Adult III – 1 September 2013 – Notes on Acts 13:46 – 14:18
Acts 13 - Paul's First Missionary Journey Begins

 v46-50  Paul and Barnabas respond to the Jewish opposition.

· Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold: They wouldn't let this challenge go unanswered, because they really believed the truth about Jesus.

· They rebuke those who reject Jesus, letting the Jews know that it was a privilege that this message should come to them first, a privilege they are rejecting.

· They respond with more evangelism to open hearts, now directing their efforts to the Gentiles, in obedience to God's command.

· Paul says years later in Romans 1:16  - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God to salvation to everyone that believes; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

· and in fulfillment of prophecy (the quotation from Isaiah 49:6).
· Isaiah 49:6 - And he said, It is a light thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give you for a light to the Gentiles, that you may be my salvation to the end of the earth.

· Paul shows wisdom in not spending all his time trying to persuade hardened hearts.  We know that even after he made Gentiles the focus of his evangelistic efforts, he still prayed earnestly for the salvation of Israel, but he spent his missionary time ministering to more open hearts.

· Wherever there is revival, the second party to be revived is the Devil.  Jewish opposition was strong enough to force Paul and Barnabas to leave the area.

v51-52  Paul and Barnabas react to their expulsion from the city of Antioch of Pisidia.
· But they shook off the dust from their feet:  In doing this, Paul and Barnabas are treating the city as if they were a God-rejecting Gentile city.

· If Jewish people had to go in or through a Gentile city, when leaving the city they would shake the dust off their feet as a gesture saying, "We don't want to take anything from this Gentile city with us."  

· This rejection did not make Paul and Barnabas think there was anything wrong with themselves.   They knew the problem is with their opposition, not themselves.

· And came to Iconium: They carry on the work, going next to Iconium.  All too often, rejection and opposition for the sake of the gospel makes us want to give up.  But Paul and Barnabas respond with appropriate determination.
Acts 14 - The Conclusion of the First Missionary Journey

v1  Paul and Barnabas have evangelistic success in Iconium.
· Notice that they follow the familiar pattern for evangelism, beginning in the Jewish synagogue.

· Paul and Barnabas have success among the Jews and the Greeks, presenting the same gospel to both.  The fact that Jews and . . . Greeks believed shows that Paul preached the same thing to both groups: That salvation is in Jesus, and we appropriate it by our belief (trust in, reliance on) in Him.

· The success is refreshing, because they had just been kicked out of Antioch of Pisidia, after much success there (Acts 13:50).

· Because Paul was inclined to stay in a region for an extended period of time, strengthening the churches and working where evangelistic efforts had already borne fruit, perhaps we should see the kind of persecution Paul had in Antioch of Pisidia as God's way of moving him on to other fields.

v2-6  Successful ministry in Iconium creates opposition, forcing Paul and Barnabas out of town.
· Paul and Barnabas did what they always did, they preached boldly despite the opposition, bearing witness to the word of His grace and touching others with the power of Jesus.

· For no apostle could work a miracle on his own behalf but by a special grant of power from God.  This power did not seem to be resident in them at all times.
· They stayed as long as they could, despite the opposition, leaving only when it was absolutely necessary.

· Why did Paul and Barnabas decide to stay a long time if there was opposition arising?  Because they knew that these Christians would need all the grounding they could get to stand strong in a city with much opposition.

· Paul and Barnabas preached the word of His grace, because that is the only word by which both Jews and Gentiles can be saved on an equal basis.

· When forced to, Paul and Barnabas leave Iconium for Lystra (some 20 miles away) and Derbe.  This shows that Paul and Barnabas did not rush headlong towards martyrdom.  They did what they could to preserve their lives.

v7-10  In Lystra, a lame man is healed.
· Paul and Barnabas did many miraculous works but they were not traveling as miracle workers.  Their focus was always preaching the gospel.

· The crippled man heard Paul preach about Jesus.  When he heard about Jesus, he knew that Jesus could touch his life.  A person can hear God's word, but never come to the place where they receive God's touch personally.

· Paul saw that this man had faith to be healed; God is not obligated to heal because of our faith, but many people do not receive from God simply because they do not have faith.

· …seeing that he had faith to be healed: How could Paul "see" this man's faith?  Obviously, God gave him the gift of discernment at that moment to minister to this man.  From Paul's boldness, we can also surmise that God gave him the gift of faith, to believe God would heal the man right then and there.

v11-13  The excited crowd in Lystra declares Paul and Barnabas are Greek gods, visiting the earth.
· These people saw a miracle happen before their eyes, yet their idea of who God is has not changed.  Therefore it seemed logical to them to consider Paul and Barnabas gods.
· Jupiter (Roman) or Zeus (Greek) = "a father of helps"

· Mercurius (Roman) or Hermes (Greek) = "herald of the gods"

· Notice that the miracle merely attracted attention, and in a way, it was unwanted attention.  The miracle itself saved no one.

· The people in Lystra had a legend that once Zeus and Hermes had visited their land disguised as mortals, and no one gave them any hospitality except for one older couple.  In their anger at the people, Zeus and Hermes wiped out the whole population, except for the old couple.  No wonder the people of Lystra were so quick to honor Paul and Barnabas!

· The crowd's use of Lycaonian explains why Paul and Barnabas did not grasp what was afoot until the preparations to pay them divine homage were well advanced." 

· But when Paul and Barnabas saw the priest of Jupiter/Zeus, with oxen and garlands . . . intending to sacrifice, they knew things had gotten out of hand!

v14-18  Paul appeals to the crowd to recognize the true God instead of worshipping them

· They tore their clothes: They did this for two reasons:

· To show that they were completely human, just as the Lycaonians.  
· Out of an instinctively Jewish reaction to terrible blasphemy.  For Paul and Barnabas, it wasn't just inconvenient that they were called gods; it was blasphemy.

· v15 That you should turn from these vanities/useless things: These were strong words from Paul to people who took their pagan worship seriously, but Paul wasn't afraid to confront this mob with the truth.  And the truth was that their idolatry was wrong.

· Paul is preaching to a pagan audience, and before he can tell them about Jesus and what He has done, he must turn the hearts of the people from these useless things to the living God.  Jesus just can't be "added" to their pagan ways.

· Paul calls the Lystrian crowd to consider the real God, the One who is responsible for all creation, not one of the lesser (and imaginary) Greek gods.

· The things Paul mentions in Acts 14:17 (gave us rain from heaven . . . and fruitful seasons . . . filling our hearts with food and gladness) were just the kind of things these people would think that Zeus would give them.  Paul is letting them know these blessings come from the true God who lives in heaven, not from Zeus. 

·  Something theologians call this “common grace”.

· Paul did not preach to these pagan worshippers the same way he preached to Jews or those acquainted with Judaism.  He does not quote the Old Testament to them, but instead appeals to natural revelation, the things which even a pagan can understand by looking at the world around them.

· Paul and Barnabas had an extremely difficult time challenging the wrong conceptions of God held by these Lystrians.

