Adult III – 4 August 2013 – Notes on Acts 11:1 – 11:26
This entrance of Gentiles into the church was not a "new" plan, but something promised long before.

a. The Old Testament looked for the day when a light would shine in the darkness of the Gentile world: 1Arise, shine; for your light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen on you.  2For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise on you, and his glory shall be seen on you. 3And the Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. (Isaiah 60:1-3)

b. God promised Abraham, and his descendants, that the blessing that came through him would extend to all nations (Genesis 12:1-3).  1Now the LORD had said to Abram, Get you out of your country, and from your kindred, and from your father's house, to a land that I will show you:

2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing: 3And I will bless them that bless you, and curse him that curses you: and in you shall all families of the earth be blessed.

c. Remember Jesus' promise of other sheep, not of this fold in John 10:16 16And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.  Jesus also promised in John 12:32: 32And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all [men] to me. 
d. The first Gentile Jesus dealt with in His public ministry was a Roman centurion from Capernaum.   When Jesus healed that centurion's servant, He declared that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 8:5-13).

e. We should also see that Cornelius was an undoubtedly good man; yet he needed Jesus.  Even good people, who are respectful towards God, still need to come to Jesus as their Lord and Savior, and put all their trust in who Jesus is and what He has done for them.
Acts 11 - Defending Ministry to the Gentiles

v1-3  Peter hears objections to his association with Gentiles.

· The greatness of the work among the Gentiles in Caesarea could not be kept hidden.    Jewish Christians (those of the circumcision) would be confused and offended.

· The charges against Peter are simple: "You, who are supposed to be a faithful Jew, associated with and even ate with Gentiles!"  

· Sharing a meal together was a special sign of fellowship in that culture.  This was considered to be a significant compromise by a Jewish Christians.

· We can see how wise it was of Peter to take six witnesses with him to Caesarea and his meeting with Cornelius (Acts 10:23; 11:12).

v4-15  Peter explains his ministry to the Gentiles.

· Peter explained it to them in order from the beginning: This account is an obvious condensation from Acts 10:9-43.  God is emphasizing the importance of these events by repeating the story.

· At first, Peter thought God was speaking about food.  But Peter came to understand the vision of the sheet and kosher and unkosher animals has to do with people, not food (Acts 10:28).  There is a sense in which the sheet represents the church, having both "kosher" (Jews) and "unkosher" (Gentiles) on it, with no distinction.

· Their conclusion is important: The Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning shows that God's stamp of approval was on this ministry to the Gentiles.  How could these believing Jews withhold their approval when God had given His?

v16-18  Peter interprets these events by remembering the words of Jesus.

· Peter recognized the importance of sensing where God is going and heading that same direction, instead of trying to persuade God to go your direction.

· These Christians would see this was all in accord with the Scriptures.  They had both the word of the Lord Jesus, recorded in Mark 1:8, and the Old Testament promise that Gentiles would come to the Lord through the Messiah (in passages such as Isaiah 49:6).
· Mark 1:8  I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.
· Isaiah 49:6  And he said, It is a light thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give you for a light to the Gentiles, that you may be my salvation to the end of the earth.

· Events alone are not enough to validated a work of God.  It must also be in line with God's Word.  This work among the Gentiles passed both tests.

· they held their peace: The Jewish believers in Jerusalem first react with a stunned silence.  But then they glorified God, because they saw He was now working among the Gentiles also!

· It is good when God's people will allow their prejudices and traditions to be overcome by God's Word and God's work.

· The church in Jerusalem embraced these Gentile believers at first, but it would be a long time until all the objections were answered.
· David Platt – Secret Church: Heaven, Hell and the End of the World – David = amillennialist
The Church in Antioch.

v19-21  The church in Antioch grows as Gentiles turn to the Lord.

· At first, Christians scattered over the Roman Empire preached only to Jews.  But they eventually began to preach Jesus Christ to Gentiles as well.

· These unnamed disciples from Cyprus and Cyrene are genuine heroes.  They began the first mentioned "mission to the Gentiles" (here called Hellenists) in Antioch and this effort had great results.
· Because God was with them, their ministry was blessed and multiplied, the result was that a great number believed and turned to the Lord.

Antioch was founded about 300 BC by Seleucus I, one of the inheritors of Alexander the Great's empire.  He had a thing about founding cities and naming them after his father, Antioch, and he did this about fifteen times.  This city of Antioch was called "Syrian Antioch" or "Antioch on the Orantes."  Back then it was a city of more than half a million; today it is a Turkish city with a population of about 3,500.  Antioch was considered by many the third greatest city in the Empire, behind Rome and Alexandria.  The city of Antioch was known for its sophistication and culture, but also for its immorality. "The city was known for its pagan cults and its ritual prostitution.
v22-24  The ministry of Barnabas in Antioch.

· They sent out Barnabas: The church in Jerusalem sends an able man in Barnabas, previously known for his generosity (Acts 4:36-37) and his warm acceptance of Saul of Tarsus after he was converted (Acts 9:26-28).

· At the church in Antioch, when Barnabas had seen the grace of God, he was glad.  Can people see the grace of God at our church?  Or do they see a legal relationship with God?

· Barnabas rightly focuses on his main job as a leader of the congregation.  He strengthened the church family itself, with the result that a great many people were added to the Lord.

· This is the plan for church growth spoken of in Eph_4:11-16.  Leaders in the church dedicate themselves to building strong, healthy Christians.  As the saints are equipped for the work of the ministry, they grow into maturity, and do their ministry, and it causes growth of the body.

v25-26  Barnabas and Saul work together in Antioch.

· Barnabas remembers this brother Saul, and how he had been sent out to Tarsus for his own protection (Acts 9:28-30).  Now Barnabas goes and finds him.

· To seek Saul is more literally to hunt him down; or to make a laborious search.
· Saul had spent some twelve years in Tarsus since we last met him; these years were not "wasted" or "lost," but spent in quiet ministry and preparation for future service.

· A whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people.  Together, Barnabas and Saul taught a great many people, making the church in Antioch strong.

· The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch: 
The ending ian meant "the party of."  A Christ-ian was "of the party of Jesus."  Also, soldiers under particular generals in the Roman army would identify themselves by their general's name by adding ian to the end.  A soldier under Caesar would call himself a Caesarian.  Soldiers under Jesus Christ could be called Christians.  In Antioch, they probably first used the term Christians to mock the followers of Jesus.  
Christians must be willing to live the title and must also be worthy of the name.  Instead of claiming any other title - Roman Catholic, Protestant, charismatic, whatever - we should be just plain Christians.

Eusebius (AD 260–340), the famous early church historian, describes a believer named Sanctus from Lyons, France, who was tortured for Jesus.  As they cruelly tortured him, they hoped to get him to say something evil or blasphemous.  They asked his name, and he would only reply, "I am a Christian."  "What nation do you belong to?"  He would answer, "I am a Christian."  "What city do you live in?"  "I am a Christian."  His questioners began to get angry: "Are you a slave or a free man?"  "I am a Christian" was the only reply.  No matter what they asked about him, he would only answer, "I am a Christian."  This made his torturers all the more determined to break him, but they could not, and he died with the words "I am a Christian" on his lips. (Eusebius, Church History)
