Adult III – 29 September 2013 – Notes on Acts 16:1-18
Acts 16 - The Second Missionary Journey Begins
v1-5  At Derbe and Lystra.

· Paul began this missionary journey having come from Antioch.  First, he did the work of strengthening the churches through the regions of Syria and Cilicia (Acts 15:40-41).

· Then he came to Derbe and Lystra: Now he arrives in Derbe, where he had great success on his first missionary journey (Acts 14:20-21), and in Lystra, where a crowd tried to honor Paul and Barnabas as pagan gods on the first missionary journey (Acts 14:8-20).

· The first missionary journey finished about five years before.  Paul was anxious to see for himself how the work of the Lord continued among these churches he founded five years before.

· A certain disciple was there, named Timothy: In the time since Paul had been to Lystra, a young man named Timothy had been serving the Lord (He was well spoken of by the brethren).  Timothy had a believing mother with a Jewish background (son of a certain Jewish woman who believed), but an unbelieving Greek father.

· The last time Paul was in Lystra, they first worshipped him as a god and then tried to kill him by stoning (Acts 14:11-20).  Paul's courage and wisdom in the face of these obstacles built a great legacy in people like Timothy.  

· Paul was impressed enough with Timothy that Paul wanted to have him go on with him.  This shows God's provision, because John Mark and Barnabas just left Paul (Acts 15:36-41).  No single worker in God's kingdom is irreplaceable.  When a Barnabas leaves (for whatever reason), God has a Timothy to go on with him.

· And he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews in that region: Paul had Timothy circumcised, not for the sake of his salvation (Paul would never do so) but so there would be less to hinder ministry among the Jews.

· By Jewish law Timothy was a Jew, because he was the son of Jewish mother, but because he was uncircumcised he was technically an apostate Jew.  If Paul wished to maintain his links with the synagogue, he could not be seen to countenance apostasy.
· In Acts 15, Paul argued strongly that it was not necessary for converts to come under the Law of Moses for salvation.  At the time Paul met Timothy, he was delivering the news of this decree which came out of the Acts 15 council.  So why is Paul telling Timothy to be circumcised?  Doesn't this contradict the decree which was determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem?  Not at all.  Paul would have never told Timothy to become circumcised for the sake of legalism.  But Paul would do things for the sake of love that he would not do for the sake of trying to please God through legalism.

· So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily: Paul's work was successful because his first interest was in strengthening the churches.  Churches strong in doctrine will naturally increase in number daily, without relying on carnal and manipulative methods. WFBC
v6-10  God directs Paul to the region of Macedonia.

· They were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia: After strengthening the churches in the region, Paul seeks to go next to the immediate west, towards the important city of Ephesus.  But Paul was forbidden by the Holy Spirit to go there.

· How could the Holy Spirit possibly forbid the preaching of the word in Asia?  There was certainly nothing wrong with Paul's desire to preach the word in Asia; but it wasn't God's timing, so it was forbidden by the Holy Spirit.

· How exactly did the Holy Spirit forbid them?  It is difficult to say but Paul and his company got the message.

· After the attempt to go to Asia, Paul sought to go north into Bithynia, but is again prevented by the Holy Spirit.  So, they came down to Troas.

· Paul didn't set out to go to Troas.  But it was the Holy Spirit's plan to lead him there.  Paul is willing to lay down his will and plans for the direction that the Holy Spirit brings.

· Paul is being guided by hindrance.  The Holy Spirit often guides as much by the closing of doors as He does by the opening of doors.

· In Troas, God makes Paul's direction clear.  In a vision, Paul is "invited" to the region of Macedonia, westward across the Agean Sea. In Paul's mind, he wanted to reach a few cities in his region.  But God wanted to give Paul a continent to win for Jesus Christ.

· The Macedonian man wanted help.  So Paul went to bring Macedonia the gospel! The greatest help we can bring anyone is the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ!  It is good for us to bring other help along with the gospel, but without the gospel, what real help have you given them?

· Paul did not hesitate to answer the call of the Macedonian man.  Paul's missionary team did not hesitate to follow him on the basis of this call.  This was a strong, godly man, leading a strong, godly team!

· God still calls people to the mission field.  Perhaps many today will encounter a "Macedonia man" who will call them out to the mission field.  Would to God that those who hear a "Macedonian man" today will respond the way Paul and his team responded!

· Immediately we sought to go: The shift from they (they came down to Troas, Acts 16:8) to we in this verse probably means that Luke joined the band of missionaries in Troas.  Perhaps he even came as Paul's personal doctor.

· Now we see another reason why they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.  We see another reason why the Spirit did not permit them to go into Bithynia.  God wanted Paul and his team to go to Troas and pick up a doctor named Luke.  If God wouldn't have said "no" to Paul these two times, we would not have a gospel and a Book of Acts written by Luke!

· At the time, Paul probably had no idea of the greatness of God's purpose.  God wanted to give him a continent for Jesus, to give him a personal doctor, and to give all of us the man whom God would use to write more of the New Testament than anyone else did.  God knows what He is doing when he says, "No."  Looking back we can see God at work…
v11-15  The conversion of Lydia.

· Sailing from Troas: Paul and his missionary team (now including Luke) had to sail across the Agean Sea, from the continent of Asia to the continent of Europe.  This was a big step, perhaps bigger than Paul even knew!

· Paul's general strategy was to plant churches in the major cities.  He knew that it was easier for the gospel to spread from these cities than to these cities.

· The fact that the Jews had no synagogue and met by the river means that there were not many Jewish men in Philippi, less than 10.
· Anyone who was a seller of purple dealt in a valued, luxurious product.  The dyes used for making purple were expensive and highly regarded.

· From the city of Thyatira: Thyatira was well known as a center for this purple dye and fabric made from it.  Later, there was a church in Thyatira also, and it was one of the seven churches addressed in Revelation 2:18-29.

· Lydia… whose heart the Lord opened: Before Lydia was converted, the Lord opened her heart.  This is a work God must do in all who believe, because as Jesus said, no one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him (John 6:44).

· The most important element in evangelism is asking God through prayer to open hearts, for without this there can be no genuine conversion.

· Immediately, Lydia set about doing good.  Her hospitality is a touching example.

v16-18  A demon-possessed slave girl follows Paul.

· This girl, through demon possessed, was a source of profit for her owners as a fortune teller, because demons would give her supernatural insight into the lives of others. But when it is true and has a supernatural origin, there is no doubt that it is inspired by demons.  There are still those today who are possessed with a spirit of divination.

· But how can demons tell the future?  They cannot actually foretell the future.  But they can read and predict human behavior, and can attempt to steer events towards a previously predicted conclusion.

· The demon-possessed slave girl "preaches" for Paul, giving a demonic "testimony" to their divine credentials and the message that they preach, and this she did for many days.

· But Paul, greatly annoyed:  Paul didn't appreciate the source, and could do quite nicely without demonic approval of his ministry.

· Paul knew that a man will be identified by both his friends and his enemies, and could do without a demonic "letter of reference."

· In this, Paul is like Jesus, who often told demons to be silent, even when they were telling the truth about Him (Matthew 8:28-34, Mark 3:11-12).

· Paul is careful to speak to demons only in the authority of Jesus Christ.  Jesus said that some demons would be more difficult to cast out than others would (Matthew 17:21).

