirit.  They left the encounter naked and wounded.  It was dangerous for them to take the reality of spiritual warfare lightly. 
