Adult III – 10 November 2013 – Notes on Acts 17:1-15
v40  Paul and Silas leave Philippi on their own terms.

· In Philippi, Paul and Silas left behind two notable converts: Lydia and the jailer.  Each of these two had their lives touched by Jesus in very different ways.

· Lydia was a God fearer; the jailer was not.  
· Lydia was prospering in business; the jailer was about to kill himself.  
· Lydia's heart was gently opened on hearing the gospel; the jailer's heart was violently confronted.  
· The jailer had a remarkable sign - an earthquake, but all Lydia had was the movement of the Holy Spirit in her heart.  
· Both heard the gospel and believed, and through each of them their whole families were touched!
· Paul purposed to establish churches everywhere he went.

Acts 17 - Paul in Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens

v1-4  Paul finds more ministry success in the city of Thessalonica.
· As his custom was, Paul went to the synagogue first, and preached Jesus crucified and risen again to the Jews 

· In response, some of them were persuaded; most of them were devout Greeks, but also many prominent Jewish women (not a few of the leading women).

· When Paul was in Thessalonica, he received financial support from the Christians in Philippi 
· Read Philippians 4:15-17 - Their fruit helped with this successful work among the Thessalonians, ie Faith Promise Missions.

v5-9  Envious Jews instigate a mob to riot against Paul and Silas.
· As happened in Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:45, 50), Iconium (Acts 14:2, 5), and Lystra (Acts 14:19) on the first missionary journey, here also Paul is opposed by a mob incited by envious people among the Jews.

· Attacked the house of Jason: Jason was a Christian in Thessalonica whose house seems to have been a center for the church. When the evil men from the marketplace did not find Paul and Silas there, they attacked Jason himself, and some brethren who were with him.

· v6 …Crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also; 
· The evil men from the marketplace gave an unintended compliment to the effectiveness of God's work through Paul and Silas. 
· Saying, "these men have radically impacted our world and nothing seems the same." 
· Oh that people would say such things about the effectiveness of Christians today!

· When you yourself are upside-down, the other direction appears to be upside-down!

· This raised the fear that their city might become a hotbed of political rebellion against Caesar.

· Even though the gospel has definite political implications, it makes Christians better citizens than before, and their prayers for officials of government are more helpful than most imagine.

· *** They understood that Christians taught that Jesus was a king, that He had the right to rule over His people. Why is it that all too many churchgoers miss this message today?

· It may be for this reason that Paul avoided the use of 'kingdom' and 'king' in his letters to his converts, lest Gentile imperial authorities misconstrue them to connote opposition to the empire and emperor." 
· Taken security of Jason and the rest, they let them go. Jason and the others were released since they left a security deposit, to guarantee against any future riots.

· Basically, the Roman magistrates did not care what you believed. But when the public order was disrupted by riots, they came down with an iron hand. If things got out of hand, it wouldn't be long until the Emperor dispatched his legions to restore order, and no one wanted that. So Jason had to post the bond/bail even though he did not instigate the riot.
v10-15  God's work in Berea.
· Paul and Silas flee Thessalonica quickly, not wanting to bring more persecution on the Christians there or to jeopardize Jason's security deposit.

· Paul wrote the letter of 1 Thessalonians. Many feel this was Paul's "first" letter.

· went into the synagogue of the Jews: In Berea, they found that their audience was more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica. 
· Two things earned this compliment for the Bereans: 
· First, they received the word with all readiness. 
· Second, they searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.

· Bereans wanted to know, "Are these things . . . so? Is this man teaching us the truth? Let's search the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things are so."

· Their research was not casual. They made it a point of diligent, extended study. They believed they could understand and find out truth from the Bible. 

· The Bereans did not become skeptics. They received the word with all readiness. When Paul preached, they had open hearts, but clear heads. 

· If the great apostle Paul was worthy of this kind of close examination, how much more should teachers and preachers today be carefully compared with the Scriptures!

· Paul had nothing to fear by the diligent searching of the Scriptures by the Bereans. If they were really seeking God and His Word, they would find out that what Paul was preaching was true. This is exactly what happened among the Bereans, and therefore many of them believed.

· The Jews from Thessalonica followed Paul to Berea to disrupt his work there also.

· These troublemakers stirred up the crowds against Paul, just as had been done before in Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:45, 50), Iconium (Acts 14:2, 5), and Lystra (Acts 14:19) on the first missionary journey, and in Thessalonica (Acts 17:5-8) on the second missionary journey. This is now the fifth city Paul has been run out of by an angry mob, stirred up by envious Jewish leaders.

· The Christians in Berea sent Paul away to Athens, fearing for his life and a total disruption of the work going on there. 
· But both Silas and Timothy remained there, because Paul wanted to leave them behind to take care of new Christians in Berea. Because Paul had a passion for planting churches, not just making converts. 
